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THE EDITION INVESTIGATES

How  much  
student  money  
will  be  needed  
to  sweep  up  
Broombridge?

Controversial Alpha 'Intro
to Christianity' event held

ŹPage 3

Sorry, wrong exam

No funding strategy is in place for the Sports,
4PDTBOE46GBDJMJUZ EVFUPPQFOJO4FQUFNCFS

BIMM students forced to
resit after admin mistake

.PSFNPOFZGSPN4UVEFOU%FWFMPQNFOU'VOE
will MJLFMZCFOFFEFEUPUPQVQNVMUJNJMMJPODPTU
Al McConnell
EDITOR

DIT is facing a funding crisis for its
future Broombridge facility, designed
to supplement a lack of space at
Grangegorman, and could turn to the
Student Development Fund (SDF)
in last-ditch attempts to deliver it on
schedule.
Three years on from buying the
Broombridge site using SDF money,
which is taken as a slice off capitation
fees, there is still no clear funding
strategy in place, despite continued

claims that the facilities will be open
and ready for use in September.
The site was purchased for around
€2.75m plus costs in early 2011, and
The Edition understands that student
organisations who signed off on its
purchase at that time were under the
impression that the total cost would
not run a great deal over €4-4.5m.
In the coming weeks a publicly tenGHUHG FRQWUDFW ZLOO EH ÀQDOLVHG E\
',7DQGWKHÀQDOFRVWIRUWKHVLWHGH
velopment will become known.

Continued

3

Alpha e-mail
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Public bar tender?

DIT  Multicultural  Day
ŹAungier St foyer events bring some colour to a rainy week

GG student bar could go
to commercial company,
The Edition reveals

ŹPage 16
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€3.725 million
6WXGHQW'HYHORSPHQW)XQGFDVK
put towards Broombridge in 2010

32
Third-year BIMM students who
were given the wrong exam

600
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Five  minutes  before  class,  this  Edition  summed  up  in  brief

NEWS

NEWS

Forwards or backwards to Grangegorman?

32 BIMM students given wrong exam

6WXGHQWVZKRZLOOEHWKHÀUVWWRPRYHWRWKHQHZFDPSXVLQ
September have been left feeling "stressed, uncertain, and
XQKDSS\DIWHUWKHLUTXHVWLRQVZHQWXQDQVZHUHGE\',7DW
UHFHQW0RXQWMR\6TXDUH&ROOHJH)RUXPV
Issues around space and 'hot-desking' remain, while tension
between DITSU and senior DIT staff was once again evident.

7KLUG\HDUVWXGHQWVRQ%,00 V6RQJZULWLQJFRXUVHZHUHIRUFHG
to resit an entire exam a week after completing one, when the
English version of a module assessment was set in error.
The Institute has offered multiple apologies and a guarantee it will
never happen again, but one student told The Edition it is not the
ÀUVWDGPLQIRXOXSRIWKH\HDUDQGDQRWKHUUHIXVHGWKHUHVLW

Number of students set to attend
ÀUVWHYHU6WXGHQW6XPPLW

ŹPage 4
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NEWS

€4

Students to storm Castle

Cheapest pint of Guinness we
found in Grangegorman pubs

7KHÀUVWHYHU6WXGHQW6XPPLWZDV
ODXQFKHGODVWZHHNE\WKH86,DQG',7
SU, an entrepreneurship and networking
event for third-level students.
On the 8th of April, 600 students and over
VWDUWXSVZLOO VWRUP 'XEOLQ&DVWOHEXW
ZLWKRXWWKHDUP\WDQNSLFWXUHGKHUH
86,3UHVLGHQW-RH2 &RQQRUWROGThe
Edition at the launch: "It will provide an
unbelievable learning and networking
RSSRUWXQLW\IRUVWXGHQWV
Tickets can be purchased at
ŹPage 7
www.studentsummit.ie.

58
Number of students to get FAI
coaching badges through DIT

50
Years since the death of DIT
alumnus Brendan Behan

SPORT

Basketball triumphs
Senior Women's team takes All-IreODQG'LYLVLRQ7ZRDQG0HQ V
Division Three won their league
ŹBack Page

Quote  of  the  day

“

Grangegorman
was never going to
JLYHXVHYHU\WKLQJ
ZHQHHG,W VWU\LQJ
WRÀW8&'ZKLFKLV
over 400 acres, onto
78 acres
– Sinéad McNulty,
Head of DIT Sport

Write for
THE
ED I T ION .

...or just tip us
off to the scéal.

NEWS

NOT THE PAGE 6 NEWS

EDITORIAL

Old mess on New Bride

Literally unbelievable

Did we cause a row?

Post-grads were moved out of New
Bride St buildings with a view to
selling. A change of mind leaves
No.33 unoccupied and the rest in
need of some work for those soon
to move back in

7UXHWRLWVMRXUQDOLVWLF
professionalism, The Edition
reports on the stories that no one
else will touch, nor know about,
nor sue over...

The Edition might cause a scene
sometimes, but we had no role in
this one. We'll be going to USI
&RQJUHVVLQGHSHQGHQWO\DQGUHIHU
RQH6WXGHQW&RXQFLOORUWRArkell v
PressdramDVRXUUHSO\

SPORT

The EditionVSHDNVWR\HDUROG
&RQRU/\QHDERXWKLVUHFHQW:LQWHU
2O\PSLFVDQGSODQVWKHIXWXUH
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AN T-EAGRÁN

ERASMUS DIARY

FEATURES

#SnaG2014

From a student in Dublin

Pints in Grangegorman

Is féile bliaintiúil é Seachtain na
Gaeilge, a eagraítear idir scoileanna, gnónna, clubanna spóirt, grúpaí
áitiúla agus eagraíochtaí eile, in
Éirinn agus thar lear

(UDVPXVLVPXFKPRUHWKDQMXVW
VWXG\LQJ,WDOORZV\RXWRJHWWR
know people from the whole world
LQVXFKDQXQEHOLHYDEO\VKRUW
time," writes Lena Hornstein.

+DYH\RXHYHUVHHQ&KDUOLH
+DXJKH\LQEHGZLWK0DUJDUHW
Thatcher?" A pub guide to DIT's
future homestead, and a look at
how D7 'locals' might change
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An Irish Olympian

ŹPage 29
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Me Buddy, Muhammad

That's my fetish

Five worst dates

Budget restrictions, a tight deadline, but a great time – Eleanor
Walsh, director of Film and BroadFDVWLQJVWXGHQWV ÀQDO\HDUSURMHFW
Me Buddy, Muhammad, tells all

A look at whether 'different is dangerous' when it comes to sex.
"It's easier to sensationalise
something than to admit people are
KDSS\DQGVDIHGRLQJLW

Students share their experiences of
ÀUVWGDWHV6RPHPLJKWEHEDGEXW
VXUHO\LWGRHVQ WJHWZRUVHWKDQD
wanted drug-dealer and an arrest to
end the night?

ŹPage 25

ŹPage 20

ŹPage 21

CULTURE

OPINION

BIMM students shine at Button Factory

Letters from a Graduate

(RJKDQ5HJDQZHQWDORQJWR%,00 V(QGRI7HUP
Gig, which featured performances from Talking Legs,
*LYHLWWR0DPPDVDQG-RUGDQ2QXERJX+HUHSRUWV
back on the highlights of the night and the staggering
WDOHQWRQGLVSOD\
"Jordan Onubogu, a man who looked like he was
JHQHWLFDOO\HQJLQHHUHGLQDODEWREHFRPHDVWDUVWRRG
SDWLHQWO\EHKLQGWKH0&VXQJDIHZEDUVQRWWRKLV
OLNLQJDQGWKHQVDQJDJDLQ,WZDVSUHWW\LQFUHGLEOH
he writes.

3URIHVVRU)LRQD/\QJD',7
graduate of Bsc Applied Sciences,
writes to current students with
advice based on her experiences on
the course and since graduating.
"I know now that having some extra
lab experience during the undergrad
FRXUVHUHDOO\VHWV\RXDSDUW
she writes.

ŹPage 26

ŹPage 12
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Broombridge  
Timeline
ł 1997
– Student Development Fund set
up, to pay for Sports/Societies/SU
capital projects (buildings, facilities)

ł December 2010
– Emergency meeting is called at
Cassidy's Hotel, during heavy snow,
between Sports/Socs/SU to approve
Broombridge purchase using SDF
– €3.725m is approved, with
conditions including a Business
Plan within six months
– Student organisations reportedly
under the impression that this
ÀJXUHZLOOFRYHUPRVWRIWKHWRWDO
redevelopment costs

łEarly 2011
– Site is purchased by DIT

ł Mid-2011
– Six-month limit for a Business
3ODQ KRZWRÀQDQFHWKHVLWH LVQRW
met, breaking the agreement made
with the student organisations

ł March 2012
– Draft Business plan is produced,
ZLWKRXWDFOHDUSODQIRUÀQDQFLQJWKH
development, an essential element
– DIT estimates total cost for project
to be €6.5million

ł 2012-2014
– Site security is paid for by DIT
(continuing today), but copper
wiring and all other metal is stolen

łFebruary 2014
– The same Draft Business Plan
presented to Student Council, still
with blank spaces for how the
development will be funded

łMarch 2014
– Public tenders are received, which
ZLOOGHWHUPLQHDÀQDOFRVW

łSeptember 2014
– Remains the target for grand
opening, despite it remaining a bare
site with no funding plan in place

www.edition.ie
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Credit: DIT

Continued from p1      
Funding by any means
DIT is now looking at any and every
possible method of funding for the
site. Sinéad McNulty, head of DIT
Sport, told an Athletic Council meeting this month that everything down
to 'buy or sponsor a brick' is being
considered, and asked Student Council to think of the Institute if anyone
wins the Euromillions.
Government Sports Capital Grants
have brought in €900,000 so far, with
another request pending, but philanWKURS\ZLOOEHDIRFXVGHVSLWHGLIÀFXO
ties in this area for IOTs.
Once operational, the site will aim
to be self-funding, but with an estiPDWHGDQQXDOSURÀWRIMXVW½
Were student organisations to be
asked for additional SDF money for
the development, it is far from clear
that this would be released. A period
of negotiations, with conditions and
counter-offers, would be likely.
Long-term concerns
In 2012, the DIT Socs Forum recommended that no further investment
be made due to a range of issues with
the site location and state of repair,
and said a vast amount of money
would be needed to for renovations.

Emigrant fees cut

The Broombridge site in July 2010. Little to no work has been done since that time

Delays and robberies
With the clock ticking on a target
of September 2014 for the facility's
opening, a possible delay has arrived
in the form of new Dublin City CounFLOUXOHVWKDWDQ$VVLJQHG&HUWLÀHUEH
put in place to sign off on the construction, a new layer of red tape that
came into effect on the 1st of March.
A scheduled meeting of Student
Life Council, at which it was expected funding would be discussed, was
also postponed and has not yet been
rescheduled.
Robberies have also plagued the site
since its purchase. Despite DIT's continued expenditure on security, virtually all the metal on-site, including

DIT  Clubs  express  concern  over  
Grangegorman  pitches  and  facilities
While the Broombridge saga continues, its importance has been escalated
by criticisms from Sports clubs over
the facilities that will be in place in
Grangegorman itself.
7KHWZRPDMRUVSRUWVÀHOGVZLOOEH
turf-based grass pitches, due to restrictions placed by the City Council,
meaning they will not be available for
training, and are liable to damage if
over-used or in poor weather.
An all-weather pitch will be installed, however it will be smaller
than the dimensions necessary for

competition-level soccer, and the
sharing of pitches will create problems of overlap and surface damage.
Sources within DIT Sport have described the GG facilities as "no gain'
to certain clubs, and several of them
are now set to continue renting external facilities in the long-term.
At a recent Athletic Council presentation, Sinéad McNulty, Head of
DIT Sport, said: "Grangegorman was
never going to give us everything we
QHHG,W VWU\LQJWRÀW8&'ZKLFKLV
over 400 acres, onto 78 acres."

live, industrial copper wiring, have
been removed, reportedly a sophisticated theft that involved changing
locks on the buildings.
Impact on a levy referendum
The Broombridge saga is likely to
be poorly received by students who
will be asked to vote on the introduction of a levy for facilities.
The SDF has operated as a quasi-levy, with the purpose of funding
future Sports/Socs/SU facilities, since
1997, taken from capitation fees of all
students since then.
With a huge proportion of what was
a €10-12m fund now being dragged
into a facility that will, at best, only
include a pitch and changing rooms
IRUÀHOGVSRUWVWHDPVIRUWKHIRUHVHH
able future, students might ask why
additional money should be provided,
and whether DIT can be trusted to put
it to the best use possible.
A referendum on the levy is unlikely
to take place before early 2015.
What will be on the new site?
The immediate target is an
all-weather GAA pitch, which can
be used by other clubs, but a curfew
of 9pm looks likely due to the close
proximity of housing.
,W LV XQFOHDU ZKDW EHQHÀW ',768
and Socs will get from the site for the
IRUHVHHDEOH IXWXUH UHÁHFWLQJ D VLWH
visit by Socs last year that left many
representatives less than enthralled.

Controversial  'Christianity  course'  held  on  campus
Mass e-mail sent to students by Chaplaincy,
advertising sessions linked to the controversial
Alpha 'introduction to Christianity' organisation
Eoghan McNeill
NEWS EDITOR

DIT Chaplaincy's role in the organisation of an 'Alpha course' on campus
has been opened up for questioning
after doubts emerged over the original organiser of the events, which
have the overt aim of encouraging
people to become Christian
In a response given to The Edition,
DIT stated that its Chaplaincy's role in
the Alpha course was one of support
for students who wished to organise
the session, saying: "DIT students approached the Chaplain for support in
promoting their event."
However, Laura Hamilton of the
Christian Union, who is the main contact given on the Alpha posters, told

The Edition: "Cliff [Jeffers, Aungier
St Chaplain] is the main organiser for
Alpha, but he asked some of us from
the Christian Union to help out."
Jeffers sent out a mass e-mail on the
4th of March, advertising an evening
of religious debate that follows the
format of Alpha, a group that describes itself as providing “a practical
introduction to the Christian faith”.
Alpha has been widely criticised as
going beyond discussion, as its aims
include exploring how everyday life
can be “inter-woven with the Christian faith”.
DIT and the Chaplaincy have defended the course, telling The Edition that students will be supported in
their requests for a space to discuss
spiritual matters.
The e-mail has since been revealed

News  Bulletin

to have breached administrative protocols, by including an attachment
and identifying class list addresses,
though the main issue here is the
Chaplaincy's links to the course itself.
In response to questions on Alpha,
and whether its courses should be
held on campus, the Institute said:
"There are many forms of Alpha as
there are many forms and variety of
religious belief. The Chaplaincy has
no knowledge of what takes place at
other Alpha events but seeks to facilitate an open engaging conversation
with those students who attend the
event at college."

Controversial courses
Described by the English Independent as “British Christianity’s biggest
success story”, Alpha was created by
Nicky Gumbel (pictured front page)
and its practices include encouraging
people to speak in tongues, as well as
being strictly against homosexuality.
Around 20 million people globally
have done an Alpha course, which has
been linked in major news outlets to
brainwashing and evangelism.
Courses, including that currently offered in DIT Aungier Street, involved
WHQZHHNV ÀYHLQ',7 VFDVH RI¶LQ
formal’ evening talks.
The courses make no secret of the
fact they target agnostics and aim to
teach them 'how to be Christian'.
DIT's Islamic Soc recently held
events in the Aungier St foyer, but
was careful to only provide content
that can inform people of what the
faith entails, with many on campus
expressing concern that a religious
event might be held with the purpose
of converting people.

Third-level fees are set to be reduced
for the children of Irish emigrants, it
was announced on St Patrick's Day.
Ruairí Quinn, Minister for Education, has introduced the measure
ZLWK WKH KRSH WKDW LW ZLOO EHQHÀW WKH
children of families that moved outside the EU, of which their have been
many in recent years.
It will mean that these individuals
are no longer liable for international
student fees, much higher than those
for Irish and other EU students.

Internet as Gaeilge
An innovative language-learning
method is set to launch an Irish
version of its technology after an
RQOLQHFDPSDLJQUHFHLYHGVLJQLÀFDQW
support.
Duolingo, a free, technology-driven
system, draws sentences in the language you wish to learn from across
the Internet, and asks you to translate
(beginning with the basics).
Stiofán Ó Connachtaigh, editor of
An t-Eagrán, the Irish section of The
Edition said of the move: "It shows
there is a demand out there for Irish
language courses, and hopefully the
online and technological nature of it
will bring in more students who want
to get back Irish or make a start."

Comms conference
The Public Relations and Public AfIDLUV 353$  6RF ZLOO KRVW WKH ÀUVW
ever PR, Event Management and
Communications Conference on Friday the 28th of March.
The conference aims at assisting
SRVWJUDGXDWH DQG ÀQDO \HDU VWXGHQWV
in achieving a better understanding
of the options available to them upon
graduation as well as providing networking opportunities.
Journalists, PR professionals, and
directors from some of the country’s
leading businesses will be present, including Irish Independent News Editor Liam Collins, PR academic Ellen
Gunning, and Acting Head of Marketing of Arnotts Louise Conlon.
The Conference will take place in
Aungier Street's Courtyard. Tickets
will cost €5 for students and €10 for
employees and can be purchased on
Evenbrite.ie and in DITSU shops.

Africa Soc events
DIT"s Africa Society will hold an
Erasmus Culture Show this Thursday,
the 27th of March in Aungier Street's
Courtyard.
The event will include entertainment from Wassa Wassa Ireland and
the Bini Dance Community, as well as
a fashion show, live poetry and plays.
On Saturday the 29th of March,
the Africa Soc will also be involved
with the Masquerade Ball, an event
organised by Africa Societies from
third-level colleges across the country. It will take place in the O'Callaghan Davenport Hotel, with tickets
available for €20.

NEWS
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No, I gave up
nothing. I'm not
Catholic.
Sarah Muthi
Business Computing
(First Year)
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I didn't give anything
up, because I
suppose I just
couldn't be bothered.
Is that really bold? I
guess it is.
Áine Beirne

news@edition.ie

Jessica  SpencerZHQWWR¿QGRXWLI',7VWXGHQWVDUHRII
DQ\WKLQJIRU/HQWDQGLIWKH\ UHVWLFNLQJWRLW6KHIRXQGWKLV
WHUULEOHVKRZHURIKHDWKHQV

Lent? What do you
mean? I've never
heard of that.
Simeon Vonmiller
Electrical & Control
Engineering
(Third Year)

Film & Broadcasting
(First Year)

I gave up chocolate
and I mostly stick to
it, but sometimes I
subconsciously break
it. I eat chocolate and
am like 'Sh*t! I broke
my lent!' But I don’t
do it purposefully.

Nothing, I don't really
believe in that. I'm
quite healthy so I've
nothing to give up.
I'm good.
Paul Flaherty
Masters in Finance

Taz Kelleher
Film & Broadcasting
with a Language
(First Year)

Tensions  and  uncertainty  remain   $TXDUHKRQRXUIRU%HKDQ
after  Mountjoy  Square  forums
Students set to move
to Grangegorman in
September feel their
questions are still not
being answered
Al McConnell
EDITOR

Students remain in the dark on a number of issues relating to the September
move, after a Mountjoy Square College Forum held on the 4th of March
became more of a Q&A session with
senior DIT staff.
Will Meara, DITSU VP for Events
who was representing the Union at
the Forum, has told The Edition:
"There was a sense of a lot of animosity and confusion among students
as to whether there was going to be
enough space for the students and
over several other issues."
(PPD2 /HDU\&ODVV5HSIRUÀUVW

year Fine Art, also told The Edition:
"The general feeling is of dissatisfaction among students. Although
DIT were attempting to answer our
questions, they only managed to further upset us as they were largely unanswered, and commonly met with 'I
don't know'.
"There's a feeling of stress, uncertainty, and unhappiness," O'Leary
continued. "Students feel like they
are being kept in the dark. This has
brought the quality of operation of the
Grangegorman move into question in
the eyes of the students affected."
Forwards or backwards to D7?
The possibility of students 'hot-desking' (sharing space on a rotational basis) also remains a thorny issue that is
\HWWREHFODULÀHG
Two students at the Forum raised
the point that with hot-desking they
might only have two or three hours to
work on a piece and then pack it up
and put it away.
Meara has said: "As they stand they

There is a feeling of stress,
uncertainty and unhappiness
– students feel like they are
being kept in the dark
have a space where they can work on
it and then leave it there for as long
as they need, so they can come back
to it, so they feel like the move to
Grangegorman, for them, could lead
to a lower student experience on the
academic side.
"DIT answered as well as they could
have without certain information, but
I personally believe that with such a
large move, a level or preparation beyond the norm would be expected."
A degree of tension was reportedly
also evident between Meara, and DIT
President Brian Norton, when the
SU Shop at Grangegorman issue was
raised.
Class Reps of Mountjoy Square are
to be given a guide of the new campus
and a talk on Friday, and it is hoped
their questions will then be answered.

The 50th
anniversary of
DIT alumnus
Brendan Behan's
death was
marked with a
commemorative
stamp, pictured
below, earlier
this month

Tuesday, March 25th, 2014
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Staff Writer

English version given
to third-years in error

Members of the DIT Students' Union
have 'got their kit off' in aid of this
year's elected charity Barretstown.
The Union President Glenn Fitzpatrick told The Edition: "The calendar
was done purely in the interest of
raising money for the charity. I hope
people don't get offended by it, but I
PHDQLIWKHÀUHEULJDGHFDQJHWDZD\
with it, surely we can."
&DOHQGDUVFDQEHSXUFKDVHGE\ÀOO
ing out a Google Doc registration
form via DITSU, and will cost €10

Credit: BIMM

32 students brought in
for resit a week later
Al McConnell
EDITOR

DITSU and DIT hold 'cordial' meetings,
but several issues are not going away

DITSU President Glenn Fitzpatrick has
said the meetings are "still in train", but
he feels there is an indication that slow
progress is being made on a number of
the Unions demands made in the State
of the Union address.
"I'm getting the vibe it's the start of a
process. There's a lot of dialogue on a
lot of different fronts, but things seem
like they're starting to move," he said.
"Negotiations are happening, and
we'll give them every opportunity,"
said Fitzpatrick.
Dr Noel O'Connor, Head of Student

NEWS

BIMM  students  sit  exam,  and  
are  then  told  it's  the  wrong  one

Good grief, but it's
for a good cause

Staff Writer

5

Services, has also echoed the importance of open discussion and was positive about meetings so far.
"I think the working group is working again, and we're meeting Agendas
and exploring issues. The only way
forward will be dialogue on all sides,"
he told The Edition.
However, the mechanism to solve
any impasse on an issue, which can
involve outside arbitration, may be
resorted to on the issue of an SU shop
at Grangegorman, with little progress
being made, and the Grangegorman
bar issue perhaps coming higher on
the Agenda after points raised by The
Edition last week.

You  put  your  post-grads  
in,  your  post-grads  out

BIMM Dublin has promised that a
major exam error can "never happen
again" after third-year Songwriting
students were given the wrong exam,
and told to come back a week later for
a repeat.
The English version of a Music
Publishing exam was given, an error
not immediately challenged by students as they study the jurisdiction as
part of the Irish version of the course.
Class Rep Brendan McGlynn told
The Edition: "Everyone was just going mad [when an e-mail was received
after the exam]. There's been a lot of
admin mess-ups recently, and people
have been questioning the course."
He continued to say that his year was
WKHÀUVWRQWKH6RQJZULWLQJFRXUVHVR
WKH,QVWLWXWHKDVEHHQÀQGLQJLWVZD\
"A lot of these things will never
happen again but it's taken mistakes
in our year for them to cut their teeth.
"They have been incredibly apologetic but surely someone would have

checked the exam beforehand."
Gary Ó'Nualláin, another student on
the course, refused to resit the exam
last week, and told The Edition:
"I'm sick of the uncertainty surrounding every exam, assessment,
and assignment we've had this year.
"It wasn't petulance or teenage-esque rebellion. I did well in the exam
they set. It was nothing we didn't cover – we got UK based questions but
we covered Ireland, UK, France, Germany, USA, and Japan. I didn't think
it was fair that I had to re-sit because
of yet another BIMM error.

A lot of these things will
never happen again but it's
taken mistakes in our year
for them to cut their teeth

Ó'Nualláin may now be forced to sit
an August repeat in order to progress.
Apologies
Jason Knight, Educational Manager
at BIMM Dublin, has told The Edition the error was "unfortunate and
unprecedented" and was noticed a
IHZ PLQXWHV DIWHU WKH H[DP ÀQLVKHG
After consultation with the Head of
the Conservatory, Dr Gordon Munro,
DQG',7·V([DPLQDWLRQV2IÀFHU'DU
ren Myler, it was decided that the assessment should be declared null and
void, and rescheduled as soon as possible "in order to minimise the impact
on students".
An e-mail was sent with an apology
on the same day, and further apologies were made to students.
The error will now be brought to
the attention of the External Examiner, and consideration of examination
results at the June Progression Board
will take it into account.
.QLJKWZHQWRQWRFRQÀUPWKDWDUH
view of administrative procedures has
been carried out and "an extra checking system put in place to make absolutely certain that such an occurrence
can never happen again."
"Again, I would like to stress that
since BIMM Dublin opened in 2011,
we have never had such an error occur, and we have apologised sincerely
to all students who were affected," he
said.

Credit: The Edition

Staff moved out of run-down New Bride St
buildings, only for that decision to be reversed
Al McConnell
EDITOR

to the structures as it would not be
ÀQDQFLDOO\SUXGHQWDFFRUGLQJWR',7
%XLOGLQJV2IÀFHU3DXO0F'XQSK\

Post-graduate
researchers
were
moved out of DIT's New Bride Street
buildings in preparation for their sale,
only for that decision to be reversed,
leaving the spaces in a poor state of
repair and Number 33 unoccupied,
The Edition has learned.
With the upcoming move to Grangegorman, it was thought the buildings
would be sold to raise funds, but that
decision was reversed after a reappraisal of the market and the properties sale potential.
Numbers 31, 33 and 34 on New
Bride Street, adjoining the Kevin St
campus, are now in a poor state of
repair and contain a back-log of past
occupants' property, though two of
WKH EXLOGLQJV FXUUHQWO\ DFW DV RIÀFHV
for researchers.
With DIT due to move out of the
Kevin St campus in 2017, there will
also be no refurbishment work done

New campus priorities
New Bride Street situation reveals
a trend across DIT campuses that
ensuring the best sale potential for
each Institute-owned building can be
reached, while it moves out of rented
spaces at the earliest opportunity.
An impact has been felt by staff
and students across the city, with ofÀFHPRYHVGLFWDWHGE\WKHVHÀQDQFLDO
concerns.
However, New Bride St is believed
to be the most obvious case of such
measures, according to McDunphy.
He also told The Edition a request
from the college to re-occupy has
been accepted and people will be put
back in over the coming weeks.
Work will only be carried out on the
spaces in order to make them "occupiable and habitable" for the next three
years, however, with Grangegorman
ÀQDQFLDOFRQFHUQVWDNLQJSULRULW\

DIT's New Bride Street buildings, adjoining Kevin Street, could use some work, but money is tight ahead of campus move

Inset and Left: Since staff moved, left property has piled up
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NEWS Not the page 6 news

Students  being  'driven  to  Grangegorman'  
by  constant  talk  about  Grangegorman
Paddy Droom
HEALTH CORRESPONDENT

Concern for students' mental health
has been voiced after reports emerged
that many are being 'driven to
Grangegorman' (in the old-Dublin
sense of the phrase, meaning to be
driven mad) by the constant debate,
coverage and publicity around the
new campus.
6HYHUDO VWXGHQWV KDYH FRQÀUPHG WR
The Edition that the word 'Grangegorman' has now lost all meaning,
and some revealed they have begun
lashing out when the topic arises in
conversation.
"It's just a sound to me know," said
one student, "like when you say 'bubble' over and over again...bubble...
bubble...see?...bubble...buh-bull..."

Grandparents of students, who remember the days when 'gone up to
Grangegorman' was a local term for
losing one's sanity, have been making
things worse by repeating the phrase
to their young relatives. Students
have been advised to stay away from
anyone over 60 years of age.
Facilities are in place
A spokesperson for DIT told The
Edition that while the college is
concerned that constant evangelism
around the new saviour campus
might damage students' sanity, the
facilities are in place to deal with any
problems.
"We are very lucky in the sense that
WKH ÀUVW QHZ EXLOGLQJ DW *UDQJHDW
the new site...is actually the Phoenix
Care Centre, the HSE's new mental
health facility. So for those students

...Because we made it up

Never  seen  in  the  same  room
Jason  Bateman  earns  €187,000  
moonlighting  as  an  Irish  Senior  Counsel

ZKR ÀQDOO\ FUDFN ZH ZLOO KDYH WKH
very best, state-of-the-art services for
them. The new campus really is the
best thing since sliced bread, if not
better!"
Edition implicated
The Edition has also been implicated in the detrimental effect on students' well-being, after covering a
range of negative aspects of the campus relocation.
"The new site actually does have a
few problems," said the paper's editor, dodging a right-hook from a passing member of staff.
The editor has since been removed
from his position and relocated to the
secure wing of the Phoenix Centre,
after it was held that this statement
clearly demonstrated a loss of touch
with reality.

American actor Jason
Bateman has been accused of aging 10 years
and moonlighting as an
Irish lawyer, under the
name Michael Cush SC,
as well as representing
Denis O'Brien, Sean
Quinn and Philip Lynch
in the process.

Jason Bateman

'Heavy drinking, sexual promiscuity
and gratuitous violence': Bond Ball
evening entertainment announced
Agent Vodka-and-Orange
EVENTS CORRESPONDENT

The  Edition  to  hold  a  whip-round  in  aid  of  
the  Broombridge  site  redevelopment
Bertie Ah-Here
'FUTURE STUDENT' CORRESPONDENT

A whip-round is to be conducted by
college newspaper The Edition in aid
of the future sports/societies/SU facilities at Broombridge, with hopes
KLJKWKDWDGRXEOHÀJXUHDPRXQWFDQ
be raised within the year.
According to the paper's editor:
"DIT's taking a Tesco-esque approach
to the site, and is really emphasising

that every little – seriously, anything
– will be a boost to the project. So we
thought we would contribute what we
can. Hopefully €10 or so can make
a difference. It's really only for one
all-weather GAA pitch; how much
could that cost?"
DIT spokespersons came out in support and praise for the paper's idea,
welling up slightly at the prospect of
some money being found for the site.
,W VDPDJQLÀFHQWJHVWXUHLWUHDOO\
is," said one senior staff member. "We

“

It's as if it's a bad
time to be asking for
philanthropy

have tried everything for this project
– I spent last weekend on Grafton
Street, cap-in-hand, but was surprised
by the small amount of money I received. It's as if it's a bad time to be
asking for philanthropy."

Michael Cush SC

A spectacular evening of entertainment has been announced for tomorrow's 'Bond Ball', including all-youcan-drink vodka, the suspension of
safe-sex promotions, and a personal
ÀUHDUPIRUWKRVHLQDSSURSULDWHDWWLUH
"The whole night is in celebration of
the style and charisma of everyone's
favourite spy," said an organiser. "We
felt excessive drinking, sexual deviance and a short fuse were all central
aspects of the James Bond persona

that we did not want to ignore."
Several students have spoken to The
Edition of their eagerness to replicate
Bond's on-screen drinking habits.
"First thing I'm doing when I get
to the Crowne Plaza is ordering a
Martini – shaken, not stirred!" said
RQHH[FLWHGÀUVW\HDU$IWHUWKDW, OO
have about eight more, because that's
what Bond would do, and if it's good
enough for Bond, it's good enough
for me."
Senior staff have warned against
the combination of nine vodkas and a
UHQWHG WX[ 7KH 0DUWLQL KDV D ÀHUFH
kick to it – bejaney," said one member.

DITSU puts toys back in the pram after peace talks with
senior college staff, but maintains stance on key issues

DITSU  to  hold  all  meetings  in  musical  form  
next  year,  as  Drama  Soc  dominates  elections
Incoming VP for Education, Graham 'Beard of
Bolton St' Higginbotham, voices anger at plans

DITSU  hits  we  can  
look  forward  to

R N Twee-Great

'(Student)  Money,  
Money,  Money'

DITSU CORRESPONDENT

Meetings of the Student Council, as
well as DITSU staff's input at senior
DIT meetings, will be conducted in
musical form next year, according to
sources within the Union.
The decision comes after Drama Society members dominated this year's
DITSU elections, with incoming
President Fiachra Duffy, VP Events
Ciara Murnane, and VP Welfare Femi
Bankole all having held senior committee roles with the Soc.
Incoming VP for Education Graham
'The Beard of Bolton Street' Higginbotham, has, however, voiced anger
at the idea he will be forced to sing
and dance as part of his job next year.

"It's a ridiculous decision," The
Beard told The Edition. "This move
is not what we need at all. What we're
crying out for is a beard-driven DITSU executive, which will establish
our dominance over DIT staff at important meetings.
"So far there has been an unsatisfactory level of beard in this Union.
Fiachra Duffy has come on board, but
Femi Bankole is reluctant and Ciara
Murnane seems to have made no effort
whatsoever on the facial hair front."
Others within the Student Council
were more supportive of the move,
with many stating they had actually
believed the whole thing was some
VRUWRISOD\LQWKHÀUVWSODFH
"I was never sure if it was a farce, a
tragedy, or a satire, but I just played
along," said one Councillor.

'Food,  Glorious  Food  
(chips,  goujons  and  
curry)'  
'Don't  cry  for  me  
Aungier  Street'
'The  impossible  
dream'  (of  a  single  
campus)
'Endless  night'  (at  
Student  Council)
'Brother,  Can  You  
Spare  a  Dime  (for  
Broombridge)?'

The  toys  can  be  back  
out  any  time,  just  give  
me  a  reason  DIT!
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Student  Summit  
Technological  
launched  by  USI
University  

DIT  to  draft  
response  to  
Apprentice  
Review

#TU4D update

moving  ahead
Al McConnell
EDITOR

A joint strategy day between
the three Governing Bodies of DIT, IT Tallaght and
Blanchardstown IT was held
on the 12th of March to discuss
the upcoming merger between
the institutions, and the 'TU4
Dublin' campaign.
It remains unclear as to when
both the merger and ultimately
TU status might be achieved,
though it is expected that ITT
and ITB will be merged into
DIT in mid- to -late 2015, with
mid-2016 a target for the potential TU status to be obtained.
In a statement to The Edition,
DIT said: "[Time scales] depend on legislation. The draft
Heads of Bill for Technological Universities was issued in
the last couple of months. We
believe it is now at Committee
stage and we await the outcome."
',7DOVRFRQÀUPHGWKDWLWKDV
spent no money on the project
so far, which has been funded by
the HEA.
Several issues do remain to
be addressed within the project. The voice of students in
discussions has been a thorny
issue to date, with Fitzpatrick
stating that a lot of the discussion at the strategy day "made
students sound like items on a
production line".
Fitzpatrick has told The Edition that students must be key
stakeholders in any discussions, with an input on how
student services and facilities
will be provided in a TU, how
teaching and student-staff rations will be organised, how
the TU would be funded, and
what kind of status a Students'
Union would have.
"We've had to force our way
into the frame after discussions
were moving ahead at such a
pace that they weren't even
considering student input,"
said Fitzpatrick.
A student-run conference on
the overall TU project is also
set to take place in the coming
months, and Fitzpatrick is to
make a submission to the Education Committee of the Oireachtas on the TU legislation.
At the recent strategy day,
concerns were also raised by
staff members around the impact the merger and TU status
could have for their contracts,
including tenure, pensions issues and progression.
The Labour Relations Commission is to organise a consultation forum for representative bodies, according to
Fitzpatrick.

600 students and over 30 start-ups will
attend the event at Dublin Castle

Staff Writer

First event of its kind will see students
‘invade’ the Castle in two weeks’ time
Al McConnell
EDITOR

The Student Summit, a new entrepreneurship and networking
events for third-level students,
was launched last Wednesday
at Dublin Castle by the Union
of Students in Ireland (USI).
On the 8th of April, the event
itself will involve 600 students,
over 30 start-up exhibitions,
speakers from Google, LinkedIn, Twitter and Think House
(among others) and a range
of workshops for students interested in starting their own
business or getting involved in
entrepreneurship in general.
Speaking at the launch, USI

President Joe O’Connor told
The Edition: “The Summit will
provide an unbelievable learning and networking opportunity for students, who will be
able to hear from fresh and
innovative start-ups, as well as
major Multi-Nationals, giving
them the best feedback and advice available.”
O’Connor also said USI is
expecting tickets to go quickly, with a limited number of
600 available (due to capacity
at the Print Works Conference
Centre).
Will Meara, VP for Events at
DITSU and co-organiser of the
Summit with Guiney, told The
Edition: “It’s been two months
organising this event in its en-

Credit: DIT

DIT's  going  Green
Staff Writer
The DIT Green Campus Committee have launched the
schedule for Green Week, to
take place from the 31st of
March until the 3rd of April.
Filipa Ferraz, one of the coordinators of the Green Week,
told The Edition: “We have
designed the Green Week
schedule to show people in
DIT how they can make a real
difference, and live in a more
sustainable manner."
The Week will include a series of roadshows that will
visit each of the main campus
locations.
Among other things, planned
activities include workshops
on upcycling, a bike-powered
smoothie maker, and a 'Bike to
College' Day, with incentives
for participants.
A panel will also discuss the
Green credentials of Grangegorman, while former Lord

Mayor Andrew Montague will
give a talk on the Dublin Bike
scheme.
The Roadshows will be focusing on DIT Mountjoy
Square, DIT Temple Bar and
DIT Portland Row to help students and staff plan their new
commute to Grangegorman in
September.
Ciarán Cuffe, Chairperson of
the DIT Green Campus Committee, said: “The Green Week
comes on top of the work that
has been done to capture the
data on the resources we use in
DIT – water, waste, energy and
transport. With all this work,
we’re well on our way to getting the Green Flag for DIT.”
The Green Week Roadshow
ZLOO EH LQ %ROWRQ 6W ÀUVW RQ
March 31st, then Kevin St
on April 1st, before moving
on to Aungier St, Temple Bar
and Portland Row on April
QG DQG ÀQLVKLQJ XS LQ &D
thal Brugha St and Mountjoy
Square on April 3rd.

Credit: USI

The Summit will
provide educational and
networking opportunities
that haven't been available
to student up to now
– Will Meara, DITSU

tirety, after the idea originally came to us from our own
[Meara and USI Campaigns
2IÀFHU3DGG\*XLQH\ V@H[SH
rience of how important networking was to our work this
year, and when we realised that
we were among the youngest

people at major events such as
Dub Net or Web Summit.”
“The Student Summit will
provide educational and networking opportunities that
haven’t been available to students up to now – it’s a gap
that colleges and third-level in
JHQHUDO KDYHQ·W EHHQ ÀOOLQJµ
Meara continued.
The event will be held in
the Print Works Conference
Centre, Dublin Castle, on the
evening of April 8th. Ticket
information can be found at
www.studentsummit.ie and a
Twitter account at @student_
summit has been set up.

A sub-group of the Academic Council has been set up to
draft a DIT response to the
National Review on Apprenticeships.
Tom Corrigan has told The
Edition: 2Q D ÀUVW ORRN LW
seems like around 20 percent
of the DIT submission prior to
the report was included."
The report will require sigQLÀFDQW GLVFXVVLRQ ZLWK DOO WKH
stakeholders before an effective
structure can be implemented,
according to Corrigan, but it has
created a platform to develop an
operational plan to implement
its recommendations.
Although the Review contains little substance on Government commitments to apprenticeship, Corrigan feels it
presents many challenges and
opportunities for providers
like DIT.
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Slán  agus   EAGARTHÓR
Buíochas,  
arsa  an  
t-Uachtarán

Ionadaíocht  I  Saol  Na  
Mac  Léinn  De  Dhíth  

Tessa Flemming

Ar an 5 Márta, rinne an t-Uachtarán,
Mícheál D. Ó hUiginn, óraid in Áras
an Uachtaráin, inár ghabh sé buíochas leis an sólathar iontach a bhain
Seán O Cuirreáin amach mar Chomisiúinéir Teanga ó 2003-2014 ar
mhaithe le muintir na hÉireann agus
na glúine atá le teacht.
D’éirigh O Cuirreáin as a phoist
toisc an easpa séirbhísí stáit a bhí curtha ar fáil trí Gaeilge do shaoránaigh
na hÉireann.
D’aithain Ó hUiginn go raibh
JQtRPK À~QWDFK GpDQWD DJ Ð &XLUreáin do shaol na Gaeilge ach ghlac
sé go raibh séanadh déanta ag an
státchóras ar an teanga maidir le cúrsaí oideachais, faisnéise leighis agus
mar sin de. Dúirt sé go raibh díoma
air toisc an easpa Gaeilge a bhí ar fáil
do shaoránaigh a gcearta a chuir i bhfeidhm agus nach ábhar ranna bhreise
í an Gaeilge, ach gur bhunchearta í.
Bhí sé bhuíoch de Sheán an fhírinne
agus an réalachas seo a chuir in iúil
dúinn maidir leis an nGaeilge ionas
go d’fhéadfaimis dul i ngleic leis na
fadhbanna sa státchóras.

“Not to learn Irish is
to miss the opportunity
of understanding what
life in this country has
meant, and could mean
in a better future.”
– Séamus Heaney.
Ghlac an t-Uachtarán go raibh deacrachtaí i gceist le forbairt agus feabhsú na Gaeilge agus saol na Gaeltachta, ach gur gá dúinn seasamh
suas, ní hamháin dár n-oidreacht
a chosaint agus a shábháil, ach go
mbeadh an Ghaeilge mar gné den
gnáthshaol dúinn. Dúirt sé go raibh
athrú ag teacht ar íomha na Gaeilge.
Níl an stigma de bhochtanas nó éisimirce á iompar ag an nGaeilge níos
mó. Dúirt se go bhfuil fuinneamh
leis an dteanga sa tréimhse nua-aimseartha seo, gur thóg an gluaiseacht
teicneolaíochta an Ghaeilge léi agus
go bhfuil daoine ag dul i ngleic le
cruthaithíochta lena chéile trí mheán
na Gaeilge.
Seachtain oiriúnach a bhí i gceist
don óráid agus é díreach i lár seachtain na Gaeilge. Chríochnaigh Ó hUiginn le cúpla focal óna sheanchara
Seamus Heaney. “Not to learn Irish
is to miss the opportunity of understanding what life in this country has
meant, and could mean in a better future.”
Ceapeadh Rónán Ó Domhnaill mar
Choimisinéir Teanga nua ar an 12
Márta.

Is  ceart  bunreachtúil  do  shoaránaigh  a  rogha  idir  Gaeilge  agus  Béarla  a  úsáid  mar  
chéad  teanga,  ach  an  aithnítear  an  pobal  mionlach  sa  gnáth  saol?

STIOFÁN
Ó CONNACHTAIGH
EAGARTHÓR GHAEILGE

C

ruthaíodh buzz timpeall an
choláiste i rith raic Seachtain na
Gaeilge gan amhras.
Ní mór do lucht eagraithe leanúint
ar aghaidh anois chun tuilleadh
daoine a spreagadh a gcuid Gaeilge a
úsáid, mar ní minic a thagann sé gan
obair dian díograsach, an ‘buzz’ seo.
Tiocfadh leis a bheith imithe chomh
gasta agus a tháinig sé.
Is iomaí ruda sa lá atá inniú ann
a chuireann bac os comhar cearta
teanga agus forbairt, ach tá easpa
láithreacht sa gnáth saol ar cheann de
na príomh deachrachtaí.
Bhí daoine sa choláiste ag caint
faoi SnaG 2014, bhí imeachtaí agus
gníomh le feiceál ar gach campas
agus glacadh go raibh an Ghaeilge
mar chuid de DIT, le haghaidh seachtain amháin. An dushlán ná an dlús a
choimeád, ach tá sé sin de dhíth.
Aontas na Mac Léinn
Tá tuairimí éagsúla faoin ról a
bheidh ag Aontas na Mac Léinn
ITBÁC, nó DITSU, i saol na Gaeilge
amach anseo ach tá sé fíor táb-

hachtach don teanga in ITBÁC go
bhfuil tacaíocht aici ón Aontas.
Tá meas don Aontas ag méadú an
tam ar fad i measc lucht an choláiste
agus bíonn tionchar acu ar shaol na
mac léinn. Is beag Fresher gníomhach nach mbeidh aithne aige ar an
fhoireann DITSU faoi dheireadh a
chéad mí. Bíonn siad ar fud na háite,
ag tógáil a gcuid fuinnimh leo.
Is féidir leis an Cumann Gaelach
Qy2LÀJQD*DHLOJHyFiLGtVyLVLDOWD
agus ranganna a heagrú nó seirbhísí
a chur ar fáil, cinnte. Níl dóigh ar
bith áfach, le foinsí ama agus airgidis
chomh teoranta, go bhféadfaidis fíor
ionadaíocht leanúnach don lucht
labhartha a chinntiú.
Déantar dearmad uaireanta go
phoiblí, sna meáin agus sa státchóras
go stáit dhátheangach é seo. Ní
thuigtear uaireanta go bhfuil teanga
dúchais le lucht labhartha mionlach ann atá i mbaol mar phobal
toisc nach glactar leo. I mbaol toisc
an neamhaird ar a gcearta teanga
bunreachtúil, a rogha a dhéanamh
idir Gaeilge agus Béarla mar chéad
tenaga.
Ní bheadh dochar smáil, ama nó
airgidis ar bith i gceist don Aontas
le ionadaíocht a chinntiú do theanga
dhúchais mionlach agus a lucht labhartha nach aithnítear iad go fóill.

“

Is é an láithreacht
laethúil campais atá
de dhíth láithreach,
chun dóibh siúid
a bhfuil ag teacht
isteach le meon úr a
spreagadh

An  Lá  Dearg,  Béal  Feirste,     Gluais
Satharn  12  Aibreán
A spreagadh
Stiofán Ó Connachtaigh
EAGARTHÓR GHAEILGE

Beidh muintir na Gaeilge amach ar na
sráideanna arís, ag éileamh “Cearta,
Cothramas agus Cóir” ag an ‘Lá
Dearg’ atá á eagrú ó thuaidh ar an
Satharn, 12 Aibreán, i mBéal Feirste.
Is iad na héilimh ar Thíonól Thuaisceart Éireann:
łAcht
Gaeilge
cuimsitheach
ceart-bhunaithe a achtú
łGo gcomhlíonfar dualgas reachtúil
an rialtais le go bhforbrófar Córas
Gaeloideachais Cuimsitheach
łGo gcuirfear acmhainní cuí ar fáil
d’fhorbairt Phobal na Gaeilge
Fágfaí Cultúrlann McAdam Ó Fiach, Bóthar na bhFál, Béal Feirste ag
2:00pm chun aghaidh a thabhairt ar
Chearnóg Theach an Chustaim i lár
na cathrach,

Is léiriú leathan láidir den frustrachas
agus crá chroí i leith easpa dúil rialtais agus státchórais, ó thuaidh theas,
freastal a dhéanamh ar chearta teanga
phobal na Gaeltachta agus na Gaeilge.
Dar le tuairisc de chuid Coiste na
Saineolaithe Eorpach do Theangacha
Réigiiúnacha agus Mionlaigh, tá bac
á chur ar an Ghaeilge ó thuaidh mar
maireann dearcadh naimhdeach i
Stormont i leith a forbairt.
Tá dlús úr tagtha sa fheachtas le míosa anuas agus leanann an ‘Lá Dearg’
Lá Mór na Gaeilge, nuair a bhailligh
idir 7,000 agus 10,000 duine i mBaile
Átha Cliath, chomh maith leis an léirsiú ‘Slán le Seán’ i gConamara. Tá
lucht an fheachtais Dearg Le Fearg ag
iarraidh ar Phobail na hÉireann uile
“seasamh linn don LÁ DEARG.
Tá fáilte roimh gach saoránach a
chreideann i dtodhchaí na Gaeilge
agus i gcearta daonna”.

Is foras ard-oideachais é ITBÁC
agus tagann mór formhór na mac
léinn ón chóras Ardteiste. Cé mhéad
acu siúid a bhíodh dúil agus bá
acu don teanga tar éis 13 nó 14
bhliain staidéir a dhéanamh uirthi
ach a chailleadh suim de dheasca
an meon a bhí ina dtimpeallach?
Cé mhéad acu a chaith a nóige
ag freastal nó ag abair ar chúrsaí
Gaeltachta samhraidh, nó a bhí sa
chóras Gaelscolaíochta agus na
clubanna óige? Cé mhéad acu a
chaith na huaireanta staidéir chun
a dteanga a fhoghlaim ó leabhar sa
domhain Béarla agus a bhuaileann
lena baiceanna céanna sa domhan
Béarla amháin i DIT? Cé mhéad acu
a thógadh le Gaeilge ó dhúchais sa
Ghaeltacht agus lasmuigh de? Cé
mhéad acu a bhfuil cúrsa nó modúil
Gaeilge á staidéar acu? Tagann pobal
Gaeilge úr isteach gach bliain, níl
amhras ar bith faoi sin.
Is é an láithreacht laethúil campais
atá de dhíth láithreach, i mo bharúil,
chun dóibh siúid a bhfuil ag teacht
isteach le meon úr a spreagadh.
Tugann ionadaíocht agus tacaíocht
ón Aontais an láithreacht. Cabhríonn
sé leis an chéad céim a thógáil an
chóras a réiteadh agus an teanga a
bhogadh ón imeall i dtreo an lár i
gnáth saol na mac léinn.

”    

To encourage
Dlús Momentum
Láithreacht
Presence
Ionadaíocht
Representation
Mionlach Minority
Cearta teanga
Language rights
Státchóras
State system
Bunreachtúil
Constitutional
Maoiniú Finance
Baitín sealaíochta

Relay baton
Tacaíocht Support
Meath Decline
Neamhaird
Disregard
Faillí Neglect
Ag éileamh
Demanding
Thíonól Thuaisceart
Éireann Northern
Assembly
Frustrachas
Frustration
Dearcadh Outlook
Bac Obstruction
Agóid Protest
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AN T-EAGRÁN
DEARCADH ÓN GHAELTACHT

Is  Tairne  Eile  sa  Chonra  é  Gach  Bliain  Amú
feirge in iúl de bharr neamhiard an
rialtais. Las an mórshiúil solas ar na
fadhbanna práinneacha ba chúis le
tachtadh na teanga.
SEOSAIMHÍN
Ceapaim go mór an náire é nach
NÍ GHALLACHÓIR
bhfuil formhór den rialtas in ann an
WHDQJDDODEKDLUWDFKÀ~QtOVLDGViVWD
ar dhuine a thógadh sa Ghael- go leor é a chosaint agus a chaomhnú.
tacht agus bunaithe ar mo Dúírt Sean Ó Cuirreáin faoin rialtas,
thaithí phearsanta, tchím go laethiúil QXDLU D G·HLULJK Vp DV D SKRVW PDU
Chomisinéir Teanga, gur rinneadh
an meath ar ár dteanga dúchais.
1tOLP DFK EOLDLQ LV ÀFKH G·DRLV faillí ar an teanga agus gur thréig siad
ach is léir na difríochtaí idir muin- pobal na Gaeltachta agus na Gaeilge.
tir na háite agus an méid Gaeilge a Aontaím le seo go huile is go hiomlabhair daoine deich mbliain ó shin, lán.
Ag machnaimh siar deich bliain ó
ach go háirithe i measc muintir na
hóige. Inniú ní chloiseann tú ach se- shín, cuimhním mó cheantar mar áit
andíonosóirí ag comhrá i nGaeilge beochta bríomhara faoi choinne na
in aghaidh blianta ó shin agus é mar Gaeil. Ach chas an taoide, agus anois
phríomh mhéan chumarsáide le linn mar gheall ar dhífhostaíocht, easpa
infheistíocht i seirbhísí agus falsabunadh na háite.
An mí seo caite, chonaic muid pob- cht an rialtas, tháinig meath trom i
al na Gaeilge ag cur a gcuid tuairimí nGaoth Dobhair.

M

Ón am a leag na gall bonn ar thalamh
Éirinn bhí Gaeilge faoí bhagairt ach
LQQL~  PDU VWiLW ¶GKiWKHDQJDFK· QtO
thig linn ach an locht chuir orainn féin
faoi stáid na teanga.
Is oth liom rá go bhfuil dearcadh
diúltach don teanga i measc chuid
dena gaeilgeoirí óga i mó cheantar
féin. Tá siadsan den tuairim gur srian
forbartha í agus nach bhfuil cúis leis
an teanga níos mó, ach go háirithe taobh amuigh den Ghaeltacht. Caithim
a hadmháil go haontaím leo fosta mar
tchím laghdú na teanga i nGaoth Dobhair ó mo thaithí féin.
$FK G·DLQQHRLQ VLQ VSUHDJ GyFKDV
ionam mar gheall ar an mhórshiuil
Dearg le Fearg an mhí seo caite. Sheas 10,000 gaeilgeoirí an fód ar son
chearta teanga agus léirigh siad a mí
shástacht leis an rialtas.
Ní fhéidir é a chur ar an ghad ba ghiorra níos mó.

Credit: Seosaimhín Ní Ghallachóir

An  Coimisinéir  Teanga  Úr

Rónán Ó Domhnaill leis an Uachtarán agus an Aire Stáit Gaeltachta

Seosaimhín Ní Ghallachóir
Tá gach aon dealramh gur chuala tú
faoi bronnadh poist an Choimisinéara
Teanga ar Rónán Ó Domhnaill le
GHDQDt$FKDQFKpLVWDWiÀWHIXDLWHL
meon na nGael nó, an ndeanfaidh sé
GLÀUDUELWKGRVWiLGQD*DHLOJH"
Táimid ag fánacht le míorúilt nó
slánaitheoir titim ón spéir chun cic
mhór sa tóin a thabhairt don rialtas
QyÀ~VSODQFDWKEKHRFKDLQQDWHDQJD
a lasadh ar fud na tire. An é Ronan Ó
'RPKQDLOOiUJFXLGVOiQDLWKHRLU"
Níl fhios agam, leis an fhírinne a
Ui DFK QXDLU D G·pLVW Pp OHLV D FKX
id tuairimí pearsanta faoi drochstáid
QD *DHLOJH DU ¶6HDFKW /i· G·DLWKLQ
mé Gaeilgeoir eile a bhfuil tuiscint
doimhne aige faoi fulaingt na nGael
.Is an Ceathrú Rua i nGaeltacht Chonamara ó dhúchas é agus léirigh sé a
thaithí phearsanta agus é ag fásadh
aníos in éadan na deacrachtaí céanna
ó thaobh na Gaeilge de.
Dúirt Ó Domhnaill nach raibh an
milleán go hiomlán ar an rialtas ach
JRJFDLWKÀGKVLDGGXOLQJOHLFOHLVDQ
státchorais chun fréamhaigh na bh-

faidhbe a réiteach. Léirigh sé nach
raibh sé ag iarraidh “fáil sáite i ndíospoireacht polaitíochta” san agallamh
ar Seacht Lá ar TG4 ach níor shéan sé
go raibh siad gan locht fosta.
Mar fhear óg, ina tríochaidí, tá taithí
aige ag obair ar son an teanga mar
iriseoir polaitiúla do Nuacht TG4.
Ceapadh Rónán Ó Domhnaill mar
Choimisinéir Teanga, amach as thart
ar 20 iarrthóirí eile agus tar éis éirí as
a phost Sean Uí Chuirreáin. Ceapaim
gur cinneadh oiriúnach a bhí ann agus
táim dóchasach go leor go mbeidh sé
in ann instealladh beocht agus fuinnimh a thabhairt do athbheochan na
teanga agus bhféidir an cic sa tóin sin
fosta.
An line amháin a spreagadh dóchas
ionam faoin fhear seo nó an focal
deirneach a deir sé le Páidí Ó LiRQiLUGDU¶6HDFKW/i·
‘Tuigimise an briseadh croí a
EKDLQHDQQOHPXLQWLUQD*DHLOJH·DFK
molann sé daoine brú ar aghaidh leis
an teanga.
Tchífímid cad ba fhirinneach leis
an raiteas sin sa todhchaí agus an é a
Rónán Ó Domhnaill an slánaitheoir a
EKtDJWDLVWHDOXDLQQ"

Rith  a  Fhorest,  Rith
Stiofán Ó Connachtaigh
EAGARTHÓR GHAEILGE

Bíodh na Gaeil ag rith ar son na
Gaeilge mar a deirtear san amhráin,
agus tháinig na míllte acu amach le
OLQQ5LWK¶·0iUWD
,V ROOULWK QiLVL~QWD p ¶5LWK · D
eagraíodh mar chuid de Sheachtain
na Gaeilge ar son mhaoiniú a chur ar
fáil do ghrúpaí pobail Gaeilge ar fud
na tíre.
Meastar go raibh idir 20,000 agus
30,000 páirteach idir scoileanna,

tuismitheoirí, clubanna óige agus
spóirt, grúpaí áitiúla, eagraíochtaí,
pobal na háiteanna, chomh maith le
roinnt aigheanna aitheana agus polaiteoirí éagsúla.
Ba iad na daoine óga croílár an
fhéile ón chéad lá thíos i mBaile Bhuirne agus glac siad páirt lárnach sa
raic Gaelach a cruthaítear ar bhóithre
na hÉireann suas go Bhéal Feirste.
Athraíodh an baitín sealaíochta, ina raibh teachtaireacht rúnda ó
Uachtarán na hÉireann lasitigh de,
idir na grúpaí éagsúla a bhí ann, ó
maidin go hoíche, thar 9 lá agus

NPWUtEUHLVLVEDLOHDJXV
contae idir Chúige Mumhan, Chúige
Laighin agus Chúige Uladh.
Deir Liam Rushe, an tiománaí
Bhaile Átha Cliath agus ambasadóir
an fhéile “Is slí iontach é Rith 2014
FKXQ WDFDtRFKW ÀVLFL~LO D OpLUL~ GRQ
Ghaeilge ar bhóithre agus sráideanna
na tíre”
'·HLULJK JR KtRQWDFK OH ULWt *DHOD
cha eile in 2010 agus in 2012.
Tagann an smaoineamh ón fhéile
.RUULND L G7tU QD P%DVFDFK QXDLU D
ritheann breis agus 600,000 duine ar
son a dteanga mionlach Catalóiníse.
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Raic  Agus  Céiliúradh  Teanga  I  Rith  #SnaG2014
Credits: Cumman Gaelach

Féasta i gClub Chonradh na Gaeilge

I

s féile bliaintiúil é Seachtain na
Gaeilge, a eagraítear idir scoileanna, gnónna, clubanna spóirt, grúpaí
áitiúla agus eagraíochtaí eile, in Éirinn agus thar lear.
Cuireadh clár imeachtaí ar siúil
in ITBÁC don chéad uair le roinnt
blianta anuas dhá sheachtai ó shin
agus chuaigh An t-Eagrán timpeall le
lucht eagraithe an Cumann Gaelach
chun an ócáid céiliúrtha a bhlas.
Dé Luain 10 Márta
Thosaigh an raic i Sr Aungier inniú nuair a chuaigh na Gaeil i mbun
iomaíocht le Caifé Java le tae agus
soláistí saor in aisce a sholáthar as
Gaeilge, ar son Down Sydrome Ireland. Thug an t-Aire Stáit cuairt ar
na lads agus léirigh sé an dúil a bhí
aige a chuid Gaeilge a fheabhsú agus
a úsáid níos mó feasta.
Bhí cuardach dian don Fugitive
Gaelach a bhí i bhfolach don lá, le

Ceolchoirm i Sr Chathal Brugha

dearbháin bia €10 agus CD Trad
den scoth. Ba leatsa na dusieanna má
chuir tú an ceist “An tusa an Fugitive
Gaelach?” ar an duine ceart agus
fógraíodh treoracha chun é/í a haimsiú ar maidin is san iarnóin.
Lean na himeachtaí ar aghaidh síos
i dtreo an SU, áit ina raibh an Comórtas Ithe Prátaí, atá droch cáil air faoin
uair seo. D’ith na ceithre iarrathóirí
go dian is gasta ach ba iomarcach
an dúshláin é do chách seachas fear
uasal amháin, a bhuaigh na duaiseanna íontacha; CDs, DVDs, leabhair,
tléine agus dearbhán
burrito ina measc.
Tháinig na cearrbhaigh amach
don oíche Poker i
gClub Chonradh

na Gaeilge, 6 Sr Fhearcair san oíche.
Dé Máirt 11 Márta
Cuireadh imeachtaí ar bun arís i Sr
Chaoimhín inniú, le caife, tae agus
pastries ar fáil saor in aisce ar maidin má dheanadh an ord as Gaeilge,
chomh maith leis an comórtas Figitive.
Bhí grá á chuardadh ag an scóráil
sciobtha Sa Snackery thuas staighre
ag am lóin agus bhí deis ag na leanúin
úr scannán a fheiceál lena chéile san
oíche in árasán Scéim Chónaithe

na Gaeilge. Bhí popcorn agus pizza
ag an oíche scannáin agus ba é The
Wind That Shakes The Barley rogha
scannáin na coitianta theis a theip ar
an seinnteoir DVD.
Dé Céadaoin 12 Márta
Béadh bialann ar buile faoin uair
seo agus an méid soláistí saor in aisce
a bhí ar fáil saor in aisce díreach in
aice leo. Thug an Cumann aghaidh ar
Sr Chathal Brugha le níos mó caife,
tae agus pastries ar maidin chomh
maith le tuilleadh duaiseanna don
chomórtas Fugutive.
An uair seo áfach, thóg siad seisiúin
leo. Bhailligh seinnteoirí ón Trad Ensemble sa bhialann ar
chasadh am lóin

Duaiseanna na seachtaine

chun saibhreas an cheoil a roinneadh
le muintir Sr Cathal Brugha. Bhailigh
siad airgead ar son DSI le díolacháin
cupcácaí agus bhí an teanga san aer.
Bá é An Céilí Mór SNAG príomh
ócáid na seachtaine agus ba iontach an spraoí i gClub Chonradh na
Gaeilge san oíche. Tháinig cuid acu
don bia agus lascaine deochanna, ach
d’fhán siad don damhsa agus an craic
den scoth.
Dé Déardaoin 13 Márta
An chéad stad eile ná Sr Bolton
agus leanadh ar aghaidh leis an siopa
caifé cathranach agus an comórtas
Fugitive Gaelach inniú. Bhí níos mó
cupcácaí ar díol agus níos mó airigid
baillithe ar mhaithe le DSI.
Cuireadh traenail ar fáil do bhaill
foirne agus mic léinn ITBÁC faoina
dualgais agus cearta i leith an teanga
san Insititiúid, ag cur deireadh ciúin
le seachtain spleodrach taitneamhach.

Ceol beo den scoth ag an Chéilí

Ambasadóirí SnaG 2014. Ciarán Kilkenny, Máire Treasa Ní Dhubhghaill, Lynette Fay

Ard Fhear a Fhiachra

An fhaca tú iad seo timpeall na háite

Damhsa agus raic ag an Chéilí. Maith thú Femi

Díolachán cupcakes ar son Down
Syndrome Ireland i Sr Bolton

Cúpla focal ón Áire Paschal Donohoe
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THE GOOD OLD DAYS

How  times  have  (not)  
changed:  hacking  
scandals  reign  supreme

Ź

Student  Union  magazine  took  a  satirical  look  at  the  phone-
hacking  scandals  of  1983,  and  went  for  some  choice  headlines...

Two DIT porters posed for the Parnell Press front page photo

*RQHDUHWKHGD\VZKHQDVWXGHQWQHZVSDSHUFRXOGSXEOLVKVXFK¿OWK±(G
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SERIES

Excuse  
Letters from a Successful DIT Graduate
me,  did  
Professor  Fiona  Lyng,  a  graduate  of  the  BSc  in  Applied  Sciences,  is  the  Centre  
we  cause  a   Manager  at  the  Centre  for  Radiation  and  Environmental  Science  (RESC)  at  the  
Focus  Research  Institute
row?

I

t’s been 23 years since I graduated from DIT with a BSc in
AL
Applied Sciences (Physics and
MCCONNELL
Chemistry option).
EDITOR
Looking back, I think that my undergraduate course really developed
The Edition inadvertently caused a my critical thinking ability and this
bit of a spat in recent weeks. Unlike has proven to be essential in my line
the other scenes we cause, though, we of work as a research scientist.
Although I did go on to complete a
barely had a role in this one at all.
Ahead of this week's Student Coun- PhD after the degree, the initial traincil, a motion was published on the ing in critical thinking was develDITSU website, put forward by Depu- oped at undergraduate level by our
ty Chairperson of the Council, Gareth lecturers looking for understanding
Walker-Ayers. It was in relation to the rather than rote learning as we did at
possibility of the paper being offered secondary school.
In those days, we had six hours
one of DITSU's 'Observer' spots for
the upcoming USI National Congress. of practical classes each week and
The motion proposed that DITSU all these hours of labs with hands
President Glenn Fitzpatrick, "as chief on experiments, rather than just
spokesperson for the union, prepare a demonstrations, also developed my
full report on all developments relevant laboratory skills.
I was well used to a range of
to DIT students from USI National ConJUHVVWREHSXEOLVKHGQROHVVWKDQÀYH instruments and this was key to my
later research work using both microworking days after the conclusion."
It continued: "The President, in scopes and spectrometers.
choosing a representative from a third
party publication [The Edition, I pref I had my time over again, I would
sume – Ed.] to attend USI National
like to have undertaken a work
Congress as an observer, to ensure placement during my undergraduin writing that the full report on USI
National Congress be printed in the
following issue of said publication,
unedited and unabridged."
Ahead of this motion being published, and without prior knowledge
of it, we had already organised to attend USI Congress as an independent
member of the Press, outside DITSU's
delegation. It was simply a matter of
JOSEPH
preference (Observer spots work well
for other college papers, but they have CONROY
an established practice of it).
The Edition is a newspaper supported
by a DIT Society – but it is of course
ROM THE BEDROOM TO
independent of Societies, Clubs and
THE BALLOT BOX THEY
the Union. As such, we don't publish KNOW WHAT YOU ARE DOING
anything unedited and unabridged, – THE WAR ON PRIVACY – FUleast of all from these three bodies.
TURESHOCK”. So screamed the
I believe most people would take lead headline of the Sunday Indethat for granted, but if this motion pendent this weekend.
ZHUH WR UHÁHFW KRZ 6WXGHQW &RXQFLO
Who is 'they' here? Spooks in Washperceives the paper, it raises questions ington? The phone companies? The
about how independent the Council Internet? They (they being the Sunwants us to be. I do feel, however, that day Independent) promised a special
it doesn't, and that most Council mem- investigation inside.
bers understood in advance that if we
The investigation reads like a guide
had been an Observer, it would have to the Internet for people who have
been in an independent capacity.
never used the Internet – or read an5HJDUGOHVV WKDW ÀUH KDV EHHQ SXW ything about it in the last 12 months.
out, and any further rows over this isBrendan O'Connor leads up the insue are purely internal to DITSU and vestigation with a frankly bizarre spin
Council. So it's all worked out in the on the whole idea that children have
end. DITSU will be there with a full no concept of privacy anymore – it's
delegation and two Observers. We as if their minds are hooked to a data
will be there independently. And we collection machine mining all their
won't be told to print whatever DITSU conscious and unconscious thoughts
tells us. We all live happily ever after. and posting them somewhere online
*
– “I think [the unconscious mind] is
On that motion in particular, for
a cesspool whose impulses need to be
our response I refer you to the reply
VXEMHFW WR WKH FLYLOLVLQJ LQÁXHQFH RI
given in Arkell v Pressdram 1971
WKHFRQVFLRXVPLQGEHIRUHWKH\DUHÀW

I

Credit: DIT

sort of extra lab experience during
the undergraduate course really sets
you apart from your peers.

M

Professor Lyng was awarded Enterprise Ireland’s ‘One to Watch’ Award in 2011

ate degree as I think this is really
important to expose students to the
world of work whether in research or
industry.
I would also have tried to look for
at least one summer job or internship
in a lab instead of the waitressing
jobs that I did.
Although these were fun and an
education in themselves, I know
now from interviewing graduates for
research positions that having some

“

Find what you enjoy doing
and build your career
around that – you're going
to be working for a long
time, so you may as well
be happy

y Golden Rule for surviving /
succeeding is pretty straightforward. Call me old school but if
you are in college to get a degree
in physics or chemistry then get the
best degree you can get… a 1st or at
least a 2.1.
That’s what you’re there for and
don’t settle for anything less. Work
hard, do your assignments and study!
My advice for moving into the
working world after graduating is to
ÀQGZKDW\RXHQMR\GRLQJDQGWU\WR
build your career around that.
You’re going to be working for
a long time so you may as well be
happy, no point in being miserable
and dragging yourself into work
each day. I went into research after I
graduated and while I’m not making
pots of money despite working very
hard, at least I am content!
I still really enjoy my job and count
myself lucky to be in a research environment and to be training the next
generation of researchers.

The  Internet,  according  to  the  Sindo
Credit: Joseph Conroy

“F

'Anonymous Ireland' protest outside Dublin's Scientology building on Middle Abbey Street

for human consumption”. Deep.
If anything, what we post on the
internet is the height of conscious
thought – we live and post under the
gaze of our online connections as we
construct a hyperconscious digital
version of ourselves.

E

lsewhere, Eilis O'Hanlon doesn't
like the idea of her kids giving her
:LÀ SDVVZRUG WR WKHLU IULHQGV ZKHQ
they are in her house:
“It feels wrong. Like someone
VQHDNHG LQ DQG ULÁHG WKURXJK WKH
cupboards” – she seems to have

VRPHFRQIXVHGLGHDVDERXWKRZ:LÀ
works...
There's another piece about revenge
porn and slut shaming, which includes tiresome references to SlaneGirl, O2Girl and Munster3SomeGirl.
2WKHU JURXQGEUHDNLQJ ÀQGLQJV LQ
clude government departments monitoring public opinion and following
key commentators via the microblogging site 'Twitter'.
Next thing they'll be reading papers
and listening to the radio too. #BigBrotherIsWatching.
Writing about the internet demon-

strates how out of touch the paper is
ZLWKWKHHEEDQGÁRZRIPRGHUQOLIH
Recent stories like the Homophobia
controversy and GSOC/Garda whistleblower scandals have highlighted
the growing gulf in the Irish media.
There are those who are at the races
(Rabble, Broadsheet) those who are
struggling to keep up with what is going on (the broadsheets and RTE) and
those who are caught somewhere in
the middle (TheJournal.ie).
They are right, there is a war on
privacy going on – but it's not being
reported on here.
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Robert  Nielsen  questions  the  country's  'recovery'

T

he Government has been
celebrating Ireland’s recent exit from the Troika bailout and have proclaimed that
Ireland is now on the road to
recovery.
The Taoiseach addressed
the nation to celebrate the regaining of Ireland’s economic
sovereignty. But are we out
of the woods yet? Is Ireland
facing a new dawn that leaves
the nightmare of the recession
behind, or is it only a mirage
of false hope while we are still
stuck in the mud?
The Government has undergone a period of rejoicing
and self-congratulation since
the exiting of the bailout.
However, has anything really
changed? Before the bailout,
the Fianna Fáil government
cut spending and raised taxes.
Once the Troika arrived, the
Fine Gael-Labour government

was "forced" to cut spending
and raise taxes, and after it
leaves, the Government will
continue to cut spending and
raise taxes.
No matter who is in charge,
austerity is the only policy that
will be implemented.
The Government claims the
recession is over and the only
way is up. They paint a picture of an Ireland which has
been bruised and battered but
has weather the storm. Slowly
but surely, things can only get
better.

A

cynic would argue that
things couldn’t get worse.
Like a man who has fallen off
a cliff and hit the bottom, Ireland is no longer falling, but
it is still suck in the gorge.
Economic growth has been
weak with a quarter of growth
being matched by a quarter of

decline. It's two steps forward,
one step backwards.
The government claims it is
RQ WDUJHW WR UHGXFH WKH GHÀFLW
to less than 3 percent of GDP
(in line with EU targets) by
2015. Some ministers even
speak hopefully of having
FORVHGWRJDSVXIÀFLHQWO\WRDO
low room for tax cuts. Perhaps
the government will meet its
target, but it has a history of
missing them.
The target was initially 2013,
then it was pushed to 2014,
now it is 2015, but the OECD
has warned that the Government will miss this target too
and 2016 will probably be the
new target. The Government
has become overly pre-occupied with meeting its targets,
ignoring that fact that even
once the target is met, the Irish
economy will still be in a dire
state.
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I

t is true that exports are undergoing a boom but they are
only one section of the economy. They alone cannot pull the
rest of the country out of the
slump, especially while investment and consumer spending
remains depressed.
There is also a ceiling on how
far exports can grow while Europe and America still have
high unemployment and little
disposable income to buy our
goods. Until the world economy starts to improve (which
could take another few years)
exports will be unable to have
a major impact on the rest of
the economy.
Unemployment has fallen
from its height of almost 15
percent to 12 percent but this
is still far in excess of the level
for a healthy economy.
Even worse still, most of the
drop comes not from people
ÀQGLQJ MREV EXW UDWKHU IURP
unemployed people emigrating or no longer qualifying
IRU XQHPSOR\PHQW EHQHÀWV
Ireland is not solving its unemployment problem, it is exporting it.

I

reland is like a house that
has survived an earthquake,
it is still standing but its foundations are weakened. Another
shock could push us back into
recession and reverse all the
improvements of the last few
years.
The Euro zone debt crisis
was never resolved but merely
delayed. The peripheral countries (Ireland, Greece, Spain,
Portugal, and Italy) still have
huge debt burdens, massive
unemployment and weak economic growth. A shock too any
of them could create a new crisis, with new bailouts that core
countries (Germany, France,
and Belgium) can less afford
and would be less willing to
pay.
The most worrying feature is
how little has changed. Since

the recession there has been no
PDMRUFKDQJHLQÀQDQFLDOUHJ
ulation to prevent future banking crises.
There is nothing in place to
prevent future housing bubbles
from re-occurring. The Government seems wedded to the
lax regulation, low tax, hands
off status quo that got us into
WKHFULVLVLQWKHÀUVWSODFH
Rather than seizing this opportunity for major reform,
politicians on both sides of the
Dáil seem to have learnt nothing and seem doomed to repeat
their mistakes.
It is a long road to recovery
and we may never reach the
end of it.
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an earthquake,
it is still
standing but
its foundations
are weakened
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We could be stuck with permanently high unemployment
and thousands emigrating.
(YHQLIWKHEXGJHWÀQDOO\EDO
ances the economy could remain weak for years. It could
be 2020 before the economy
can be said to have fully recovered. This could be a lost decade where our resources are
wasted as people and machinery are left idle like unneeded
ghost estates. There is light at
the end of the tunnel, but it remains to be seen whether it is
the exit or an oncoming train.
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A  new  culture  can  enrich  your  life
Erasmus  student  Lena  Hornstein  shares  
her  thoughts  on  travelling  to  Dublin
DUBLIN, Ireland –
“Enjoy your holiday and have fun!”.
The last words of my friends and family. I sigh. I told them like thousand
times, that it is NOT a vacation trip.
Maybe they just don't believe me
that I am really going to study in
Dublin.
Of course I will do sightseeing and
maybe I will go to some pubs but the
main reason why I want to go to Dublin is to study. When I was in Germany I always argued like that. It is
good for my studies and helpful for
my English skills and so on. However, the more I think about it the more
I am changing my Erasmus-is-only-for-studying-theory.
I was never a fan of the golden rule
of Germany society: higher, faster,
further. In my opinion, not everything
is about marks and performance.
There is much more which you can
gain from the Erasmus experience
that you maybe cannot measure but
which can totally enrich your life.
Erasmus is much more than just
studying. It allows you to get to
know people from the whole world
in such an unbelievably short time. It
is amazing.
$W P\ ÀUVW HYHQWV RI WKH (UDVPXV
Student Network I've met people
from more than ten different nation-

alities. From everybody you have the
chance to learn something about his
or her culture.
That is a really great opportunity –
exploring other cultures is essential.
In our time of globalization it has become so much easier to get to know
people from other countries.
Maybe the best example is the Erasmus program. I've already had the
chance to get to know other cultures.
6RPHWLPHVLWLVUHDOO\GLIÀFXOWWRXQ
derstand their ideas of life. Anyway,
I've always kept something from their
culture in my mind. Even if it is just
a recipe, a music style or a nice tradition.

UTRECHT, The Netherlands –
When I set off on my Erasmus to the
Netherlands, I was quite certain that
my time would be evenly divided
between hash cafes and prostitutes,
but to my surprise the Dutch weren’t
what I had ignorantly pegged them as.
For a country in which it is legal to
smoke cannabis, have sex with a 'professional' and legally kill yourself if
you wish, it’s strange that such cra]LQHVVLVQ·WUHÁHFWHGLQWKHLUSHRSOH
Trying to start a conversation with
a Dutch person will remind most

“

C

XOWXUHGHÀQHVXV:HOHDUQHGRXU
culture from our family, friends,
teachers and our whole society and
surrounding.
It is something which will never
abandon us because we are connected
with it for our whole lifetime. However, that doesn't mean that we are
enchained by our culture. I like the
image of culture-glasses which we
are wearing and which we cannot
take off.
Everybody sees the world through
these culture-glasses. That's why
some things seems to be very weird
when you get in contact with a new

A  late  night  
cycling  tour  
of  Utrecht
AIDAN
DUNDASS

Credit: DIT

people of Entertaining Father Stone.
You’d feel like telling them to try
smiling once and a while. This isn’t
meant to come across as xenophobic,
EXWLWLVDUHÁHFWLRQRIWKHH[SHULHQFHV
I have had so far in these parts.

I

arrived here in late January thinking I had my accommodation sorted, I was to live eight miles outside
the city with two middle aged men.
'Feck it, it’ll do' was the mindset
when it came to selecting my new
home. However, the night before I
was set to move in, common sense
decided to return from holiday and it
dawned on me that being stuck with
two middle-aged men might not be
the best way to spend my time abroad.
So I picked up my phone, called them,
killed off a member of my family and
told them that I was to return home to

Culture was and
is always in a
permanent state
of change. It can
never be wrong
to broaden your
horizons

culture. You should keep in mind that
you are wearing these glasses.
It is easy to judge someone because
of his cultural behaviour, though it is
PRUHGLIÀFXOWWRXQGHUVWDQGZK\WKH
person behaves like that.
For example, in China it is usual
to use laughing for expressing your
mood even it is a bad mood. You cannot take off someone's culture-glasses and ask someone else to wear them
– it's impossible.

T

he more you know about a culture, the more you will accept
their way of thinking, and the more
you can learn from them. One important factor to understand an
other culture is the language. Our

”    

Ireland at once.
So after getting my new accommodation sorted, I was able to get back to
trying to enjoy my time in the Netherlands.
As an Irish person abroad you’re
used to three typical conversation
starters from foreigners. Leprechauns, Guinness, and they might tell
you about that time that they listened
to a U2 song.
The Dutch aren’t like most people
though. Their idea of a conversation
starter is to ask questions about The
Troubles in Northern Ireland. Fine, if
you want to hear about The Troubles
that’s no problem...you might want to
take a seat though because this may
take a while!

I

t would be ignorant of me to travel
abroad and to not immerse myself
in their culture. Unfortunately tulips,
clogs and Vincent Van Gogh don’t really interest me – recreational drugs
on the other hand...
I’ve done a few things in my life
that I’m quite proud of and that in 20
years' time I’ll be able to look back on
and say: “You were some man Aido.”
Making my way home from Amsterdam to Utrecht high as a kite will be
one of those moments.
While sightseeing in the nation’s
capital I decided to stop into a small
cafe to sample the local cuisine.

'Space Cake' sounded delicious, I
thought, so I decided to pay €7 – yes,
€7 – for a Space Cake.
Five minutes later and I still didn’t
feel anything, and I got a bit angry
at myself for wasting the money. So
I decided to go to another cafe, to
buy another cake. Only after eating
the second one did I notice that they
came with a little notice that said: “It
may take up to one hour for you to
digest a Space Cake and for it to take
full effect.”

“

At that moment I
knew I had made
a rookie mistake
– the most I could
hope for now is
that I'd have a
decent story to tell

language is the index of our culture. Only when you understand the
people you can really get into their
culture.
Your own culture-glasses can
change. Culture was and is always in
a permanent state of change. It can
never be wrong to broaden your horizon. Sometimes it can even change
your own way of life.
It is certainly not the easiest way,
but it can enrich your life a lot. The
more cultures you know, the more
open-minded you can be.
I am already really excited about
what I will take home from Ireland.
+RZHYHU , NQRZ ZKLFK , ZLOO GHÀ
nitely miss yet: the cute small-talk in
the streets, stores and pubs.

At that moment I knew I had made
a rookie mistake – the most I could
hope for now is that I’d have a decent
story to tell.
For the next hour I walked around
Amsterdam knowing that those two
ZHHGÀOOHG ERPEV LQ P\ GLJHVWLYH
system were about to go off at any
moment. And then it hit me. The
drowsiness, the giggles and the Matrix like reactions.
I then had the genius idea to leave
the crowd I was with and head home.
Not knowing where I was going I
somehow stumbled upon the train
VWDWLRQ*RRGER\$LGR1H[WWRÀQG
the right train. Easy.
Once I was on the train headed toZDUGV0DDVWULFKW,ZDVÀQHDOO,KDG
to do was remember to get off in Utrecht, or else I’d end up in Maastricht,
three hours away. But, going for a
quick nap won’t hurt, I thought.
Somehow I woke myself up just as
we were pulling into Utrecht, now for
the challenge of cycling the rest of the
way home.
God knows what the Dutch thought
of me as I slowly cycled through the
city, with a big Irish head on me, my
eyes half open and the dumbest smile
you’ll ever seen in your life plastered
over my face. But I made it, I found
out the intricacies of the Dutch cafe
Space Cake, and to be honest, it was a
highlight of my trip so far.

”    
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Who  wants  
to  be  a  
millionaire?
The  video  games  industry  seems  to  be  
arguing  gay  protagonists  would  be  bad  
for  business  –  with  cash  up  for  grabs,  
that  idea  can't  survive  much  longer,  
writes  Amanda  Connolly

H

ave you ever found yourself pondering the sexuality of Nathan Drake in
Uncharted, or Ezio Auditore da Firenze in Assassin’s Creed?
No? This isn’t surprising.
For so long now the orientation of
protagonists in AAA Games has been
on auto-select.
It came as a surprise to most when
Metroid star Samus Aran revealed
KHUVHOI DV D IXOO\ÁHGJHG ZRPDQ
underneath her suit of power armor.
Nintendo went outside the box with
this ‘bait-and-switch’ type reveal, but
AAA game developers don’t appear
to be following suit just yet and it
begs the question, why?
Recently you may have seen the
furore surrounding the comments of
Ubisoft lead writer, Lucien Soulban
(an openly gay man himself) who
voiced his opinions on the matter saying:
“So when are we going to see that
gay protagonist in a AAA game? Not
for a while, I suspect, because of fears
that it’ll impact sales.
“Either we’ll see a bait-and-switch
like the original Metroid with Samus
$UDQZKHUHZH·OOÀQGRXWGDPQQHDU
after the fact, or it’ll come out of left
ÀHOG ZLWK 5RFNVWDU 9DOYH 1DXJKW\

Only two
issues left
this term,
there's
light at the
end of the
tunnel

Dog or Telltale, perhaps.”

N

ow not to be completely ignorant
– AAA games have experimented with gay protagonists in the past
(e.g. Mass Effect series) but it’s pretty
clear that this is still something of a
rarity.
Selling games with gay protagonists
may be a cause for concern in the
games industry, and perhaps this why
the few gay characters that have been
slowly introduced still remain on the
outskirts of the narrative.
:H OOGHÀQLWHO\VHHPRUHJD\FKDUacters on the periphery, it just won’t
be obvious,” continued Soulban.
"I think it's happening quietly. Look
at the choices offered in Mass Effect
2 & 3, or Fable 3, or Dragon Age 2 or
Skyrim, the gay characters in Borderlands 2 who mention it without much
fanfare, etc.
9LGHRJDPHV KDYH VWRSSHG DQnouncing' gay characters. They're introducing them without much fanfare
in an effort to say 'Yeah, it's there and
pretty normal'. Call it: We're here,
we're queer, and we're busy working."

S

o if marketing is the issue here
you have to stand back and think
are capitalism and gay liberation real-

Samus Aran of the Metroid
VHULHVZDVRQHRIWKHÀUVW
video game protagonists to
break the heterosexual male
tradition, though it was only
announced long after the
series' original launch. Gay
protagonists are still farther
away from the mainstream.

ly mortal enemies?
If big AAA games companies like
Ubisoft decide upon their characters orientations and whatnot based
on cold hard market research, that
doesn’t really disqualify bringing homosexual characters to the fore.
Facebook famously expanded its
JHQGHU LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ RSWLRQV DQG
some cynics saw this as a ploy by the
$100 billion dollar empire to revel in
even more advertising revenue.
In a recent interview, Matt Conn,
CEO of Midboss and the creative
director of the LGBT-focused games
convention GaymerX , said the commercial defense against LGBT protagonists is “an awful cop-out thing
to say.”

H

e bases this logic on the “…fear
WKDWWKHÀUVWFRPSDQ\WKDWPDNHV
a AAA title featuring a gay character

will not only fail, but that they will
be branded as the ‘gay’ company who
makes ‘gay games’ and that they’ll
lose their 18-35 male demographic.
And to that I say: that is bullshit.
“You see Fox Searchlight putting
out queer movies, you see Modern
Family on ABC. And people still go
and watch those action movies.”
So…many games companies may
“continue to let fear reign over their
business decisions” – it seems inevitable that pretty soon somebody is
going to take the ‘risk’ and possibly
reap the rewards for doing so.
After all, who dispelled Harry Potter when they found out Dumbledore
was gay?
Maybe a few, but with a franchise
worth
approximately
$24,751,000,000 (1.1.14), I think J.K
Rowling had the right idea.
On your marks…
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On  the  lash  
at  the  new  
campus

NEWS
Student  
bar  on  new  
campus  could  
descend  into  
another  'SU  
Shop  scandal'
Brussels, the Belgian capital city

With  1,200  students  arriving  at  
Grangegorman  this  September,  and  
another  10,000  in  2017,  Al  McConnell  
and  Barry  Lennon  sampled  the  current  
pub  scene  and  a  had  few  ales  in  the  area

"G

range Inn looks
closed, lads. Where
was the second one
on the list?" asked

the taxi driver.
:H OOJRRQWR+DQORQ VWKHQDQG
ZDONGRZQ
+DQORQ V1RUWK&LUFXODU:KHUH
WKHPDQZDVVKRWLQWKHIDFH"
(U\HDK
6RRXUZDQGHULQJSXEFUDZOVWDUWHG
LQ-RKQ-+DQORQ VRQWKH1RUWK&LU
FXODU5RDG D'XEOLQODQGPDUNLQWKH
ULJKWVHQVHWREHIDLUWRLW 
:HZHUHHPEDUNLQJRQD*UDQG
7RXURIWKHEDUVVXUURXQGLQJZKDWLV
JRLQJWREH',7 VQHZKRPH
,QWKHÀUVWSODFHZHKDGLQPLQGD
SXEJXLGH IRUWKHQHZFDPSXV%XW
DVZHWRGGOHGGRZQ3UXVVLD6WUHHW
VDPSOLQJWKHEODFNVWXIIDQGWKH
DWPRVSKHUHLQHDFKEDURQWKHZD\
WKHLGHDWKDWWKLVJXLGHZRXOGUHPDLQ
UHOHYDQWEH\RQGVWDUWHGWRIDGH
VWXGHQWVZLOOEHDUULYLQJLQ
WKHVHSDUWVWKHHTXLYDOHQWRIPDQ\
DQ,ULVKWRZQ²WKHSODFHZLOOEH
WUDQVIRUPHGDQGLQDORWRIWKHVH
ORFDOEDUVWKHUHLVDQDLURIWKH FDOP
EHIRUHWKHVWRUP 

T

KHUHZDVDGLIIHUHQWVWRUPUDJLQJ
LQ+DQORQ VDVWKH&KHOWHQKDP
5DFHVFDPHWRDFORVHRQLWVÀQDO
GD\DQGXVDUULYLQJLQDWSP
,QWKHEHVWSRVVLEOHZD\WKHSODFH
ZDVPDQLFWKH7RS7LSVWHUWRXUQD
PHQWZDVFRPLQJWRDKHDGDQGLW
KDGEHHQKLJKVWDNHVVLQFHDERXW
DP
>7KDW VZKDWZHJDWKHUHGIURP
+RZU\RXUVHOYHVODGV"²1RWWRR
EDGQRWWRREDGDQG\RXUVHOI"²
DP²$KULJKW\HDK"²DP
ODGVDP@
:HKDGDJRRGVHDWDQGDJRRG
*XLQQHVVKHUHDQGZHJRWDWLSRQ
WKHKRUVHV²DIHZTXLGHDFKZD\RQ
)OHHW&DSWDLQVDLGRXUH[SHUWDQDXO
PDQLQWKHMDFNV
,W VDORFDOEDULQWKHEHVWDQGRQO\
VHQVHRIWKHWHUP$VZDV+\QH V
RQO\DIHZIHHWIURPZKDWZLOOEH
',7*UDQJHJRUPDQ VPDLQHQWUDQFH
DQGWKH&ODUNH V&LW\$UPVZKHUH
ZHUHPHPEHUHGWRFKHFNRXUUDFLQJ
WLS DQHDFKZD\ZLQQHUWKDWSDLGIRU

DSLQW 
.DYDQDJK VDOVRWLFNHGWKHER[RI
ORFDOLQVWLWXWLRQDQGZDVSUREDEO\
WKHKLJKHVWUDWHGE\WKRVHZHVSRNH
WRGXULQJWKHGD\
7KH*XLQQHVVZDVJRRGLQDOORI
WKHPDQGWKHUHZDVDELWRIFUDLFWR
EHKDGLQFKDWWLQJDWWKHEDU
:HZHUHNLQGO\RIIHUHGDIHZVDQG
ZLFKHVIURPDELUWKGD\SDUW\EHVLGH
XVLQ+\QH·V²DQGZHWRRNDFRXSOH
HDFKWKRXJK%DUU\ÀUVWDVNHGZKLFK
RQHVZHUHZKLFK
, PQRWJLYLQJ\RXDIXFNLQJPHQX
KHUHMXVWIXFNLQJWDNHRQHKHZDV
WROGDQGULJKWO\VR

T

KH\HDUVSRVWKDYHQ·WEHHQ
DQ\PRUHNLQGWRWKLVDUHDWKDQ
WKHUHVWRI'XEOLQDQGWKDWJRHVIRU
WKHSXEV
+DQORQ VVROGIRURYHU½PLQ
²LW VFXUUHQWO\VHHNLQJDEX\HU
DIWHUIDLOLQJWRÀQGRQHWRZDUGVWKH
HQGRIZLWKDQDVNLQJSULFHRI
½P
7KH*UDQJH,QQKDVEHHQFORVHGIRU
DURXQGPRQWKVDIWHUUHSRUWHGO\VXI
fering from the recession more than
PRVWLQLWVPRUHVHFOXGHGVLGHVWUHHW
ORFDWLRQ,W·OOEHDSULPHVSRWZKHQ
WKHUHDUHSHRSOHRIGULQNLQJ
DJHDQGZLWKDWDVWHIRUWKHVKWXII IRU
WKHPRVWSDUW MXVWDURXQGWKHFRUQHU

“

:HRUGHUHGDQGWROG
WKHEDUWHQGHUZHZHUH
',7VWXGHQWVKDYLQJD
ORRNDURXQGWKHORFDO
EDUV+DYH\RXHYHU
VHHQ&KDUOLH+DXJKH\
LQEHGZLWK0DUJDUHW
7KDWFKHUKHVDLG
SRVVLEO\WKHOHDVWOLNHO\
UHVSRQVHDYDLODEOH

Al McConnell
EDITOR

Kavanagh's on Aughrim Street, a true local institution of Dublin 7

:KDWKDSSHQVWRWKH*UDQJHZLOO
WHOODORWDERXWWKHDUHDLQJHQHUDO

O

n the other side of this potential
renaissance of Grangegorman
SXEVLVWKHFKDQJHWKDWPLJKWFRPH
ZLWKDÀQDQFLDOWXUQDURXQG
0RVWRIWKHSODQVIRUDQ\RIWKHEDUV
ZHYLVLWHGGLGQ WVHHPWRJREH\RQG
$K²DIHZGHDOV RU 3UREDEO\VRPH
FKHDSVKRWV 
<RX·GZDQWWREHXQOXFN\QRWWR
JHWVRPHNLQGRIDVKDUHRI
VWXGHQWVVDLG0LFNDEDUWHQGHULQ
+\QH VZKR·VEHHQZRUNLQJLQWKH
DUHDIRUDORWRI\HDUV
0LFNPDNHVDQH[FHOOHQWSRLQW²
\RXZRXOGZDQWWREHYHU\XQOXFN\
%XWLW·VFHUWDLQO\DSRVVLELOLW\2QH
WKLQJZHIRXQGRQWKHGD\ZDVWKDW
VWXGHQWVZLOOKDYHRSWLRQVRQWKHLU
QHZFDPSXVZLWKRUZLWKRXWDVWX
GHQWEDUIRUDIHZ\HDUV
$QGZKHQWKHUHDUHRSWLRQVVRPH
RQHFRXOGORVHRXWMXVWDVPDQ\EDUV
QHDU',7VLWHVLQWRZQKDYHGRQH
2UVRPHFRXOGÀJKWQRWWRORVH
WKHLUFKDUDFWHU´7KLVSODFHZLOOQHYHU
FKDQJHµZDVRXUFDWFKSKUDVHRIWKH
GD\9HU\IHZRIWKHUHJXODUVZHPHW
KDGPXFKWLPHIRUWKHLGHDRIWKHLU
EDUJRLQJGRZQWKH¶VWXGHQW·URDG
6RPHZRQ·WFKDQJH²TXLWHDIHZ
RIWKHEDUVDURXQGKHUHKDYHEHHQLQ
SODFHXQDOWHUHGIRUPDQ\GHFDGHV
:KDW·VDQRWKHUVWXGHQWVJRLQJ
WRGR"

T

KHRQO\SODFHWRVWDQGRXW²DQG
LWGLGOLNHDVRUHWKXPE²ZDV
0XOOLJDQ·V*URFHUVRI6WRQH\EDWWHU
$OORXUWDONRI¶ORFDOLQVWLWXWLRQV·
ZHQWRXWWKHZLQGRZDVWKHVPHOORI
JDVWURSXEÀQHGLQLQJKLWXVWKURXJK
WKHIURQWGRRUV:HPDGHRXUZD\
WRWKHEDUVWRROVWKURXJKDVHDRI
DSURQHGZDLWHUVDQHQGOHVVQXPEHU
RIFRXSOHVRQGDWHVDQGVRPHODUJH
KROLGD\JURXSV
*XLQQHVV"2KKRKRQR²QRZH
GRFUDIWEHHUKHUHZHZHUHWROGDW
WKHEDU

”    

:HJRWD%U~'XEKGHVFULEHGE\
RXUEDUWHQGHUDV WKHPRVWOLNH*XLQ
QHVV ,W VQRWEDGE\DQ\PHDQVEXW
RYHUO\VZHHWDQGFKRFRODWH\
7KHSODFHZDVMDPPHGPRVWO\ZLWK
SHRSOHRXWIRUGLQQHUDQGZHFKDONHG
LWRIIRXUOLVW²LW VQRWUHDOO\DSODFH
WRKDYHMXVWDSLQWRUWZR

B

HIRUHZHNQHZLWZHZHUHEDFN
WRWKHORFDOV²DWZRVHFRQG
WRGGOHQH[WGRRUWR7KH*OLPPHU
0DQDQGWKHDWPRVSKHUHZHKDG
DEDQGRQHGLQ0XOOLJDQ V
:HRUGHUHGDQGWROGWKHEDUWHQGHU
ZHZHUH',7VWXGHQWVZKRKDGQ W
EHHQLQEHIRUHDQGZHUHORRNLQJ
DURXQGWKHORFDOEDUVZLWKVRPDQ\
VWXGHQWVVHWWRDUULYH
+DYH\RXHYHUVHHQ&KDUOLH
+DXJKH\LQEHGZLWK0DUJDUHW
7KDWFKHU"KHDQVZHUHGSRVVLEO\WKH
OHDVWOLNHO\UHVSRQVHDYDLODEOH
7KLVVHWWKHWRQHIRUWKHSODFHDQG
KHVKRZHGXVDIXOOVL]HFDVWLURQ
EHGVXVSHQGHGIURPWKHFHLOLQJZLWK
life-sized papier-mâché models of the
WZRRIWKHPWRJHWKHU
7KLVSODFHZLOOJHWVRPHVWXGHQWV
LQ\HKVDLGRQHRIWKHUHJXODUV
DSDVVLRQDWH%RKHPLDQVIDQ OLNH
HYHU\RQHHOVHKHUH 
,GRQ WNQRZZK\\RXZHQWWR
0XOOLJDQ VWKRXJK²WKH\ OOJLYH\HD
FKRFRODWHEHHULQWKHUH
:HVWD\HGIRUWZRKHUHDQGPDGHLW
RXUODVWVWRS%DUU\KDGVWDUWHGVLQJ
LQJDQGLWZDVWLPHWRZUDSWKLQJVXS

S

WXGHQWVDUHVSRLOWIRUFKRLFH
DURXQGKHUHIRUDJRRGSLQWDQG
DFKDWLQDORFDOEDU:KHQGHPDQG
WXUQVWRGULQNGHDOVDQGGDQFHPXVLF
LWZLOOEHLQWHUHVWLQJYLHZLQJWRVHHLI
DQ\RIWKHVH'LQVWLWXWLRQVVWHSXS
WRWDNHWKHFURZQDQGWKHFRLQDVD
¶VWXGHQWEDU·
%XWLWFRXOGEHSDLQIXOYLHZLQJIRU
LWVUHJXODUV$V0LFNWROGXV´<RX·G
ZDQWWREHXQOXFN\QRWWRJHWVRPH
NLQGRIDVKDUHRIVWXGHQWV
HYHQLI\RXUHDOO\ZDQWHGWR

Early indications are that a simiODU FRQÁLFW DV KDV RFFXUUHG RYHU WKH
*UDQJHJRUPDQ 6KRS FRXOG TXLFNO\
GHYHORS ZKHQ GLVFXVVLRQV EHJLQ LQ
HDUQHVWRYHUWKHPDQDJHPHQWDQGRS
HUDWLRQRIWKHFDPSXVEDUThe Edition
FDQUHYHDO
7KRXJK WKH EDU LVVXH LV IDUWKHU RII
WKDQ WKDW RI WKH VKRS ZKLFK KDV D
WDUJHW RI 6HSWHPEHU  IRU RSHQ
LQJ  ',7 KDV LQGLFDWHG LQ UHVSRQVH
WRRXUTXHVWLRQLQJWKDWWKHOLNHOLKRRG
LVD',7RZQHGEDURUDQRWKHUSXEOLF
WHQGHUSURFHVVRQO\ZLWKVLJQLÀFDQW
LQSXW IURP WKH 68 DQG RWKHU VWXGHQW
RUJDQLVDWLRQV
7KH ,QVWLWXWH SRLQWHG WR WKH IRXU
management proposals from the
+RORKDQ5HSRUW RQVWXGHQWID
FLOLWLHV 'LUHFW0DQDJHPHQWE\',7
/LPLWHG&RPSDQ\E\*XDUDQWHH ',7
&DPSXV&RPSDQ\ DQG&RPPHUFLDO
0DQDJHPHQW/LFHQVHRU-RLQW9HQWXUH
ERWKDWHQGHUVLWXDWLRQ 
1R UHIHUHQFH ZDV PDGH WR D VWX
GHQWRZQHG EDU ZKLFK KDV EHHQ
SRRUO\UHFHLYHGE\',7683UHVLGHQW
*OHQQ)LW]SDWULFNZKRWROGThe Edition: 7KHUH LV D QHHG IRU D 6WXGHQW
%DU DV SDUW RI WKH WRWDO VWXGHQW H[
SHULHQFH >@ 7KLV VKRXOG EH XQGHU
WKH DHJLV RI WKH 6WXGHQW 8QLRQ ZKR
ZRXOG RI FRXUVH HPSOR\ DSSURSULDWH
SURIHVVLRQDOVWDIIDVZHOODVHQVXULQJ
QHFHVVDU\ JRYHUQDQFH VWUXFWXUHV DUH
LQSODFH
)LW]SDWULFN ZHQW RQ WR VD\ WKDW WKLV
LVZKDWVWXGHQWVZDQWDQGLWLVVLP
SO\DTXHVWLRQRIZKHWKHU',7OLVWHQ
WR VWXGHQWV DW DOO RU RQO\ KHDU ZKDW
WKH\ZDQWWRKHDU
Another funding crisis
7KRXJKWKHVWXGHQWEDUUHPDLQVSDUW
RI WKH SODQV IRU WKH QHZ FDPSXV LWV
FRQVWUXFWLRQ FRXOG EH VRPH ZD\ RII
LIDFOHDUVRXUFHRIIXQGLQJVXFKDVD
VWXGHQWOHY\FDQQRWEHIRXQG
7KH EDU LV SDUW RI WKH *UDQJHJRU
PDQ 0DVWHUSODQ XQGHUDVWXGHQWKXE
ZKLFKZLOOLQFOXGHRWKHUIDFLOLWLHVDQG
VSDFHVWKDWZHUHLGHQWLÀHGDVSULRULWLHV
LQFRQVXOWDWLRQZLWKVWXGHQWV
%ULDQ*RUPOH\0DQDJHURI&DPSXV
/LIH KDV FRQÀUPHG 6WXGHQW /LIH
&RXQFLO LQ WKH OHY\ GRFXPHQW VWLS
XODWHGWKDWWKH6WXGHQW&HQWUHZRXOG
QRWEHGHYHORSHGXQOHVVDVRXUFHIRU
WKLV ÀQDQFLDO VXSSRUW FRXOG EH LGHQ
WLÀHG ² WKH SURSRVHG OHY\ EHLQJ WKH
SULPDU\VRXUFH
3URSRVDOV IRU WKH VWXGHQW OHY\ UH
PDLQ XQFOHDU DQG LW LV OLNHO\ WKDW D
UHIHUHQGXPRQWKHOHY\ZLOOQRWWDNH
SODFHXQWLOHDUO\
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PUB GUIDE TO GRANGEGORMAN

HANLON'S

CLARKE'S CITY ARMS

HYNE'S BAR

KAVANAGH'S

North Circular Road

Prussia Street

Prussia Street

Aughrim Street

Guinness: €4

Guinness: €4.20

Guinness: €4.20

Guinness: €4.15

Bearing in mind that we were here around
SP RQ WKH ÀQDO GD\ RI &KHOWHQKDP RXUV
wasn't the typical experience of Hanlon's. We
pretty much had to wait until we left to really
discuss the place, due to the volume, but it was
a great spot all round.
Between some colourful chat from those at the
bar (and across the bar), a bit of craic around the
Top Tipster competition, and a winning tip on
the horses from 'an aul man in the jacks', we'd
drop in here again for a pint any time.
Drinks are relatively cheap and it stays open
late, this one will be worth a wander up from
campus every so often.
For those students at Grangegorman in September, it's a good option to have nearby.

,W ZDV GHÀQLWHO\ VWLOO D &KHOWHQKDP GD\ KHUH
EXWWKHFURZGZDVVPDOOHUTXLHWHUDQGFRQÀQHG
to the back. We shared a booth with someone's
bags of shopping and surveyed the landscape.
Nicely decorated, and with a lot of pictures of
Old Dublin that are worth a look, this is one of
the most historic bars in the area. Although it's
not mentioned itself, James Joyce's Ulysses reIHUVWRWKH&LW\$UPV+RWHO RQFHORFDWHGEHVLGH
WKHFXUUHQW&LW\$UPVEDU 
A good pint [not a bad one was had in any of
the bars, though Mulligan's choice of craft beer
wasn't to my taste – Al] and comfortable spaces
to enjoy it. Another real local, it will be interesting to see how the new campus might affect it,
being only a few yards from the main entrance.

The closest to what will be DIT Grangegorman's
main entrance, Hyne's is only a few feet down
Prussia Street and will likely get some student
foot-fall.
As bartender Mick told us, "You'd be unlucky
not to get at least a small share of 20,000 students". Plans to adapt, much the same as the
other bars on this page, extend no further than
offering 'a few deals' and maybe some offer on
shots. The place doesn't want to change, something the locals were keen to support.
We can't really comment on the music (a jukebox played Sinatra, some kind of heavy dance
track, and Mumford & Sons while we were
there). In between those, any and every kid of
televised horse racing was the order of the day.

Our pick for a quiet pint in the evening, Kavanagh's was probably the best-looking bar of the
seven. We set up camp for the 45 minutes or so
in the front area, an ornate, traditionally narrow
bar that belies the large amount of space there
is in other back areas (which we wouldn't have
noticed at all, had we not been told).
The staff were the most keen of all on the day
to talk about the students arriving in September,
and later years. It's a family bar, going back decades, and from speaking to people throughout
the day, it has a great reputation in the area.
A little walk down Prussia and around a corner, this place is unlikely to change with the stuGHQWLQÁX[VRLW VRQHWRNHHSLQPLQGIRUWKH
swift scoop in the evening or afternoon.

MULLIGAN'S GROCER

TOMMY O'GARA'S

THE GLIMMER MAN

THE GRANGE INN

Stoneybatter

Stoneybatter

Stoneybatter

Closed, for now

Guinness: Craft beer only, €4.90

Beamish for a change: €4.20

Guinness: €4.20

Guinness: ?

Here was a shock to the system. After a string of
locals, we had wandered into a different world.
Without a doubt, this place is nice. But that's
just it – we're essentially on a student pub crawl,
looking to see how the bars will react to students and how students will react to the bars.
This place will be irrelevant to students.
It's beyond the line of nice, and into pretentious. And it's beyond the line of pricey, and into
prohibitive (other than for tourists and dates).
When the card-reader didn't work, the phrase
'Sorry guys, our machine's gone a bit wonkies,
LW OOMXVWEHWZRVHFV ZDVDÀQDOVWUDZ
The other straw had been an underwhelming
craft beer, the overly sweet and chocolatey Brú
Dubh. Bring a date, don't bring your mates.

A change of pint and a change of pace, as we returned to the local theme after clearly intruding
above our station at Mulligan's.
The place was busy as it was getting late on
a Friday night, but there's plenty of space and
enough bartenders that we weren't waiting to
be served. There was only time for a quick one
here as we'd spent too long enjoying Hyne's and
Kavanagh's up to now, but we'd happily drop in
here again any time.
From our brief visit it had a little less of an
identity or character than some of the others, but
with a lot of space would be handy for a bigger Grangegorman crowd looking for room to
spread out. A good option on the way into town
from the future campus.

+DYH \RX HYHU VHHQ &KDUOLH +DXJKH\ LQ EHG
with Margaret Thatcher?" asked the bartender.
"No, and I'm not sure I'd want to."
But show us he did, a cast iron double bed,
suspended from the ceiling, with life-sized
papier-mâché models of the two of them.
On top of its strong political air (as you'd guess
from the name) the place is a big soccer bar. If
you're not a Bohemians fan when you enter,
you'll be tapping the mirrored crest on the archway (like everyone else) by the time you leave.
Our pick of the bars, this place will likely be
a favourite for students. It's big, dark, there are
plenty of cheap pints, and the bicycles and thousands of assorted coasters hung all over the place
complete its look. Hopefully it won't change.

It's not open at the moment, but there's little
chance it will still be closed when the students
arrive. Situated within spitting distance of
Grangegorman's East entrances, it has reportedly been closed for around nine months, after an
extended period of poor business.
According to the online reviews, and anecdotally throughout our Grand Tour, this place used
to be a great little bar. Recession took a heavier
toll in its slightly more secluded, side-street location.
20,000 students, most of them with a penchant
for a scoop, will transform the wider Grangegorman area. Many of these bars might change,
but the Grange's fortunes, for whoever owns it,
could be the most striking example of all.
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The  decline  
of  hip-hop:  
betraying  its  
beginnings
The  East  Coast/West  Coast  feud  was  the  
beginning  of  the  end  for  hip-hop  as  any  
kind  of  social  movement  for  poor  African  
Americans,  writes  Paul  Doyle

1

988: N.W.A’s Straight Outta
Compton is released to
almost universal critical
acclaim. Packed with songs
of protest, jammed with accounts
of indisputable grievances, and
ÀOOHGZLWKFKRUXVHVRIGLVVHQWWKH
success of N.W.A’s debut brings
rap to unprecedented commercial
success.
N.W.A successfully bring media
attention to the ravaged communities
that had inspired its creation; the aggressive and confrontational sounds
DUHÁHFWLRQRIWKHHQYLURQPHQWWKH
young artists had grown up in: The
police are not a helpful friend and
protectorate. The streets are not safe
to walk at night. The Civil Rights
movement is a relic of the past –
Martin Luther King is in his grave.
The Black Panthers are all but gone
– Malcolm X and Fred Hampton are
long dead.
Poverty, violence and racism are
getting no better, if not worse. For
many poor, young, black men, there
is no American dream.
Media attention obtained, innumerable African-American artists are
now granted a platform that before
they could only have dreamed of: rap
music is now fashionable. Hardcore
hip-hop begins to play on the radio.
Journalists on the nine o’clock news
are discussing the implications of
the lyrical content of this terrifying
and scary newly popular genre of
music. The establishment, bewildered, brands the subversive and
challenging content of rap music as
dangerous.
Hip-hop’s true subversive potential
lies in its self-awareness: not only
are rappers rapping about some serious grievances, they’re rapping about
the fact that they’re rapping about
serious grievances. The nature and

dynamic of the free-verse utilized in
much hip-hop allows for issues to be
discussed in a fashion that Dylan and
Young could have only imagined.
Straight outta Compton, crazy
motherfucker Ice Cube, from the
gang called Niggas Wit Attitudes,
When I’m called off, I got a sawedoff, squeeze the trigger and bodies
are hauled off, you too boy if you
fuck with me, the police are gonna
have to come and get me.
Facing institutionalised racism in
the U.S courts, a notoriously corrupt
and racist police force, and a prison
V\VWHPVRRSHQO\LQÁXHQFHGE\
monetary interest that it has been
deemed by many intellectuals as ‘the
new Jim Crow’ due to its seemingly
unrelenting quest to have as many
impoverished African-American
males incarcerated as possible, in
many parts of the land of the free
and the home of the brave, it seems
that if you don’t have white skin, you
don’t have any chance of escaping
WKHDEMHFWSRYHUW\\RXÀQG\RXUVHOI
surrounded by.

D

rug use, criminal violence,
and severe poverty ravage the
forgotten American ghettos that will
ossify the lyrical content of hip-hop
monolith of (what was to be named
by media as) ‘gangsta’ rap, and its
subsidiaries.
Now branded dangerous, and thus,
sexy, by popular media, gangtsa rap
grows exponentially in popularity
DQGFXOWXUDOLQÁXHQFHWKURXJKRXWWKH
late 80s and early 90s. All seemingly
well and good for a legit grassroots
movement, however, serious problems begin to emerge with commercialization: what was a small, insular
movement has garnered a very
sudden mass appeal, and much of
the references (which do, at the very

Tupac Shakur spent his youth reading socialist literature, poetry, and on other artistic pursuits

least allude to the promotion of violent behaviour) are now directed at a
large, unfamiliar audience instead of
a small community of knowing fans.
Conversely, the potential for
hip-hop to contribute to a movement promoting meaningful
African-American mobilization and
self-actualisation begins to itself
become subverted at this point,
with many emerging record labels
realizing that large amounts of
money can be made promoting the
violent image of hip-hop at this point
primarily portrayed only some of the
media. While some artists continue addressing serious social issues
faced by African-Americans, many
others, in pursuit of the wealth they
have witnessed their contemporaries
acquire so quickly, begin to adhere
to the formulaic: lyrics are quickly
restricted to primarily discussing
money, violence and bitches.
And so, hip-hop as a movement
gradually begins to become polluted
by the excesses of the very system
it initially had so much potential to
unsettle.
Riding hip-hop’s wave of success,
two major record labels emerge:
New York based Bad Boy Records,
and California based Death Row Records. Among their artists are Tupac
Shakur and Christopher Wallace, two
of the 20th century’s most popular
DQGLQÁXHQWLDOUHFRUGLQJDUWLVWV
Tupac Shakur (2Pac) was born in
1971 to radical African-American
lineage, with virtually every member

of his family heavily involved with
the Black Panthers. His youth is
spent reading socialist literature,
poetry, and other artistic pursuits. His
ÀUVWDOEXP3DFDO\SVH1RZZKLFK
deals a great deal with issues impoverished African-American males
face in the 20th century, is released
in 1991.

K

illing us one by one, in one way
RUDQRWKHU$PHULFDZLOOÀQGD
way to eliminate the problem. One
by one. The problem is troubles in
the black youth of the ghettos, and
one by one, we are being wiped off
the face of this earth at an extremely alarming rate, and even more
alarming is the fact that were aren’t
ÀJKWLQJEDFN
Christopher Wallace (The Notorious B.I.G) was born in 1972, and
was left fatherless at age 2. His
mother, dedicated to her son getting
a good education and upbringing,
works two jobs in order to send him
to school. He begins selling drugs at
age 12, and by 17 is selling crack coFDLQH+LVÀUVWDOEXP5HDG\WR'LH
is released in 1994. Attempting to
live up to the aesthetic promoted by
the now incredibly popular ‘gangsta
rap’, Wallace, despite his private education and excellent grades, boasts
of having proved all of his teachers
at school wrong,
This album is dedicated to all the
teachers that told me I’d never amount
to nothin’, to all the people that lived
above the buildings that I was hustlin’

“

Did you hear about
the rose that grew
from a crack in the
concrete? Proving
nature's laws
wrong, it learned
to walk without
having feet.
Funny, it seems
to by keeping it's
dreams; it learned
to breathe fresh
air. Long live the
rose that grew
from concrete
when no one else
even cared
– Poem by a young Tupac Shakur

”    
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Crunk Ain't Dead: Lil Jon, a symbol of what hip-hop has become in the modern era

in front of that called the police on me
when I was just tryin’ to make some
money to feed my daughters.
2Pac and Wallace represent a sort
of Yin and Yang of hip-hop. Shakur
the indisputably authentic – constant
in his attempt illustrate all his lyrical
mastery; Wallace the indisputable
master – constant in his pursuit to
illustrate to all his authenticity.
The implications of the promotion
of the excesses of hip-hip culture
(hyper-materialism, violence and
misogyny) are compartmentalized
by most in the industry until 1994,
ZKHQ3DFLVVKRWÀYHWLPHVZKLOH
standing in the lobby of a New York
recording studio. Miraculously surYLYLQJÀYHEXOOHWZRXQGVLQFOXGLQJ
two to the skull, Shakur accuses Sean
‘Puff Daddy’ Combs and Wallace of
having prior knowledge of the attack.
It’s strongly suspected by most
involved in the industry that they did,
however it is never proven.
Ever ambitious in his quest for
being deemed by his peers as authentic, Biggie, releases ‘Who Shot
Ya?’ shortly thereafter. The song is
interpreted by most in the industry
as a taunt of 2Pac; at the very least,
even if Wallace wese to be exculpated, the timing was in indisputably
poor taste.
Who shot ya? Separate the weak
from the obsolete. Hard to creep
them Brooklyn streets. It’s on nigga,
fuck all that bickering beef, I can
hear sweat trickling down your
cheek. Your heartbeat sounds like

Sasquatch feet.
A very public dispute ensues, and
is promoted by mainstream media,
as well as both artists record labels,
who are happy to make money by
any means.
Now, seemingly unstoppable – and
equipped with the 2Pac and Biggie
feud as a means of promoting it’s
inherent danger and sexiness – hiphop continues to grow in popularity
DQGFXOWXUDOLQÁXHQFHWRZDUGWKHPLG
90’s. Songs drastically change in lyrical content, with the vague threats
and lyrical depictions of violence
toward pretend victims now seeming
comparably innocuous to the real,
living, breathing actual victims of
actual violence.
As the genre becomes more and
more lucrative, in a sort of weird
cross-over between some kind of cutthroat capitalist competitive ethos
and lyrical ambition, popularized rap
music becomes a contest about who
can accumulate the most money, the
most women, and make the most
violent threats.

H

ip-hop fans are not stupid, and
if this new ‘gangsta’ aesthetic
music is deemed to be lacking in
authenticity – if it isn’t real – they
won’t spend their money. So, artists,
in their pursuit of an absolutely essential sense of authenticity, attempt
to live a lifestyle that was for most
merely an exaggerated image used to
sell albums.
The Source Awards, New York

“

And so hip-hip as
a movement has
gradually been
subverted by the
excesses of the
very system it
initially sought to
rail against

City, 1995: The 2Pac (who is, following an obsession with 16th century political treatise The Prince, now
referring to himself as Makaveli) ,
Wallace and Combs dispute has now
escalated to the status of ‘East Coast
v West Coast’ feud, with various
rappers choosing sides, and is at its
peak. Rappers from both sides of the
GLYLGHÀOODVWDUVWXGGHG%LJ$SSOH
auditorium. Everyone is booed when
accepting awards. Shakur, having
just been released from prison, has
just signed with Death Row records.
There are legitimate fears of a violent confrontation.
1RWVDWLVÀHGZLWKWKHHJUHJLRXVDQG
unbearable (for most) tension in the
room, Suge Knight, head Death Row
records, takes to the stage and openly
insults Sean ‘Puff Daddy’ Combs,
head of Bad Boy records. Short-lived
LQVXEYHUVLYHSRWHQWLDOLQÀJKWLQJ
in popular hip-hop has now begun
destroying greatly curtailing the
morale of artists involved. Still not
VDWLVÀHG3DFHVFDODWHVWKHIHXGIXU
ther, releasing Hit ‘Em Up, in which
he openly threatens to kill anyone
associated with Bad Boy Records.
Bad Boys murdered on wax and
kill, fuck with me and get your caps
peeled.
Gaudy, at this point, hip-hop is
commercially more successful than
ever, but many of its most popular
artists are now legitimately beginning to fear for their lives. Appealing and sexy to passersby, but bitter
and increasingly repulsive to those
UHVSRQVLEOHIRULWWKHRQFHÀQDQ
cially promising ‘East Coast v West
Coast’ beef is now a rotten piece of
fruit.
Both sides continue in their
unrelenting irreverence toward the
other, until the feud reaches a sort of
critical mass, leaving both 2Pac and
Biggie murdered within six months
of each other. By 1997, after losing
two of their most important and inÁXHQWLDODUWLVWV%DG%R\DQG'HDWK
Row eventually agree to put a stop
WRWKHFRQÁLFWDQGWKHUHDODFWXDO
living and breathing targets of hiphop threats are once again (greatly,
but not entirely) reduced once more
WRWKHVWDWXVRIÀFWLWLRXVFKDUDFWHUV
Violence in hip-hop music remains,
however, it never again the same
scary, nosebleed heights of the mid
90’s.
Enter contemporary rappers.
Not for sale’ says the spurious
banner behind the megalomaniacal Kanye West as he performs on
Saturday Night Live. Perpetual in his
quest to align himself with large corporations, he stands, Havishamesque,
draped in designer clothes, wondering why he has been left wanton
by commentators questioning his
authenticity. The Luis Vuitton Don is
perplexed that some people just don’t
understand why the world would be a
better place if he was the head of his
own billion dollar company. He has
fully invested in the ideas promulgated due to the commercialization of
hip-hop in the 80’s.
Lil Jon’s glistening grilz blind
everyone in his vicinity. High, drunk,
and encrusted with jewels, African-American intellectuals accuse
him of perpetuating the notion that
the most viable means of self-ac-

”    

tualization for poor, marginalized
victims of state-capitalism is try and
accumulate as much wealth as possible, as fast as possible, by any means
necessary. WAT.
I need a Winn Dixie grocery bag
full of money right now to the VIP
section. You got Young Mula in the
house it’s amazing baby.
All artistic movements are inevitably engulfed, consumed and
subverted by capitalism. Simply put,
if something, anything, is popular,
large companies will want to use it
WRPDNHDSURÀW7KLVUHVXOWVLQDQ
embellishment of particular aspects
of said movement, which in turn
results in the corruption and eventual
decline of the movement itself. From
Brit-Pop to Trip-Hop, nothing gets
out looking as it once did.

T

he irreverence and irony that
once distinguished things like
post-modernist literature as exciting
and authentic in the second half of
the 20th century are now common
themes in advertising campaigns for
multi-nationals. Burger King wants
us to break the rules. Nike wants us
to just do it. Punk sold out. Grunge
became a commodity. Popular art
and capitalism inevitably intersect,
resulting in the ugly, bastard child of
whatever the movement initially was.
What’s fascinating about hip-hop,
and particularly the artists involved
in East v West feud in the 90’s, is
that, in a sort of hedonistic, last days
of Rome kind of way, not only did
they anticipated the subversion of
their art form by capitalism, they
welcomed it. Hip-hop, distinct from
other forms of music, does not
represent an intersection of art and
capitalism, it’s a deliberate collision.
This, I think, accounts for much of
the content we see in mainstream
media today, as well as many African-American intellectuals disillusionment with it.
Figuratively and literally thousands
of miles away from any semblance
of ‘the ‘hood’, you may ask, who are
you to talk about any of this?
I was introduced to rap music in,
my bourgeois south Dublin primary
school, which had a thriving community of 10, 11, and 12 year olds, all of
whom loved and lived by hyper-masculine, materialistic, violently misogynistic hip-hop music: blunts, bitches
and CBeebies.
Baggy clothes, foul language, and
an obsession with material things,
many of my fellow classmates
(including me) were enthralled by
WKHJORULÀFDWLRQWKHH[FHVVHVRI
hip-hop culture. We knew nothing
of the subversive quality of hip-hop
ignored by popular media, only of
its excesses.
So, I write these words as someone who, in youth, was a fan of rap
music for the worst reasons possible,
and who mourns the fact that popular
media (as well as the industry itself)
glamorizes the worst facets of hiphop music and culture, allowing for
bastions of mediocrity, misogyny
and materialism to thrive, promoting
an image which many feel actively
harms African-Americans.
Enter Lil Wayne. Enter Drake.
Enter Nick Cannon.
Exit Makavelli.
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Is  different  dangerous?
Ann-Marie  Donelan  takes  an  investigative  look  into  the  changing  conventions  and  ideologies  Irish  
people  have  in  relation  to  sexual  fetishes

“C

hains and whips
excite me,” proclaimed Barbadian Superstar Rihanna in her 2011 single “S&M”.
To accompany the lyrics to this
highly controversial song was an
equally explicit video which depicted
the singer in various tied up positions, donning an array of costumes
and taking on the role of a dominatrix master with a host of people at
her sexual disposal.
The song and video alike offer one
a snapshot into a world of unconventional sexual preferences and
ideology as she reveals that it “feels
so good being bad, there’s no way
I’m turning back”, and suggests that
although she “may be bad” she is
“perfectly good at it.”
7KHVLQJHUDSSHDUVWRDOPRVWÀQG
the need to justify and explain her
sexual desires, which are seen to be
abnormal, that she has “been yearning for” by pointing out that she’s
“good” at what she does.
But why is it that going against
the norm, in something as personal
as one’s sexual relationships and
encounters, requires an apology?
Is there anybody who conducts a
‘normal’ sex life?
Does such a thing exist in modern
society as people move more and
more away from mainstream ideology and behaviour?
,VLWSRVVLEOHDQ\PRUHWRGHÀQH
somebody as a ‘fetishist’ or has ‘sexual fetishism’ become normality as it
gets more and more popular?
Does everyone have a fetish? Do
they even exist?

D

r Ogi Ogas and Dr Sai Gaddam
recently argued on the psychology blog: psychologytoday.com that
the term should be disregarded and
one “does not suffer from atypical or
deviant fetishes but rather possesses
a range of typical sexual interests
that can mostly be predicted from the
natural operation of healthy sexual
mechanisms in the brain."
Although this is a dramatic take on
the issue, calls such as this highlight
society’s changing attitude toward
sexual tendencies that push the
boundaries of ‘normality’ and ‘break
the rules’.
Sexual desires and tendencies are
in the spotlight at the moment with
the upcoming release of the screen
adaptation of E.L. James’ novel
Fifty Shades of Gray, which, upon
its release, completely redrew the
boundaries of ‘normal’ sexual behaviour as people, particularly women,
were encouraged to openly discuss
experimenting and their encounters
with erotic behaviour.
However, it is not always with

Shelf display at 'Good Vibrations', Wexford Street's adult store, which also holds educational workshops on engaging in more adventurous sex safely

Credit: Good Vibrations;; (Below) via The Liberty

“

It's easier to sensationalise
something than to admit
people are happy and safe
doing it
– Barry, employee and fetish
expert in Dublin's Good
Vibrations adult store

encouragement and enthusiasm that
fetishes, particularly in Ireland, are
documented with television shows
such as Paul Connolly’s ‘Ireland's Secret Sex Lives’, suggesting the fetish
scene is a seedy and dangerous one
taken part in by crazed individuals.
Reports such as that of the murder
of Elaine O’Hara, who was an active
member of a fetish website prior to her
death, also degrade the industry with
headlines such as ‘Elaine and the fatal
attraction of sexual fetish’ and ‘Gardai
Search for Elaine’s Sex Beast’.
As the sex industry in Ireland
grows and grows in a more unconventional direction, the risks and
dangers associated with it are a
topic to be investigated. Should an
‘abnormal’ sex life warrant alarm
bells? Is this world a dangerous or a
misunderstood one?

J

ust a stone’s throw away from
DIT’s Aungier Street campus,
‘Good Vibrations’ adult store’s window display invites customers not to

be shy and to come in for what they
promote as ‘adult pleasure’.
Looking around the store, its
shelves offer an array of different
‘toys’ and objects all with the purpose of bringing an extra stimulant or
added ‘kick’ to a sexual experience
in different ways. The diversity of
the objects on offer, some of which
require the use of ones imagination
to determine their exact purpose,
was as striking as the displays of
manikins dressed in leather and PVC
ensembles.
Upon asking shop assistant Paul
some information upon sexual fetishes today and how they can possibly
be affected by society he was helpful
but referred me to speak with his
colleague, Barry, who he described
as an ‘expert’ upon the issue.
As the expert shows me their collection of products on offer to those
who enjoy a more erotic sex life, I
ask him his opinion of the industry
and how it’s developing;
“It’s growing big time, we always

umented dangers associated with
fetishism:
“Anyone who I’ve encountered
who is into the more extreme end of
it knows exactly what they’re doing
with most of them having attended
ÀUVWDLGFRXUVHV,XVHGWRUXQDFODVV
on rope suspension, where you tie
somebody up and hang them in the
air, but I do not recommend this
unless you’re good with anatomy.
"Educating people is important and
there are a lot of resources out there
to teach you, we’re running monthly
workshops now to educate people
how to do stuff properly and safely.
“We’re getting a bad name because
of the media attention, but it is an
industry that is growing positively as
opposed to negatively, getting safer
and safer. It’s easier to sensationalise
something than to admit people are
happy and safe doing it.”

”    

have couples coming in as well as
people on their own stopping in on
the way home from work. It’s an extremely mixed clientele, made up of
everyone and anyone from 18-yearolds right up to guys who can barely
walk anymore, and old women.”
As I ask more about the clientele
of the store who particularly enjoy
unconventional bedroom activities,
the conversation quickly moves to
the bad name fetishes and fetishists
often receive with the store worker
eager to defend the community who
part take:
“A lot of it is just a stereotype. You
see shows like CSI and that kind of
stuff and it’s always the serial killer
who ties up his partner but that’s
just dramatized and exaggerated. Me
personally and the people I know
who part take in fetishes are the
most well-adjusted, happy people.
There will be exceptions, you will
get the odd head-case but that happens with everything.”
He continues to discuss the doc-

S

o it would seem a broad range of
sexual interests and ideas are to
be seen amongst people in the Dublin
area alone.
Quite undeservedly though, these
preferences and tendencies are
ridiculed and branded as dangerous
DVZHOODVDEQRUPDO:LWKGHÀQLQJD
fetish or fetishist becoming more and
PRUHGLIÀFXOWDVSHRSOH·VLQWHUHVWV
broaden and change further, shifting away from the recognised and
accepted ‘normality’, it is certainly
clear that fetishism is increasing,
becoming more and more common
and accepted with people’s attitudes
toward sexual behaviours and conventionality ever changing.
As this world becomes more and
more exposed and welcomed it
appears resources to determine safety
measures are met are available, eliminating the high risks often associated with it.
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7DOHVIURPWKH¿HOG
7KHZRUVWGDWH, YH
HYHUEHHQRQ
+DQQDK3RSKDP  discusses  bad  blind  dates,  date  etiquette  
and  brings  us  a  compilation  of  the  worst  experiences  these  
VWXGHQWVKDYHHYHUKDGRQD¿UVWGDWH

L

et’s face it, whether you
KDYHWKHFRQÀGHQFHRI
Kanye West or the awkZDUGQHVVRIDPLVSODFHG
OHWWXFHOHDIGDWHVDUHDZNZDUGDW
WKHEHVWRIWLPHV
Just thirty seconds of watching
Channel 4’s First Dates will depict
exactly that in all its cringe-worthy
glory. They project you to a place
where you are painfully aware of just
about everything surrounding you;
how close should I sit from them?
Should I sit here and listen to them
drone on about their cheating ex?
Would it be rude to check Tumblr?
And most importantly: would it be
acceptable to order some form of
deep-fried cheese or are we not at
that stage yet?
There is literally so much that can
make a date awkward, unpleasant
and leave you staring into your drink
contemplating whether you should
try to give up on your sexual orientation altogether. I’m trying to think of

my worst date, and all I can think of
is a blur of elements that still make
me cringe: walking around town on
a blind date and trying and failing
to get into four different restaurants
(before he told me he “was glad that
,ZDVQ·WJURVVµ DÀUVWGDWHRQD
beach in torrential rain, or the time
a well-meaning date spent €10 on a
coke for me before me having to embarrassingly explain that I’m allergic.
The dating world is a dark, dangerous and sometimes fun(ny) place, as
all these unfortunate students once
found out:
Aoife*:
By far the worst date I was ever on
was when a guy I was on a date in
Spain with casually mentioned to me
that he was wanted for drug dealing
charges, had a kid in Italy from a
one-night stand and the phone he had
been using to text me was stolen.
He was dropping me home when
the police pulled him over so need-

less to say I just left the minute I
could!
Becca*:
The worst was probably when I was
GRLQJDÀWQHVVFKDOOHQJHDQGWKH
guy sat there eating greasy food and
went for like three smokes outside. I
sat there with water, he knew I was
on a diet so eating junk and smoking was really unattractive. He kept
saying I was being awkward with
him. I got all dolled up thinking we
were going to a restaurant and he just
brought me to a student bar, it was so
embarrassing!
Cathy*:
:HOO,ZHQWRQDÀUVWGDWHZLWKD
lovely guy who took me to see Taken
2 and for the entire movie, during
HYHU\ÀJKWVFHQHKHNHSWSXQFKLQJ
my arm in time to what was going
on. The couple beside us spent the
PRYLHLQÀWVRIODXJKWHUHVSHFLDOO\
when I threatened to walk out of the

Credit: Singleswarehouse.co.uk

cinema. He then proceeded to call
me a lesbian really loudly and said
that I was afraid of male physical
contact. Embarrassing for me, hilarious for everyone else in the place.
Luke*:
I went on a date with a European
student who was staying in Ireland for a few months. We went to
Bewleys Café on Grafton Street in
high summer, got a couple of hot
chocolates and sat on the balcony in
the sun, with a busker playing guitar

underneath us. The environment was
literally perfect for a great date...
Until I realised that I was downwind
of her. This sounds terrible but she
actually smelled horrible... It eventually became too much and I told her
I had to leave. I escaped, then bought
a few cans of Carlsberg and went
drinking with my friends. I never
saw her after that.
*Names changed to save their dates
any further embarrassment.

Remember  Paddy's  Day?  Yes?  Jaysus,  fair  play
AISLING
GILL

I

t’s that one day of the year where we
honestly believe we live in the best
country of all the land and that we do
in fact rule the world. Of course we
also drink with the excitement of all
of these newfound thoughts and this
new strong sense of patriotism that
we just can’t shake for the day.
I’m sure many of you experienced
at least one random starting of our
national anthem. Where all involved
held their pint or can (depending on
your funds for the day) up high in
the air and joined together in spilling
drink accidentally over one another.
But none of us were sober enough
to care if it spilled on us, as long as
WKDW DQWKHP JRW ÀQLVKHG HYHQ LI LW
meant making up some of the lines).
That alone made us feel like we had to

literally be the best Irish citizens that
lived. I mean singing while holding
D FDQ LW FDQ EH GLIÀFXOW HVSHFLDOO\
when you’re trying to eat a battered
sausage and chips alongside doing the
rest.
Being over 18 though can be overrated on the day of our mate Patrick.
Looking back on our teenage years,
where all you needed was your trusty
QDJJLQDQGDÀHOGRUIRUHVWZKHUH\RX
could hide from both the Gardai and
the parents.
It was great; the Gardai never arrested anyone as they didn’t have
the time. At most they’d take your
drink, only some of it as you had the
rest stashed in a bush. You’d have
to be in early though so you’d head
to the chipper to help sober you up
(standard).
Us girls often had perfume and covered ourselves in it to cover the smell
of spilt drink on our clothes and the
smell of cigarettes, yet the over-powering smell gave us headaches and
our parents then used that as proof

A sea of green in Temple Bar on Paddy's Day, with the usual roaring trade for the Hat & Face-Paint industry

Credit: via YouTube

that we had been drinking, complete
fail really.

T

he most common memory is
everyone dressed in green, I mean
everyone. Everywhere we turn there
are shamrocks, faces plastered with
the Euro shop face paint and at least
one in ten are dressed as a leprechaun.

The next day all we want is to crawl
into a deep dark hole where the colour green will never be seen again;
as it triggers all the memories of the
day before which make you cringe.
You remember telling every foreigner that you’re Irish, as if they weren’t
aware of this already. You remember
chanting at every possible moment

and making mates with anyone who
joined you.
Some of us wish to leave the memories behind and some of us have no
memories. But really we love that our
full-blown alcoholic tendencies can
EHMXVWLÀHGIRUWKDWRQHGD\DQGSXUH
ly to celebrate a man who banished
non-existent snakes from the country.
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Bison Bar and BBQ's distinctive interior. Take your pick from a wide range of whiskeys

lifestyle@edition.ie

Credit: Bison Bar

Bison  Bar
Wellington  Quay
Eimear O'Hehir
With the Irish summer being – well,
as unpredictable as an Irish summer, all those barbeques can be but a
dream. So when you dream of some
barbecued ribs or a nice bit of brisket,
head down to Bison Bar. Bison Bar is
located on Wellington Quay (beside
The Workmans).
From the outside the bar doesn’t
catch your eye, proven by the fact
that I’ve passed this place nearly
every day for years and have never
given it much thought.
Upon entering the restaurant it was
like walking onto the set of a western
ÀOP$VDORRQVW\OHEDUZLWKYDULRXV
different types of whiskeys – one
KXQGUHGDQGÀIW\WREHSUHFLVH²DQG
tequilas behind the bar greet you.
:HDYLQJ WKURXJK WKH JURXQG ÁRRU
you pass various different memora-

ELOLDIURPWKHZHVWHUQHUD$VDÀQLVK
ing touch and something that is truly
unique, some of the seats are actual
horse saddles on tack room wooden
stands!
Plastic cutlery and condiments are
in little buckets on the table. Be ready
to climb through windows to get from
section to section of the restaurant,
which adds a whole new dimension to
the place.
7KHPHQXLVFRQGHQVHGGRZQWRÀYH
mains and a handful of desserts and
sides. Every meat served in Bison is
smoked on site, which makes this restaurant special.
We had the pulled pork and chips
with burnt end beans for €7.95 and the
brisket with chips, also €7.95, was delicious. Meat was beautifully smoked
and moist. Presentation was very simple, silver trays with individual bowls
RIWKHVLGHVRQWKHVLGH7RÀQLVKZH
had the peach cobbler, which as far as

cobblers go, is the real deal.
The bar part of the restaurant is
nothing fancy, but I suppose it’s not
intended to be, as it makes you feel
as though you’re out in the wild west.
Drinks are similarly priced compared
to other restaurants and bars.
This being a whiskey bar you should
GHÀQLWHO\WUHDW\RXUVHOIWRRQHRIWKH
many special whiskies they have, but
be prepared to spend a little more.

Hummus  ata  tú

The staff here are hands-down the
most friendliest and pleasant I have
ever come across in any restaurant in
Dublin, so full marks to them.
However, as great as this place may
be, it is not recommended for vegetarians, as there is no veggie option on
the menu and the Bison head on the
wall may be a bit daunting!
$OOLQDOOWKRXJKDUHDOO\QLFHSODFH
if you’re looking for something dif-

ferent and want to step away from
all the Italian joints and coffee shops
that span the length and breadth of the
Quays and spill into Temple Bar.
So when you log onto Facebook and
seeing half of your mates doing a J1
makes you miss last summer in Boston or New York, go to Bison Bar, as
this is cooking from the United States
at it’s very best. I’d be happy to return
here.

Sonas Hummus are on Facebook and Twitter. Order at: sonashummus@gmail.com

Two  DIT  Cathal  Brugha  St  students  have  started  their  own  
hummus  company,  Solas  Hummus.  
Eimear  O'Hehir  reports

I

n the good old days everybody
knew the Celtic Tiger personally
and we all had a mandatory tub of
hummus in our fridges. Well when the
tiger died, hummus fell out of popularity and we went back to choosing
between mashed or roast spuds.
However, under our noses chefs
were making masterpieces out of the
humble chickpea and hummus made
a comeback!
Now more than ever before, we are
more aware of what we’re eating and
where it’s from, with many wanting
to choose organic and Irish at the
ULJKWSULFHLWFDQEHGLIÀFXOWWRÀQG
a product out there that matches all
these requirements.
Sonas Hummus is a brand new
company founded by Sarah McNally
and Caitlin Coleman, a talented duo
from DIT Cathal Brugha Street.
7KHSDLUDUHERWKLQWKHLUÀQDO\HDU
of Culinary Entrepreneurship. Their
company is unique in the sense that
they use seasonal, organic ingredients that are locally sourced.
´$OORIRXUKXPPXVÁDYRXUVFKDQJH

with the Irish season,” said Sarah,
whose love of using seasonal and orJDQLF SURGXFWV ÁRXULVKHG ZKHQ VKH
spent several months in The River
Cottage last year, a restaurant where
the ethos for using seasonal and organic products is world renowned.
Caitlin spent some time travelling
and “tasting all sorts of fruit and vegetables native to those countries.”
Both wanted to start a business for
themselves “because we’re fed up of
working for other people”, and with
their experience and aspirations in
the culinary world, this was perfect
for them.

$

t the moment they are producing
VL[ ÁDYRXUV HDFK VHDVRQ ´$OO
our vegetables are sourced from McNally’s Family Farm in North County Dublin and all of our chickpeas
are sourced from an organic Irish
supplier.” Two of their most popular
ÁDYRXUVDWWKHPRPHQWLQFOXGHURDVW
ed carrot and ginger, and their hugely
successful wild garlic and black kale
with lemon.

“

$OORIRXU
KXPPXVÁDYRXUV
change with the
Irish season
– Sarah McNalley,
co-founder of Sonas
Hummus

Credit: Sonas Hummus

Sonas Hummus is already gathering a large following and is starting
to pop up in various parts of the city.
If you’re interested in trying out
some Sonas Hummus, you can check
out their Facebook and Twitter page,.
To place an order, you can con-

”    

WDFW WKH JLUOV GLUHFWO\ E\ HPDLO VR
nashummus@gmail.com.
Currently they are selling 200g tubs
at €2.75 or 2 for €5. The size of the
tubs is ideal to throw in your bag for
lunch, just grab some crackers and
you’re good to go!
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1R0DNH8S6HO¿H
DQGLWVRQOLQHUHDFWLRQ
The  online  reaction  to  the  cancer  research  'make-up  free'  campaign  
has  highlighted  a  constant  pressure  upon  women

HANNAH
POPHAM

LIFESTYLE EDITOR

Y

esterday the media was
buzzing with startling reports that over €200,000
had been raised for the
Irish cancer society following
a viral trend of women posting
¶QRPDNHXSVHOÀHV·
Cynicism aside, any cancer
awareness or raising money for those
DIÁLFWHGZLWKLWKDVWREHUHVSHFWHG
ZKHWKHUGHEDWDEO\QDUFLVVLVWLFRUQRW
,ZDVGHOLJKWHGWRVHHGR]HQVRI
IUHVKIDFHGIHPDOHIULHQGVRIPLQH
ORRNLQJMXVWDVEHDXWLIXODVWKH\DUH
WKHZD\,DPXVHGWRVHHLQJWKHP
:KHWKHUWKHLUDFWLRQVDUHVHOIRE
VHVVLYHRUQRWZKHQWKHHQGUHVXOW
LVVREHQHÀFLDOLVQRWDQLVVXH,·P
SDUWLFXODUO\LQWHUHVWHGLQGHEDWLQJ
+RZHYHU,GRWKLQNWKDWWKHQR
PDNHXSKDVFDXVHGVRPHWKLQJ
HOVHWRVXUIDFHLWVXJO\KHDG,KDYH
ZDWFKHGLQKRUURUVWUXFNDZHDV
PXOWLSOHPHQ,KDYHDORWRIUHVSHFW
IRUKDYHWDNHQWRWKHLUVRFLDOPHGLD
SURÀOHVWRPRFNWKHVHZRPHQ·V

DSSHDUDQFHV
2QHSRVWHGRQKLV)DFHERRNSURÀOH
PDNLQJQRWHRIKRZWKHRQO\WKLQJ
WKLVYLUDOSKHQRPHQRQKDGWDXJKW
KLPZDV´KRZEDGO\VRPHRI\RX
JLUOVQHHGPDNHXSµ
,ZDVWRRVKRFNHGWRHYHQSRLQWRXW
KRZGHVWUXFWLYHKLVFRPPHQWVZHUH
IRUDQ\RIKLVIHPDOHIULHQGVUHDGLQJ
LWP\VHOILQFOXGHG
$QRWKHUWZRRIP\PDOHIULHQGV
SRVWHGSLFWXUHVRIGRJVKDVKWDJJLQJ
¶QRPDNHXSVHOÀH·$VRFLRORJ\
OHFWXUHURIPLQHRQFHSRLQWHGRXW
KRZMRNHVFDQRIWHQEHDIRUPRI
VRFLDOFRQWUROZLWKLQVRFLHW\DQGWKDW
LGHDLVGHSLFWHGLQDOORILWVVWLÁLQJ
FODULW\KHUH

D

XULQJDFRQYHUVDWLRQZLWKDPDOH
IULHQGRIPLQHODVWZHHNDERXW
WKHGUDZEDFNVRIVDPHVH[VFKRRO
LQJ,IRXQGP\VHOIHPEDUUDVVHGWR
DGPLW,ZRXOGOLWHUDOO\QHYHUOHDYH
WKHKRXVHZLWKRXWPDNHXS
´7KDWPXVWEHKRUULEOHµKHKDG
VDLGLQGLVEHOLHI7REHKRQHVWLWLV
6HHLQJWKDWLW·VQRWRQO\LQGLYLGXDO
JLUOV·LQVHFXULW\WKDWLVFDXVLQJVRPH
\RXQJZRPHQMXVWOLNHPHWRIHHO
OLNHWKLVUHDOO\LUNVPHWRP\FRUH
,WULHGWRH[SODLQWRKLPLQWKH
FUXGHVWWHUPV,FRXOGKRZPXFKLW

JHWVXQGHUZRPHQ·VVNLQWRDOZD\V
ORRNJRRG,DGPLWWHGWKDWZKHWKHU
ZHFKRRVHWRDFNQRZOHGJHLWRUQRW
WKHUHLVDFRQVWDQWVXIIRFDWLQJSUHV
VXUHRQZRPHQ´QRWWRHYHUEHWKH
OHDVWDWWUDFWLYHJLUOLQWKHURRPµRU
DWWKHYHU\OHDVWWREH´DVKRWµDVWKH
ZRPHQDURXQG\RX
7KDWVRXQGVFUXGHDQGLQVXOWLQJWR
ZRPHQEXWLWLVDFRQFHSWKDUGQRW
WRDFNQRZOHGJHIURPDQHDUO\DJH,I
\RXUIULHQGVDUHZHDULQJVKRUWVNLUWV
WRDWHHQGLVFRDQG\RXFKRRVHWR
ZHDUMHDQVDEVROXWHSRZHUWR\RX

B

XW,·GEHO\LQJLIDWWKHEDFNRI
\RXUPLQG\RXGLGQ·WIHHOVOLJKW
O\VHOIFRQVFLRXVIRUGUHVVLQJOHVV
VH[XDOO\WKDQWKH\ZHUH
(YHQWKHRWKHUGD\ZKHQ,ZDONHG
LQWRP\ER\IULHQG·VNLWFKHQWREH
JUHHWHGE\KLVOLWWOHVLVWHUZKRZDV
ZHDULQJÁDZOHVVPDNHXSDQGDJRU
JHRXVGUHVVRQKHUZD\WR%H\RQFH
,LPPHGLDWHO\IHOWOLNHDJUHPOLQ
standing there in my hoodie and
MHDQV
,WVLFNHQVPHWKDWLQVWHDGRIIHHOLQJ
KDSS\WKDWZRPHQDURXQGPHDUH
ORRNLQJVRVWXQQLQJLQVWHDG,ZRQ
GHUKRZ,FRPSDUHDQGLPPHGLDWHO\
IHHOLQDGHTXDWH
,·PKDSS\WRVD\WKDW,DPRQHRI

“

,WVLFNHQVPH
that instead of
IHHOLQJKDSS\
that women
DURXQGPH
DUHORRNLQJVR
VWXQQLQJLQVWHDG
I wonder how
,FRPSDUHDQG
LPPHGLDWHO\IHHO
LQDGHTXDWH

WKHIHZOXFN\ZRPHQZKRGRHVQ·W
JHQHUDOO\IHHOQHJDWLYHO\DERXWP\
DSSHDUDQFHVR,FDQRQO\LPDJLQH
ZKDWVLWXDWLRQVOLNHWKHVHDUHOLNHIRU
ZRPHQZKRGRQ·WKDSSHQWRIHHOWKDW
ZD\DERXWWKHPVHOYHV
,KDYHVHHQHYHU\ZRPDQ,NQRZ
ORRNDEVROXWHO\EHDXWLIXODWRQHSRLQW
RUDQRWKHUDQG,NQRZWKDWLWFDQEH
DPDWWHURIWKHULJKWRXWÀWPDNHXS
RUHYHQVPLOHWKDWGRHVWKLV
Why then are so many men on my
QHZVIHHGPRFNLQJWKHVHZRPHQ
ZKRDUHSUHSDUHGWRWDNHDGHHS
EUHDWKDQGVKRZWKHZRUOGZKDWWKH\
ORRNOLNHEHQHDWKWKHPDNHXSWKH\
FKRRVHWRPDVNWKHLUEDUHO\QRWLFHD
EOHÁDZVZLWK"
%RWKPHQDQGZRPHQQHHGWRUHDO
ise that in a society where we often
SXWEHDXW\DERYHIDUPRUHLPSRUWDQW
DWWULEXWHVLWLVKDUGHQRXJKWRIHHO
JRRGDERXW\RXUVHOIZLWKRXWH[WHUQDO
QHJDWLYHFRPPHQWDU\6RPHGD\V
ZH·UHJRLQJWRORRNOLNH%H\RQFH
VRPHGD\VZHZRQ·W²JHWRYHULW

´

Credit: Discovery Channel

PROFILE

2VFDU3LVWRULXV
Liam Kennedy
STAFF WRITER

O

VFDU3LVWRULXVKDVOHGDQ
H[WUDRUGLQDU\DQGIDVFLQDWLQJ
OLIHEXWKRZH[DFWO\GLGKHJRIURP
EHLQJD\RXQJGRXEOHDPSXWHHWRDQ
LQWHUQDWLRQDOVSRUWLQJLFRQDQGQRZ
DPXUGHUVXVSHFW"
7KH 6RXWK$IULFDQ VSULQW UXQQHU LV
FXUUHQWO\LQWKHQHZVLQWKHPLGVWRI
KLVPXUGHUWULDOLQ3UHWRULD6RXWK$I
ULFD DQG DORQJ ZLWK KLV OHJDO WHDP
KH LV WU\LQJ WR SURYH WKDW WKH NLOO
LQJ RI JLUOIULHQG DQG PRGHO 5HHYD
6WHHQNDPS ZDV DFFLGHQWDO DQG QRW
SUHPHGLWDWHG
3LVWRULXV KDG EHHQ KDLOHG DV DQ LQ
VSLUDWLRQDOÀJXUHXSXQWLO9DOHQWLQH·V
'D\ ODVW \HDU ZKHQ KH IDWDOO\ VKRW
6WHHQNDPS+HVD\VWKDWKHPLVWRRN

KHUIRUDQLQWUXGHULQKLVKRPHDQGLW
ZLOO EH GHFLGHG LQ FRXUW ZKHWKHU RU
QRWKHLVIRXQGJXLOW\RIPXUGHU
$OPRVW HYHU\ERG\ LV DZDUH RI WKH
RQJRLQJ WULDO DQG PRVW SHRSOH DUH
VRPHZKDW IDPLOLDU ZLWK KLV VSRUWLQJ
FDUHHUDQGDFKLHYHPHQWVEXWWKHSHU
VRQDO DVSHFWV EHKLQG WKH 3DUDO\PSL
DQ·VVWRU\KDGEHHQOHVVZHOONQRZQ
RUWDONHGDERXWSULRUWRWKHWULDO
3LVWRULXV ZDV ERUQ LQ -RKDQQHV
EXUJ LQ  ZLWK ÀEXODU KHPLPH
OLD DEVHQFH RI WKH ÀEXOD  DQG DV D
UHVXOW KDG WR KDYH ERWK RI KLV OHJV
DPSXWDWHGEHORZWKHNQHHDWWKHDJH
RI PRQWKVROG 'HVSLWH WKLV WKH
6RXWK$IULFDQ ZDV DFWLYH LQ YDULRXV
VSRUWVWKURXJKRXWKLVWLPHDWVFKRRO
&RDFK$PSLH/RXZLQWURGXFHG2V
FDU3LVWRULXVWRUXQQLQJLQGXU
LQJ KLV UHKDELOLWDWLRQ IURP DQ LQMXU\
KH SLFNHG XS IURP SOD\LQJ UXJE\ DW
VFKRRO7KHSDLUKDYHZRUNHGWRJHWK

HUHYHUVLQFH

T

KHZRUOGÀUVWWRRNQRWLFHRI
WKHPDQZKRLVRIWHQFDOOHG
WKH¶%ODGH5XQQHU·LQDWWKH
6XPPHU3DUDO\PSLFVLQ$WKHQV7KH
6RXWK$IULFDQZDVWDNLQJSDUWLQ
WZRHYHQWVDQGWRRNKRPHDEURQ]H
PHGDOIRUWKHPHWUHUDFHEHIRUH
FODLPLQJJROGIRUKLVYLFWRU\LQWKH
PHWUHUDFH
7KH 3DUDO\PSLF DWKOHWH VWHSSHG XS
KLV JDPH IRU WKH  3DUDO\PSLFV
LQ %HLMLQJ DQG ÀQLVKHG WKH JDPHV
ZLWKJROGPHGDOVLQHDFKRIWKHWKUHH
HYHQWVLQZKLFKKHKDGFRPSHWHG
7KURXJKRXWKLVFDUHHU3LVWRULXVKDV
EURNHQ PDQ\ ZRUOG UHFRUGV LQFOXG
LQJ KLV RZQ SUHYLRXV UHFRUGV DQG
KDV DOVR KDG JUHDW VXFFHVV DW ZRUOG
FKDPSLRQVKLSV DQG WKH 3DUDO\PSLF
:RUOG&XS
$W/RQGRQKHEHFDPHWKHÀUVW

Pistorius at the beginning of his trial, charged with the murder of Reeva Steenkamp

DPSXWHH VSULQWHU WR FRPSHWH DW WKH
2O\PSLF*DPHV,QDGGLWLRQKHZDV
YHU\ LPSUHVVLYH DW WKH /RQGRQ 
3DUDO\PSLFV
¶7KH IDVWHVW PDQ RQ QR OHJV· ZRQ
WZRJROGPHGDOVLQ/RQGRQDQGDOVR
OHIWZLWKDVLOYHUPHGDODIWHUFRPLQJ
VHFRQGLQWKHPHWUHUDFH

3LVWRULXVZLOOEHKRSLQJWRSXWWKLV
SDVW \HDU EHKLQG KLP DQG JHW EDFN
WRIRFXVLQJRQKLVVSRUWLQJFDUHHUDV
VRRQDVSRVVLEOH
+HZDVRQFHTXRWHGLQDQLQWHUYLHZ
DV VD\LQJ ´<RX·UH QRW GLVDEOHG E\
WKHGLVDELOLWLHV\RXKDYH\RXDUHDEOH
E\WKHDELOLWLHV\RXKDYHµ
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MUSIC
'Soars  above  any  macho  posturing'

Starred  Up      Director:  David  Mackenzie
Jack O'Higgins
STAFF WRITER

Supermodel
Foster  the  People

Grade: E
Grade: B+

Gavin Lacey
STAFF WRITER

There’s always a moment of apprehension when a ‘gritty’, male-dominated British drama hits our screens.
Are we going to get the real deal or
some shallow, sub-Danny Dyer pap?
Thankfully, Starred Up falls into the
former category; while it may contain
DVXIÀFLHQWDPRXQWRIEUXWDOYLROHQFH
and burly men calling each other
“fahking cahnts”, an intelligent script
and committed cast allow Starred Up
to soar above any empty macho posturing.
Following teenager Eric Love as
he’s ‘starred up’ (prematurely upgraded from a Young Offenders’ InstituWLRQWRDQ$GXOW3ULVRQ WKHÀOPWHOOV
a thoughtful, uncompromising tale.
Eric, as played by Skins-alumnus
Jack O’Connell, is a brutish young
man with a sociopathic disregard for
KLVDFWLRQV7KDWWKHÀOPQHYHUWDNHV

the easy route of redeeming him is to
be commended. Like Rupert Friend’s
beleaguered therapist Oliver, we are
often left grasping at straws as we atWHPSW WR ÀQG VRPHWKLQJ UHGHHPDEOH
in Eric, something that suggestions
potential salvation from his current
path of self-destruction.
It’s testament to O’Connell’s wonderful performance that despite Eric’s
constant hostility and violence, we
can occasionally glimpse his bruised
humanity underneath.
Matters are further complicated
by the presence of Eric’s estranged
father and fellow-prisoner, Neville
(Ben Mendelsohn), who attempts to
reconnect with his son and guide him
towards a shorter sentence.
Familial bonds add tension to an already volatile situation and soon, Eric
LVXQGHUÀUHIURPSULVRQNLQJSLQVDQG

aggrieved guards. Praise must go to
director David Mackenzie, who deftly handles proceedings; the brutality
never threatens to overwhelm the
central relationship between Eric and
his father.
Conversely, every moment of tenderness is hard-earned, never seeming to engulf the grim reality the charDFWHUVÀQGWKHPVHOYHVLQ
Starred Up LV D FRPSOH[ ÀOP WKDW
discards the usual clichés of the prison genre. Morally ambiguous, there’s
no anti-hero to root for, no meteoric
rise within the prison ranks, no daring
escape.
Instead, we are given a much more
moving, subtle story of a father and
son attempting to reconnect and rebuild their lives in the bleakest of
surroundings. Danny Dyer need not
apply.

Under  the  Skin

It must be frustrating to peak so early in your career. But even worse, is
not knowing you’ve peaked so early
and proceeding to buy into your own
myth.
Not only is it frustrating, it is dangerous. Dangerous because it allows
music so mind-numbingly bad to be
created that it insults all that went before it.
It creates a Godzilla like monster
that steps on and destroys pillars of
musical excellence that went before,
leaving a wasteland of crotchets and
quavers in the process.
Supermodel, Foster the People’s
second album, is exactly what the album title describes. It is false, superÀFLDO JORVV\ ODFNLQJ LQ DQ\ NLQG RI
substance and boring.
Investing time on this record is so
soul-sucking that any listener would
almost need to conjure a patronus

spell to keep themselves in tact.
After listening to this album I had
to make a ham and cheese toastie to
make myself feel something.
It actually wasn’t even that tasty, but
at least it did something for me. The
cheese was medium mature red cheddar that my Aunt gave to my Da and
I think that was the problem, it was
slightly too strong and totally overpowered the ham but it wouldn’t stop
me from eating it again.
(YHQ WKRXJK LW KDG LWV ÁDZV LW KDG
some sort of personality, I could
see why some people would eat this
cheese.
Supermodel is the exact opposite. I
can’t see why people would like it,
there’s nothing to it, it's not smooth
and creamy with a rich well-rounded
ÁDYRXU,W·VERULQJDQGEODQG
Like having Holy Communion for
breakfast, lunch and dinner.

Director:  Jonathan  Glazer
Stuart Comerford

If you’re not somewhat familiar with
the premise of art house cinema, then
you’ll likely want to give this one
a miss. Reminiscent of early David
Lynch and Lars Von Trier productions,
with an emphasis on visual storytelling
in the style of Stanley Kubrick – this
-RQDWKDQ*OD]HUÀOPLVOLNHO\WRGLYLGH
audiences in a very drastic way; never
have I seen so many people walk out
of the cinema during a showing before.
What Under the Skin provides is a
unique and beautiful visual experience,
which tests the way we understand
humanity and our sexual characteristics; but what it lacks is, for the most

STAFF WRITER

Grade: C+

part, clarity of purpose. Without the
EDFNJURXQGRIWKHQRYHOWKDWWKHÀOP·V
based on, you could be forgiven for not
knowing what’s going on throughout.
The story isn’t particularly clear, and
WKH ODFRQLF SDFH GHÀQLWHO\ GRHVQ·W
help, so you’re left with many unanswered questions at the end as to what
actually unfolded before your eyes. It
could be argued that this was the intention of the director, to go along with
WKHWKHPHRIP\VWHU\LQWKHÀOPEXWLW
just comes off as poor clarity of story
development.
$ ORW RI WKH ÀOP WHFKQLFDOO\ FRXQWV
as improvisation, as most of the men

Scarlett Johansson’s character encounters on the streets were non-actors,
XQDZDUHRIDÀOPEHLQJUHFRUGHGXQWLO
after their dialogue. Coupled with the
shooting style, this makes for an incredibly intriguing documentary tone
WRWKHÀOPZKLFKKHLJKWHQVWKHUHDOLVP
and the impact of the content on screen
– which, regardless of the lack of narrative, is a very well-crafted and moving
piece of content.
Under the Skin may very well be one
of the best examples of visual storytelling seen in years, but can’t help but feel
somewhat empty and misguided in its
narrative.

TV

Orange  is  the  New  Black  
1HWÀL[

Twenty  Feet  From  Stardom
Director:    Morgan  Neville
Joseph Conroy

And the Academy Award went to...
Twenty Feet From Stardom. They say
we are living in the golden age of the
GRFXPHQWDU\\RX GH[SHFWDÀOPWKDW
pipped the likes of The Act of Killing
DQG1HWÁL[ VFRQWURYHUVLDOThe Square
to the post to be something pretty special, but Twenty Feet From Stardom
just never feels that special.
6XUHLWVJRRG²EXWLW VQRÀUVWKDQG
DFFRXQW RI D ÁDLOLQJ UHYROXWLRQ DQG
it doesn't have any surreal genocide
re-enactments.

CULTURE EDITOR

Grade: B-

Ignoring the wild innovations and
bold projects being undertaking in the
genre, even as a music documentary
this is again very good, but nothing
special. It looks tame when compared
WR D ÀOP OLNH  V Searching For
Sugar Man – another music doc' that
took home the Oscar for best feature
documentary.
7KH ÀOP WHOOV WKH WDOHV RI EDFNLQJ
VLQJHUV IURP WKH  V WR WKH SUHVHQW
day. It deals with the sexual objectiÀFDWLRQRIIHPDOHEDFNLQJVLQJHUVWKH

decline of the backing singers and the
GLIÀFXOWLHVWKDWWDOHQWHGEDFNLQJVLQJers have faced when trying to harness
their own careers as lead singers. A
number of personal narratives are explored but none offer any bind-blowing incites.
,W V ZRUWK ZDWFKLQJ WKH ÀOP MXVW
for the scene about the recording of
Gimme Shelters' “Rape – murder” refrain. There are a few other stand-out
moments and some great archive footage – it's a solid music documentary.

Hannah Popham

Grade: B+

For those of us who were hooked by
the real life memoir-adaptation of
Piper Kerman, a successful, white,
middle-class New Yorker sent to a
federal prison, it is hard to speculate
what lies in store for its second season.
:KHQ WKH FKDUPLQJ 1HWÁL[ SULVRQ
GUDPD ÀQLVKHG XS LWV ÀUVW VHDVRQ
it left many of its storylines untied.
Piper had begun a passionate affair
with her ex-girlfriend whose naming
her was the very reason for her lock
up, and was waging a war against
religious freak Pensatucky which
culminated in a particularly violent scene. Daya was pregnant with

prison guard Bennett’s baby and the
detestable Pornstache had been suspended for having sex with her in an
attempt to protect Bennett.
After months of waiting and specuODWLRQ1HWÁL[KDYHÀQDOO\DQQRXQFHG
their season two air date on June 6th,
ZLWKDYHU\VKRUWWHDVHUIRUIDQV
to unravel.
The teaser leaves a lot untold, with
only the suggestion that Pornstache
PD\ ÀQG KLV ZD\ EDFN LQ WR IXUWKHU
FRUUXSW/LWFKÀHOG&RUUHFWLRQDO
Creator Jenji Kohan also let slip that
That 70s Show star Laura Prepon will
be in it, “not the whole season, but
you’ll see her for most of it” Cryptic.
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Multiculturalism  
and  innocence  
through  a  
camera  lens  
Me  Buddy,  MuhammadLVD¿OPDERXW
WKHIULHQGVKLSEHWZHHQD\RXQJ,ULVK
ER\DQGD\RXQJ0XVOLPER\'LUHFWRU
Eleanor  WalshZULWHVDERXWWKHSURMHFW
H[SHULHQFHVRIDU

F

rom its conception as a script
WR LWV FRPSOHWLRQ DV D ÀOP WKH
process involved in the making of
a DIT Film and Broadcasting Final
\HDUÀOPLVDZKLUOZLQGRIFKDRVDQG
creativity. Starting pre-production
with a tight time frame, a non-existent budget and limited resources is
daunting.
This project is the climax of ourfour-year college experience, with
RYHU  SHUFHQW RI RXU ÀQDO GHJUHH
JUDGHUHVWLQJRQWKHVXFFHVVRIWKHÀ
nal product.
With that said, the enthusiasm for
the project among our crew, lecturers
and peers is the foundation on which
the success of the project has been
built thus far.
0DNLQJ D ÀOP LV QHYHU HDV\ HVSH
cially without a budget or executive
producer pumping money into your
project, but every year DIT Film
VWXGHQWV FUHDWH VKRUW ÀOP SLHFHV WKDW
FRPSHWH LQ ÀOP IHVWLYDOV ZRUOGZLGH
from Sydney to LA.

T

he funding process for our project
follows the 'Do It Yourself' model
employed by previous graduates of
the course. The use of online funding
platforms, such as Sponsume.com
RU)XQGLWLVW\SLFDOO\WKHÀUVWVWHSLQ
gathering contributions from friends,
family and connections worldwide.
After that, sourcing investment
from organisations and business
that may have interest in the project
is explored. With little or no money
coming from DIT, our crew members
contribute personally to the budget,
something that has, in recent years,
EHFRPHLQFUHDVLQJO\GLIÀFXOW
With Me Buddy, Muhammad, a
target of €3,000 was set on our online funding campaign. The money
gathered from this generally isn’t released until principal photography is
ÀQLVKHGVRXQWLOWKHQDORWRIEDUJDLQ
ing, calling in favours and personal
contributions fund the pre-production
EXGJHWDQGÀQDQFHWKHGD\VRISULQFL
ple photography.

OPINION

Log  off  or  cop  on
EOGHAN
MCNEILL

I

was in Croke Park with my brother and sister to watch Donegal beat
&RUNLQWKH$OO,UHODQGVHPLÀ
nal. Half of Donegal was in Dublin.
On our way to Drumcondra, we’d
meet cars with DL registrations
who’d give you a salute for wearing
green and gold. Colm McFadden,
the temperamental corner-forward
from Creeslough, had an on-day and
inspired Donegal to a win. It was a
great day.
Towards the end of the match, I
overheard a conversation between

two Donegal fans behind me. Leaving
WKH VWDGLXP EHIRUH WKH ÀQDO ZKLVWOH
one said angrily to the other: “I can’t
believe what I just had to endure.
30 men chasing a ball around pitch.
How awful, how meaningless, how
lacking in depth! Art is dead”. The
other agreed, asking: “Why couldn’t
the GAA have run something more
interesting, like a Banksy exhibition?
I bloody love those stencils he uses”.
That didn’t actually happen. If you
buy a ticket to a football match in
Croke Park, you can be reasonably
sure of what to expect on match day:
a game of football. No one expects to
VHH DQ\WKLQJ RI DQ\ JUHDWHU VLJQLÀ
cance, and most enjoy their day out.
Some Facebook users seem to expect a lot from the platform. Reaction

LOST CLASSIC

Pop
U2
Jack O'Higgins
STAFF WRITER

Credit: Me Buddy, Muhammad

The budget consists of equipment
hire, catering services, location hire,
art department, wardrobe, transport
and much more. It is a testament to our
producer, Louise Byrne, who has managed to work miracles with our modest
EXGJHWWRNHHSWKHÀOPRQWUDFN
The essential skill needed to succeed,
it seems, is resourcefulness. From casting to art department, making professional connections and not being afraid
to ask for help has been essential.
We have been lucky with our casting this far and will be working with
Siraj Zaidi, Head of Bollywood Ireland, and a cast of talented children.
As the director of Me Buddy, Muhammad, the words “never work with
children or animals” have come to
mind frequently, but with the support and guidance of industry professionals, like Kathleen Warner Yeates
and Paddy Breathnach, the daunting
challenge of working with 30-plus
FKLOGUHQ RQ WKH ÀOP KDV EHFRPH DQ
exciting challenge.

WR WKH FXUUHQW QRPDNHXSVHOÀH FDP
paign, and before that #neknominations, would indicate that some users
H[SHFW )DFHERRN WR IXOÀO QRW RQO\
their social networking needs, but
also their cultural needs.
Apparently posting, #nomakeupVHOÀHV²VHOÀHVWKDWDUHUDLVLQJPRQH\
IRUFDQFHUFKDULWLHV²WDNHXSYDOXDEOH
space in users’ Newsfeeds. Space that
could be used for things that aren’t
VXSHUÀFLDOWKDWDUHQ·WPHUHH[HUFLVHV
in vanity. Things with depth, of culWXUDO VLJQLÀFDQFH 6R WKH DUJXPHQW
goes.

H

ere’s an idea: if you want to enjoy something you consider to be
of more consequence than a picture
contributing to a cancer charity, why
not like, read a book? They’re great.
Some of them are really long and tell
us things about human nature and the
world we live in. Unfortunately, there
aren’t any books on Facebook, so
you’ll probably have to log off.
Some people would rather see
art than #neknomination videos. If

T

he process involved in making a
ÀOPJRHVIDUEH\RQGWKHSK\VLFDO
act of shooting. Once Me Buddy, Muhammad wraps, there will a month of
post-production editing and sound in
the studios here in DIT.
From there, Louise and I will be
working on the marketing package
IRU WKH ÀOP DQG SODQQLQJ LWV HQWU\
onto the festival circuit.
With the support of organisations
such as the South Inner City Community Development Association,
the Dublin Multicultural Resource
Centre and the Lord Mayor of Dublin, Oisín Quinn, we are excited and
IXOO\FRQÀGHQWLQWKHSRWHQWLDORIMe
Buddy, Muhammad.
The processes described above are
no doubt stressful and challenging,
but when you have a dedicated crew
and a passion for the message contained in your project anything is possible.
For more info check out Facebook.
com/MeBuddyMuhammad

you’re one of these people, instead of
trying to “occupy Facebook with art”
² DV SHU WKH FDPSDLJQ ² \RX FRXOG
visit the National Gallery. It’s free,
and there are quite a few paintings inside. Again, you would probably have
to log off.
You wouldn’t go to a party, stand in
the middle of the room and scream
at your friends: “For Christ’s sake,
you’re all so bloody inane! Why can’t
you say something clever!? Why
can’t we talk about the arts!?" No,
if you felt that strongly about it, you
would probably leave.
If your Facebook friends’ interests are so frightfully lowbrow and
self-serving: delete them, log off.
Find a new party.

Hello everyone. I feel there’s something I need to confess. Now, I’ve
never outright lied, but to quote Ellen
Page’s recent “Hey I’m gay!” speech,
I’m tired of lying by omission. Here it
goes; Pop is my favourite U2 album.
There, I said it! I understand if we
can’t be friends anymore but I’m sorry, I can’t pretend to be something
I’m not. I. Love. Pop.
Released in 1997, Pop was dismissed by most; the combination of
electronics, samples and Warhol-esque album art seemed to suggest an
over-indulged rock band imploding.
Yet it offers some of U2’s most
thrilling music, and it remains the last
record on which they sound like the
biggest band in the world (All That
You Can’t Leave Behind acts like an
apology for Pop’s radical sound and
the less said about their last two efforts, the better).
One only needs to listen to opening track ‘Discothèque’ to appreciate
Pop’s craft. Hazy guitars mesh with
Bono’s woozy voice and Adam Clayton’s trickling bass before Larry Mullen’s drums puts some shape on the
beast, allowing The Edge to whip out
a cracker of a riff. The result is intoxicating, funky, irresistible. Track one
and the rhythm’s already got you.

‘Do You Feel Loved?’ and ‘Mofo’
continue in a similar vein, combining
dance beats with exhilarating work
by Clayton and The Edge, their iconic
rock sound transformed into an electric groove. ‘Staring At The Sun’ and
‘Last Night On Earth’ are more typLFDO8QXPEHUVZLWKDGGHGÁDYRXU
coming from electronic blips and sonic beeps.
Yet Pop’s not all electro-dance shenanigans. ‘The Playboy Mansion’
offers a biting critique of celebriW\ FXOWXUH ¶3OHDVH· UHÁHFWV RQ 7KH
Troubles, and then there’s ‘Wake Up
Dead Man’. A hauntingly honest song
about questioning faith, it reminds
us that Bono really is a great lyricist
when he’s not annoying the shit out
of everyone.
Largely ignored by the band since,
Pop is that most tragic of lost classics:
one lost to its creators. Judging by the
tepid response to their most recent
output, perhaps it’s time they rediscovered it.
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    Out  with  a  bang:
BIMM's  End  of  
Term  GIG  at  the    
    Button  Factory
                      Eoghan  Regan  went  to  one  of  BIMM's    
ELJJHVWJLJVIRUWKH¿UVWWLPHDQGZDVEORZQ
away  by  the  talent  on  show  

I

t would be foolish to assume
that a college dedicated to the
relentless pursuit of musical stardom would put on a
bad show, wouldn’t it? Yes, yes it
would. But I did. Foolishly.
I would guess my formative years
spent attending amateur college gigs
is where such foolishness and general apathy towards Irish bands began
to manifest.
I was so damn disillusioned with
the state of Irish music I had totally
forgotten that real ‘I say real’ (existential debate aside) musicians still
existed in Dublin.
Plural noun ‘The’ bands and shrill
mic feedback had coloured my perception of what live music in Dublin
had become. I would see a youthful
face with dilated star-shaped pupils
like a strange anamorphic Elton
John, holding a sticker covered
telecaster and reach for my most
deafening earmuffs.
The kind that provided much needed audio asphyxiation. Disorientating
yes, but still preferable to a hearing a
vaguely out of tune Arctic Monkeys
cover. It seems however that I had
kept the earmuffs on for too long.
How sweet it is to hear again.
BIMM’s musical showcase night
was a variety display of its best

bands, only a few had made it to the
intimate stage of the Button Factory
DQGDVWKHEHHUVWLFN\ÁRRUEHJDQWR
ÀOO,ZDVLQLJQRUDQFHH[SHFWLQJWKH
worst.

W

LWKPLOLWDU\VW\OHHIÀFLHQF\
WKHÀUVWEDQGDUULYHGRQVWDJH
– Talking Legs with a version of
Talking Heads’ 'Psycho Killer'.
Trashing around the stage in a pair
of aviation googles (possibly to avert
the blistering strobe lights), their
frontman was somewhere between
brazenly enthusiastic and manically
odd.
As it ended I thought, 'Well that
was great', and so it continued
throughout the night, band after band
restoring my faith in amateur music.
What struck me most was the array
of genres on show, from radio-friendly jams to death metal growls I
pictured myself traveling between
epochs, a musical ‘Phileas Fogg’
dropping my balloon whenever my
ears picked up a virtuoso tune.
A cover of Purple Rain here, a
catchy soul original there; it was as
though I had been given Gabrielle’s
iPod and had spent a blissful purgaWRU\RQVKXIÁH

One such memorable cover was
performed by Give it to Mammas –
a note-for-note rendition of Beyoncé’s ‘Green Light’.
Jordan Onubogu, a man who
looked like he was genetically
engineered in a lab to become a star,
stood patiently behind the MC, sung
a few bars not to his liking and then
sang again. It was pretty incredible.
Considering that the ‘Mamma’s’ had jammed with Beyoncé’s
backing band when she played here
two weeks ago, it was not a major
surprise that they happened to be
brilliant.
All that said it was a gig after all,
and ‘when the music’s over’ they
turn out the lights and we were all
sent, leather jackets and hip haircuts,
to the Workman’s club.
Regressing back into their student-selves the former performers
of the evening were drinking and
fumbling over conversation as all
students do.
How strange they all looked, acting
as if they were normal human beings.
I suppose stars don’t really lose the
run of themselves until you’ve given
them a tour bus. BIMM roadshow
tour anyone?

BIMM students perform at the recent End of Term Gig; (Left) Daniel Shiel

Credits: BIMM

Steven McCann and Little Rose received rave reviews for their set

BIMM performers Julie Murphy, Fiona Harte and Catherine Smyth

Spoilt  for  choice:  Gig  Soc  Battle  of  the  Bands  held  on  same  night  as  BIMM
Jack O'Higgins

%DWWOHRIWKH%DQGVZLQQHUVIRU²$PEHUÁ\

STAFF WRITER

You wouldn't have wanted to be on
the judges panel for this year's DIT
Gig Soc Battle Of The Bands.
Admittedly, complimentary alcohol
is nothing to laugh at, but with a lineup as strong as this year's, the judges
were faced with a decision that made
Sophie's Choice child's play by comparison.
The master of ceremonies this year
was yours truly and despite not correctly naming all the judges and referring to my Chairperson as a "ballbuster", I think that overall, it was a
success. I am now positioning myself
as a professional MC, available for
gigs, charity events and children's
beauty pageants.

Credit: Photo Soc

The opening act of the night was
The Journals. Channeling the likes
of Editors and Joy Division, they
combined slick guitar lines with stir-

ring melodies to great effect. Check
out their self-titled EP online; you're
in for a treat.
Next up were Alpheidae, the black

(metal) sheep of the night. An ear for
strong melodies and a ferocious metal
sound your grandparents wouldn't approve of – a thrilling set
They were followed by my personal favourites of the night; runners-up
Aztec Jackal. Simply put, Aztec
Jackal are enormous fun. Soft-spoken
and polite in conversation, frontman
Juan stomps around stage with a born
rock star's swagger, rallying his virtuoso band-mates.
By the time 'Leo' (surely the best
original of the competition) increases tempo towards its climax, you're
either completely enthralled or dead
inside.
For stark contrast, two-piece acoustic pop group Meg and Albha followed the funk rock octet. Opening
with a spirited cover of 'You Can't
Hurry Love', the duo won over the

crowd
with
their delicate
harmonies and
great
stage
presence.
Finally, AmEHUÁ\ took to
the stage and
demonstrated
ZK\ WKH\ ZHUH GHVHUYHG ÀUVW SODFH
winners of the competition.
Earlier in conversation, they revealed that nine months had been
spent rehearsing before they started
gigging, and it showed; their set was
amazingly tight, full of compelling
originals and dynamic shifts that
would make The Pixies proud.
Their polished blues rock allowed
them to win a place within the judges
hearts and walk away with that covetHGÀUVWSUL]H
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REVIEWS: DRAMA SOCIETY'S FESTIVAL AND MUSICAL

No  horror  show  at  the   Drama festival
Little  Shop  of  Horrors Doubt:  A  Parable
Director:  Jack  Lynskey

Aisling Gill

Grade: A+

Little Shop of Horrors ZDV WKH ODWHVW
PXVLFDOSXWRQE\',7'UDPD6RFLQ
WKH2·5HLOO\WKHDWUHLQ%HOYHGHUH&ROOHJHDQGDVFOLFKpGDVLWVRXQGVLWGLG
QRWGLVDSSRLQW
7KH VKRZ GLUHFWHG E\ 0DLUHDG
'RQRKRHZDVXQUHOHQWLQJO\DPXVLQJ
:LWK LWV ZLWW\ RQH OLQHUV DQG FDWFK\
VRQJV\RXFRXOGQ WKHOSEXWOHDYHWKH
WKHDWUHLQJRRGIRUP
7KH PDMRULW\ RI WKH DFWLRQ WDNHV
SODFHLQ0U0XVKQLN·V -DPHV-R\FH 
ÁRZHU VKRS RQ VNLG URZ ZKHUH WKH
\RXQJ 6H\PRXU *UDKDP )OHPLQJ 
GLVFRYHUV D VWUDQJH SODQW WKDW IHHGV
RQKXPDQEORRG6H\PRXUQDPHVWKH
SODQW $XGUH\ ,, 0DWWKHZ 0DQQLRQ 
DIWHUKLVWKHZRPHQKHORYHV$XGUH\
.DWH0F.HRZQ 
'LUHFWRU 'RQRKRH FHUWDLQO\ FKRVH
WKH ULJKW FDVW DV DOO SHUIRUPHG ZHOO
)OHPLQJ VWRRG RXW ZLWK KLV H[FHOOHQW
DFWLQJ DQG $PHULFDQ DFFHQW ZKLFK
ZDV GLGQ W OHW KLP GRZQ WKURXJKRXW
DQGKLVGXHWZLWK0DQQLRQ V$XGUH\,,
ZDVHQHUJHWLFDQGIXQ
7KHLUYRLFHVFRPSOHPHQWHGRQHDQRWKHU DQG DOWKRXJK 0DQQLRQ FRXOG
QRWEHVHHQKHFHUWDLQO\PDGHDQLPSDFW
0F.HRZQZDVRXWVWDQGLQJWKURXJKRXW WKH VKRZ +HU VROR ZDV EUHDWK
WDNLQJ GHPDQGLQJ DWWHQWLRQ IURP DOO
ZLWKLQ HDU VKRW +HU ÀQDO VFHQH ZDV
DJDLQ D QRWHZRUWK\ PRPHQW GXULQJ
ZKLFK VKH DJDLQ GHPRQVWUDWHG FRPSOHWHFRQWURORYHUKHUYRFDOV
$XGUH\·V DQG 6H\PRXU·V SKRQH
VFHQH WRJHWKHU ZDV SHUIHFWO\ WLPHG
DQG KLJKO\ FRPLFDO ERWK KDG JUHDW
FKHPLVWU\ RQ VWDJH DQG ZRUNHG H[WUHPHO\ZHOOWRJHWKHU
2QHWKLQJ,FDQQRWIDLOWRPHQWLRQLV
WKH VHW DQG GHVLJQ RI$XGUH\ ,, 7KH
SODQW VGHVLJQE\&LDQ2·6LRUDLQ-HII
%ODNHDQG2OHN/HOLHYUHZDVVHULRXVO\LPSUHVVLYH
7KH SODQW ZDV WKH FHQWUH SLHFH
WKURXJKRXW PDMRULW\ RI WKH VKRZ DQG
LW ZDV FOHDUO\ ZHOO FRQVWUXFWHG DV LW
PDQDJHGWRHDWDFRXSOHRISHRSOHDQG
UHPDLQIXQFWLRQLQJDQGVLQJLQJDIWHUZDUGVZLWKRXWIDLO
,W·V TXLWH GLIÀFXOW WR ÀQG DQ\WKLQJ
WRIDXOWLQWKHVKRZ²LWWUXO\ZDVH[FHOOHQW7KHUH ZHUH VRPH LVVXHV ZLWK
WKH PLFURSKRQHV UHVXOWLQJ LQ WKH DX-

GLHQFH QRW TXLWH SLFNLQJ XS D FRXSOH
RIRQHOLQHUVEXWLWZDVDPLQRUIDXOW
UDWKHUWKDQDQHUURU
$JDLQ D PLQRU WHFKQLFDO IDXOW FDPH
ZKHQWKHGRRUORFNIHOORIIGXULQJWKH
VKRZ WKRXJK LW ZDV SXUHO\ FRPLFDO
DQGWKHDFWRUVZHUHH[WUHPHO\SURIHVVLRQDOLQKROGLQJWKHGRRUFORVHGIURP
WKHQ RQ PDQDJLQJ WR LQFRUSRUDWH LW
ZLWK WKH FRPHGLF WRQH RI WKH SHUIRUPDQFH

“

Al McConnell

Grade: B

M

D IHZ FRPHGLF PRPHQWV IRU D SOD\
DERXW D SULHVW IDFLQJ DOOHJDWLRQV RI
FKLOGDEXVH 
&URVVRQKRZHYHUZDVWKHVWDQGRXW
SHUIRUPHURIWKHÀUVWKDOILPPHGLDWHO\VKRZLQJWKHDXWKRULW\LQWLPLGDWLRQ
DQGKDUVKQHVVUHTXLUHGDV6LVWHU$OR\VLXV WKH QXQWRHQGDOOQXQV ZKR
OHDGVDFDPSDLJQRIUXPRXUDQGVSHFXODWLRQDURXQG)DWKHU)O\QQ
0F&DUWDQDQG-HQ2·'Z\HUWKHODWWHU DV 6LVWHU -DPHV SHUKDSV UHTXLUHG
DOLWWOHPRUHWLPHWKDQ&URVVRQWRVHWWOH LQWR WKHLU SHUIRUPDQFH EXW RQFH
WKHUHERWKZHUHLPSUHVVLYH2·'Z\HU
SOD\HG WKH UROH H[WUHPHO\ ZHOO ² LPSUHVVLRQDEOHSDVVLRQDWHDQGWURXEOHG
DV WKH PHHN 6LVWHU FDXJKW XQGHU WKH
LQÁXHQFH RI $OR\VLXV EXW ZLWK PRPHQWV RI FDUHIXO WLPLQJ LQ ERWK KXPRXUDQGDQJHU
0F&DUWDQ DOVR VHWWOHG LQWR KLV UROH
PRUHWKDQGRPLQDWHGLWEXWDUJXDEO\
VWROH WKH VKRZ LQ WKH VHFRQG KDOI DV
WKH SORW GHYHORSHG DQG HDFK FKDUDFWHU·V GRXEWV DERXW )DWKHU )O\QQ·V
UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK D \HDUROG SXSLO
GURYHWKHVWRU\IRUZDUG
0XIXQGL·V SRUWUD\DO RI 0UV 0XOOHU
DOVR OHIW D VWURQJ LPSUHVVLRQ RQ WKH
GDUN EUXLVLQJ VHFRQG KDOI RI Doubt
GHVSLWH RQO\ KDYLQJ D IHZ PLQXWHV
WR GR VR +DQGEDJ FOXWFKHG LQ ERWK
KDQGV DQG ZLWK FOHDU DQG VHQVLWLYH
GHOLYHU\RIVRPHSRLJQDQWOLQHV0XIXQGLZDVLGHDOLQWKHUROH

\ÀUVWHOHPHQWRIGRXEWDURXQG
WKLVSOD\EHJDQORQJEHIRUHWKH
ÀUVW VFHQH DV , ZDONHG GRZQ WR7KH
1HZ7KHDWUHIRUWKHRSHQLQJQLJKWRI
WKH 'UDPD 6RFLHW\·V IHVWLYDO :KHQ
'RXEW $ 3DUDEOH D  SOD\ E\
-RKQ 3DWULFN 6KDQOH\ ZDV DGDSWHG
IRUWKHELJVFUHHQDOOIRXURIWKHPDLQ
DFWRUV ZHUH QRPLQDWHG IRU 2VFDUV
7KH SOD\ LWVHOI KDG DOUHDG\ ZRQ WKH
3XOLW]HU3UL]HIRU'UDPD,WZDV
DQDPELWLRXVFKRLFHFRXOGDVWXGHQW
SHUIRUPDQFHGRLWMXVWLFH"
)RUWXQDWHO\ WKH RQO\ WKLQJ ¶VWXGHQW\· DERXW WKLV SHUIRUPDQFH ZDV WKH
JURXSEHKLQGP\VHDWZKLVSHULQJDQG
VWLÁLQJ ODXJKWHU WKURXJKRXW SLFWXUH
WKHWRGGOHUZKRNLFNVWKHEDFNRI\RXU
VHDW RQ D 5\DQDLU ÁLJKW EXW OEV
ELJJHUDQGDIWHUKDYLQJDIHZ¶VQHDN\·
FDQV ² ´2K -HVXV LW·V RYHUÁRZLQJµ
ZHUH WKH ÀUVW ZRUGV , KHDUG DV WKH
OLJKWVZHQWGRZQ 
7KH FDVW LQ Doubt OLNH WKH VHW LV
VSDUVH IRXU LQ WRWDO RQH RI ZKRP
0UV 0XOOHU SOD\HG KHUH E\ (PPD
0XIXQGL KDVRQO\RQHVFHQHSRZHUIXO WKRXJK LW LV ,W·V GULYHQ E\ YHUEDO
EDFNDQGIRUWKVDQGLVIXOORIWHQVLRQ
DQG HPRWLRQ PDNLQJ LW SDUWLFXODUO\
GHPDQGLQJ
2LVLQ 0F&DUWDQ DV )DWKHU )O\QQ
DURXQG ZKRP WKH GRXEW LQ WKLV VWRU\
UHYROYHVVKRZHGWKHQHFHVVDU\UDQJH
WR GHOLYHU D SULHVWO\ VHUPRQ WDNH RQ
WKH LFHFROG 6LVWHU $OR\VLXV $LVOLQJ
&URVVRQ  LQ IXULRXV H[FKDQJHV DQG
ÀQG WKH DSSURSULDWH FRPHGLF QRWH
ZKHQ QHFHVVDU\ DQG WKHUH DUH TXLWH

PXQGDQHHYHQWVEXWGUHVVWKHFKDUDFWHUVDVSULHVWVDQGWKLQJVMXVWEHFRPH
LQKHUHQWO\IXQQ\,QWKLVSOD\\RXFDQ
VHH MXVW ZKDW WKH\ PHDQ 0F&DUWDQ
DVDEDVNHWEDOOFRDFKLQJSULHVW FRPSOHWH ZLWK EODFN VKLUW DQG FROODU EXW
IRUPDOVKRHVDQGEODFNVKRUWV²3ULHVW
VKRUWV"  GUHZ FORVH WR WKH ELJJHVW
ODXJKRIWKHQLJKW
7KHRQO\PDMRUÁDZFDPHDWWKHHQG
RIRQHFUXFLDOVFHQH&URVVRQ·V$OR\VLXV KDPPHUV WKUHH KHDY\ EORZV WR
)O\QQ·V FKDUDFWHU DQG JRHV WR OHDYH
6KHSDXVHV´$QGFXW\RXUQDLOVµ
,W·V D ORDGHG FRPPHQW IXOO RI VSLWH
DQG D VHQVH RI ÀQDOLW\ ,W VKRZV KHU
FROG QDWXUH RQFH DJDLQ 3HUKDSV
DV PXFK GXH WR WKH DXGLHQFH DV WKH
GHOLYHU\ WKH OLQH MXVW PLVVHG LWV
KHDY\KDQGHGQHVVDQGFDPHDFURVVDV
KHDYLO\FRPHGLF7KHUHLVXQGRXEWHGO\ KXPRXU LQ LW GXH WR WKH VPDVKLQJ
RIKLJKWHQVLRQ DWHQVLRQLPSUHVVLYHO\EXLOWXSE\WKHDFWRUV EXWWKHOLQH
ZDVQ·WTXLWHDEXOOVH\H
5HJDUGOHVV',7·VYHUVLRQRI'RXEW
ZDV D UHPDUNDEOH VXFFHVV ,W ZDV
FOHDUO\ZHOOGLUHFWHGE\-DFN/\QVNH\
DQG ZHOO SURGXFHG E\ 6DUDK 2·6KHD
RQWRSRIWKHDFWRUV·SHUIRUPDQFHV
2QO\PLQRUHOHPHQWVKHOGLWEDFNDQ
DFKLHYHPHQW FRQVLGHULQJ WKH VFDOH RI
WKLVSOD\DQGWKHFULWLFDOJHQXÁHFWLRQ
LWKDVUHFHLYHGLQWKHSDVW7KRXJKWKH
DXGLHQFH OHIW IXOO RI GRXEW LQ VRPH
ZD\VWKLVWHDP·V'RXEWOHIWQRTXHVWLRQPDUNVRYHUWKHLUWDOHQW

7KHFDVWLQJZDV
SHUIHFWWKHVHWGHVLJQZDVHIIHFWLYH
DORQJZLWKJUHDW
KH ZULWHUV RI )DWKHU 7HG KDYH
RIWHQ VDLG RQH FDQ WDNH WKH PRVW
7
OLJKWLQJDQGDIDQWDVWLFRUFKHVWUD
Drama festival
$QH[FHOOHQW Drama festival
SURGXFWLRQ A  Slow  Day  in  Purgatory A  Courtroom  Comedy

”    

7KH XUFKLQV ZHUHEULOOLDQWDQGWKH
FKRUHRJUDSK\ E\ 0HDJDQ 0F+XJK
ZRUNHG SHUIHFWO\ IRU WKHP 7KH\ DOO
GHPRQVWUDWHGH[FHOOHQWYRFDOV
&KLIIRQ .LHOD :KHODQ  VKRQH
DPRQJVW WKHP +HU SURIHVVLRQDOLVP
ZDVFOHDUO\HYLGHQWDVVKRZQWKURXJK
KHU ERG\ ODQJXDJH DQG WKH ZD\ VKH
FDUULHGKHUVHOIWKURXJKRXW
, FDQ·W KHOS EXW DOVR PHQWLRQ WKH
RXWVWDQGLQJ SHUIRUPDQFH IURP 6KDQH
4XLQQ ZKR SOD\HG 2ULQ WKH GHQWLVW
+H KDG VXFK D SRZHUIXO SUHVHQFH RQ
VWDJH ZKLFK ZDV JULSSLQJ DQG H[FLWLQJ
7KLVZDVDQH[FHOOHQWSURGXFWLRQLQ
PDQ\ZD\V7KHFDVWLQJZDVSHUIHFW
WKH VHW GHVLJQ ZDV HIIHFWLYH DORQJ
ZLWK JUHDW OLJKWLQJ DQG D IDQWDVWLF
RUFKHVWUD ,W ZDV FHUWDLQO\ ZRUWK DWWHQGLQJ DQG , ORRN IRUZDUG WR PRUH
IURP ',7 'UDPD 6RF LQ WKH FRPLQJ
\HDUV

Writer  &  Director:  Pierce  McDonough

Writer  &  Director:  David  Boland

Grade: A-

Grade: C+

6HW LQ D OLWHUDO ZDLWLQJ
URRP FRPSOHWH ZLWK PDJD]LQHV DQG D GRRU WR HLWKHU
+HDYHQ RU +HOO WKLV SOD\
ZDV QRWKLQJ RI WKH VORZ
GD\ LWSRUWUD\HG
$ VKDUS ZLW LQWHOOLJHQW
VWRU\ DQG VHQVLWLYH GLDORJXHGURYHWKHVWRU\DORQJ
EDFNHGE\WKHVKHHUHQHUJ\
DQG SK\VLFDOLW\ RI -DFN
2 +LJJLQ VSHUIRUPDQFH
*HUDUG +LJJLQV SURYHG
DQ LGHDO -HKRYDK V :LWQHVVOLNH VWUDLJKW PDQ WR
2 +LJJLQV  DQWLKHUR 6DP
ZKRVH VHOIGRXEW IUXVWUDWLRQ DQG UHJUHW XQGHUSLQQHG WKH VWRU\ ZLWKRXW
VHHPLQJ RYHUO\ PRUDOLVWLF
DQ DFKLYHPHQW IRU D SOD\

DERXW ZKDW ZH PLJKW H[SHFWWRÀQGLQDQDIWHUOLIH 
6WURQJDFWLQJSHUIRUPDQFHVDQGHTXDOO\WDOHQWHGZULWLQJ KHDYLO\ RXWZHLJKHG WKH
PLQRUQHJDWLYHVRIWKLVSOD\
&DPHR
SHUIRUPDQFHV
IURP &ODUD 0XUUD\ 1DELO
*KQHZD DQG 0LFKDHO /\VDJKWZHUHH[FHSWLRQDODQG
(RLQ&RQODQZDVRXWVWDQGQJ DV 6DLQW  3HWHU SDUWLFXODUO\LQWKHODWWHUKDOI
, OO RIIHU QR VSRLOHUV DV ,
KRSH WKLV SOD\ ZLOO KDYH D
FKDQFH WR GHYHORS DQG EH
VKRZQ DJDLQ ZLWK D IHZ
PLQRUNLQNVLURQHGRXW
:ULWLQJ DQG GLUHFWLQJ D
SOD\LVDKXJHDFKLHYHPHQW
DQGWRGRVRZLWKWKLVPXFK
VXFFHVV LV UHPDUNDEOH $Q
H[FHOOHQWSURGXFWLRQ

$ WDOH RI IDOVH DFFXVDWLRQ
DQG DEVXUG OHJDOLVP 5\DQ
'XQQH LV VXUURXQGHG E\ DQ
HYHUZRUVHQLQJ FURZG RI
HHMLWV DV KLV FRXUW FDVH RQ
D PXJJLQJ FKDUJH GHYHORSV %XW Courtroom Comedy QHYHU TXLWH PDQDJHV WR
DFKLHYHZKDWLWZDQWHG
,W ZDV VODSVWLFN ZLWKRXW
WKHVODSVWLFNVDWLUHZLWKRXW
WKH FXWWLQJ HGJH DQG DEVXUGLVPZLWKRXWHYHUUHDOO\
OHWWLQJ LWVHOI JR )RU WKDW
UHDVRQ LWV PL[WXUH RI FRPHGLFVW\OHVDWWLPHVMDUUHG
ZLWKWKHYLHZHU
+DYLQJ VDLG WKDW WKHUH
ZHUH PRUH WKDQ HQRXJK
ODXJKV DQG OLNDEOH FKDUDFWHUV WR PDNH WKLV SOD\ HQ-

MR\DEOH *DYLQ -HQNLQV DV
'XQQH LQWKHOHDGKDGWKH
DXGLHQFHIURPWKHÀUVWPLQXWH)HZFRXOGSXOODVKLODULRXVDQH[DVSHUDWHGIDFHDV
ZHOODVWKLVJX\
$ OLWWOH WRR RIWHQ WKH KXPRXU ZHQW RYHU WKH OLQH RI
VFKRROER\ RU IRUFHG D MRNH
XSRQ WKH DXGLHQFH %XW WKH
LGHD ZDV WKHUH DQG PRVW RI
WKHSHUIRUPDQFHVZHUHJRRG
:LWK WKH SORW ERLOHG GRZQ
DQG VRPH ZHDNHU MRNHV UHPRYHG Courtroom Comedy
ZLOOEHRQWRDZLQQHU
'DYLG%RODQGFUHDWHGDQG
EURXJKWWRWKHVWDJHDQHQMR\DEOH SURGXFWLRQ ZKLFK
KDVVRPHVKDUSOLQHVVROLG
MRNHVDQGDORWRISRWHQWLDO
,WÀQLVKHGWKHIHVWLYDORQD
IXQOLJKWKHDUWHGQRWH

We were regrettably unable to attend Low Level Panic, the fourth play of the Drama Festival
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INTERVIEW

Making  
head-Lynes  
at  the  Winter  
Olympics
Conor  Lyne,  of  Ireland's  Sochi  Winter  
Olympics  team,  speaks  to  Sinéad  Farrelly  
DERXWKLVGLI¿FXOWH[SHULHQFHDWWKHJDPHV
DQGSODQVIRUKLVIXWXUHLQVNLLQJ

T

he Irish team sent to
compete in the recent
Sochi Winter Olympics
received a lot of negative
comments as only one member
of the contingent was born in
Ireland, however, upon speaking to
alpine skier Conor Lyne, there is
no doubt of where he calls home.
The 21 year old was born in
Reading, England and then moved
to Utah when he was four where
he then took up skiing, but it is his
father’s Kerry birthplace that holds a
special meaning for Conor.
“Yeah I’d come back every year,
I think I’ve missed two summers
growing up that we didn’t come to
Kerry,” he said.
“We’ve been back the last two
Christmases as well because I’ve
been training in Europe so it’s easier
for me to just come here and have
my family come over than to go all
the way back to the States.
“I really feel at home there, I

Credit: Olympic Council of Ireland

always had a great time growing up,
ÀVKLQJDQGMXVWKDYLQJWKHFUDLF,W·V
just home to me.”
The pride Conor feels for Ireland
was cemented when he was given the
KRQRXURIEHLQJWKH,ULVKÁDJEHDUHU
for the games’ opening ceremony on
the 7th of February.
Upon speaking about the ceremony
Conor says that it was “probably the
greatest moment ever. It’s a special
moment in the games, we came in
DQGWKHUHZHUHORDGVRIOLJKWVÁDVK
ing at you and 40,000 people in the
stadium, it was pretty incredible.”
The recent Olympic competition
held a mixed bag of results for
Conor, he injured his shoulder the
day after the opening ceremony and
WKHQIHOOLQKLVÀUVWUXQRIWKHJLDQW
VODORPDQGGLGQRWÀQLVK
However, he came back from this
GLVDSSRLQWLQJVWDUWWRWKHQÀQLVKWK
RXWRIDPDQÀHOGLQWKHVODORP
event.
He admits that it was tough to

At the age of only 21, Conor Lyne represented Ireland in slalom skiing at the Sochi Winter Olympics

move on from the giant slalom. “It
was tough, especially as it was the
day after the opening ceremony that I
got the shoulder injury and that kinda
crushed me in general.
´%XLOGLQJEDFNXSWRWKHÀUVWUDFH,
ZDVLQWRLWIHHOLQJFRQÀGHQWHQRXJK
and I felt kinda disappointed [when
he fell] but I just kinda threw it out
the window and said ‘look I just have
to focus on the slalom’.
“My arm was still quite sore at
this point but then in the last few
days before the slalom I was in the
training area and I was feeling good.
Then the day came and I guess I just
skied, I survived, which is what you
had to do on that course, it was so
destroyed by then”.
The shoulder injury Conor suffered
LQWUDLQLQJLVQRWWKHRQO\PDMRULQMX
ry that he has suffered from the sport.
While he says he has not sustained
any major long term injuries, three
years ago he tore the cartilage in his
ankle capsule; it has been in ongoing
pain since then despite receiving
treatment.
“I haven’t ever really had any long
term injuries, just the shoulder really.
I did my ankle three years ago. It was
annoying because you use your ankle
every day, you walk on it and that
doesn’t help it heal properly, even
now it still hurts a bit three years
later.”

“

The day came
and I guess I just
skied, I survived,
which is what you
had to do on that
course, it was so
destroyed by then

time off skiing to spend in Ireland
before returning to university in Utah
WKLV$XJXVW7KHQH[WPDMRUFRP
petition Conor is looking ahead to
will be the World Championships in
Colorado in February of next year.
“Here in Ireland I’ll mainly be just
trying to get in shape, I’m quite weak
after the season now and with my
shoulder so I’ll be training up until
I go home. Then I’ll be ski training
for August, September, and October
RQZDUGVDQGWKHQWKH:RUOG&KDPSL
onships are in February.”
7KHVHZLOOQRWEHWKHÀUVW:RUOG
&KDPSLRQVKLSVWKDW&RQRUKDVFRP
peted in, having participated twice
before in 2011 and 2013. “2011 was
NLQGDP\ÀUVWWLPHRQWKHLQWHUQD
tional stage and then in 2013 I made
the second run which was quite good
DQGWKHQ,ÀQLVKHGQGDQGWKDWZDV
a really good result and that kinda
JDYHPHWKHFRQÀGHQFHFRPLQJLQWR
this season.”
The future is certainly looking
bright for this young Irishman who
says that the next Winter Olympics
in South Korea are still a major goal
for him.
´,·PGHÀQLWHO\JRLQJWRWU\IRU
South Korea in 2018. There’ll be two
world championships between now
and then and I’ll be going to both of
those and then to see if I can make it
to 2018 – that’s the plan.”

”    

+HFRQWLQXHGRQWRDGPLWWKDWWDN
ing time out from the sport to recover
has never been easy for him to do.
“You just have to do as much rehab
as you can and not focus on it and
not let it get the better of you. A lot
of listening to people saying that they
know how you feel, which I don’t do
ZHOODWWKHEHVWRIWLPHV(VSHFLDOO\
DVPLQHKDSSHQHGPLGVHDVRQDQG
that was rough because I had to stay
at home while everyone else got to
go out skiing.”
7KH\HDUROGLVWDNLQJVRPH

30

SPORT
Ireland  
out  of  T20  
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5HIUHVKLQJFKDQJHRIIRUWXQHVIRU¿UVW\HDU
FDPRJLHPXVWEHPDWFKHGE\DGHTXDWHIDFLOLWLHV
All-Ireland Fresher champions' success came from
strategic planning and development

Credit: ilivephotos

Victory despite the usual facilities problems for DIT
Sport, increasing pressure for investment

The Irish cricket team got knocked
out of the ICC World Twenty20 in a Harry Hatton
match against The Netherlands as the
'XWFKPHQTXDOLÀHGIRUWKHPDLQVWDJ
es of the tournament.
6XFFHVVLVEXLOWRQVROLGIRXQGDWLRQV
,Q WKH ÀQDO JURXS % PDWFK ERWK DQG WKH\ ZHUH FHUWDLQO\ LQ SODFH IRU
teams needed a win to qualify. The the DIT Fresher camogie team this
1HWKHUODQGVKDGDQHYHQWLJKWHUPDU season.
gin as they had to chase down 190
7KHWHDPZRQWKH$OO,UHODQG)UHVK
UXQV LQ OHVV WKDQ  RYHUV DV RS HU ¶$· FDPRJLH FKDPSLRQVKLS RQ
SRVHGWRWKHXVXDOGXHWRFORVHQHW :HGQHVGD\0DUFKEHDWLQJ:DWHU
UXQ UDWHV EHWZHHQ 7KH 1HWKHUODQGV ford Institute of Technology (WIT) in
,UHODQGDQG=LPEDEZH
WKHÀQDORQDWRVFRUHOLQH
However on a day where four world
7KDWZDV',7·VÀUVWHYHUWLWOHDWWKDW
UHFRUGV ZHUH EURNHQ WKH\ VWXQQHG OHYHO DQG PXFK RI WKH SUDLVH VKRXOG
WKH FULFNHWLQJ ZRUOG DQG EURNH ,ULVK EH JLYHQ WR WKHLU PDQDJHU 6WHSKHQ
hearts when they did just that.
+RDU\ ZKR ZRUNV WR EULQJ WKH PRVW
,UHODQG KRZHYHU QHHG QRW ORRN WDOHQWHGSOD\HUVDURXQGWRSOD\FDPR
EDFNRQWKHWRXUQDPHQWZLWKWRRPXFK gie for the college.
EDGIHHOLQJ7KHWRXUQDPHQWGLGKDYH
+RDU\ DQG KLV VWDII ZHUH DEOH WR
VRPH SRVLWLYHV WKDW WKH VTXDG DQG EULQJ LQ VHQLRU LQWHUFRXQW\ VWDUV WR
VXSSRUWHUVFDQWDNHDZD\IURPLW
WKH)UHVKHUVTXDGZKLFKZDVSLYRWDO
One of these is that it shone a light LQWKHFROOHJH·VEUHDNWKURXJK$OO,UH
RQ,UHODQG·VQHZHVWRIIEUHDNERZOHU land camogie success.
$QG\ 0F%ULQH ,Q ,UHODQG·V ZDUP
´:HKDGWZR'XEOLQVHQLRUFDPRJLH
XS PDWFK DJDLQVW KRVW QDWLRQ %DQJ SOD\HUVZKRFDPHLQRQHRIWKHPLV
ODGHVK WKH 'RQHPDQD PDQ ÀQLVKHG WKHYLFHFDSWDLQ$OL7ZRPH\DQGWKH
ZLWKÀJXUHVRIDQGWRRNWKHNH\ RWKHU ZRXOG EH &ODLUH 5LJQH\ ERWK
ZLFNHWRI6DEELU5DKPDQ
IURP/XFDQ6DUVÀHOGVµ
He continued this good form in his
“We’re always actively recruiting.
7LQWHUQDWLRQDOGHEXWDJDLQVW=LP ,·P VSHDNLQJ DW WKH PRPHQW ZLWK
EDEZH LQ ,UHODQG·V RSHQLQJ ZRUOG PRVW RI WKH PLQRU FDPRJLH PDQDJH
FXSJDPHZKHQKHWRRNWZRZLFNHWV
WRKHOSVWHHU,UHODQGWRZDUGVDYLFWR
U\ 'HVSLWH D EOLS DJDLQVW 7KH 1HWK
erlands when he was hit for 24 runs
LQMXVWDVLQJOHRYHUKHKDVVKRZQD
ODUJHDPRXQWRISRWHQWLDODQGDWRQO\
WZHQW\\HDUVROGKHKDVPDQ\\HDUV
OHIWWRSOD\

PHQWDURXQGWKHSURYLQFHLQUHODWLRQ
WR .LONHQQ\ :H[IRUG 2IIDO\ DQG
'XEOLQµ+RDU\LQIRUPHG
Hoary coaches at minor level which
KHOSVLQKLVUHFUXLWPHQWHIIRUWV
“I coach at that level so I know a
ORWRIPDQDJHUVDQGEDVLFDOO\,ZRXOG
SDVVRQGHWDLOVRI',7DQGJHWWKHPWR
look into it.
´2EYLRXVO\WKHSOD\HUVWKHQIROORZ
RQ IURP WKDW WKURXJK WKH ',7 VSRUWV
ZHEVLWHRUWKH',7JHQHUDOZHEVLWHµ
It’s all well and good for someone
WREHRIIHUHGDVSRUWVFKRODUVKLSEXW
HVSHFLDOO\ LQ WHUPV RI *DHOLF JDPHV
they aren’t going to make a career for
WKHPVHOYHVRXWRQWKHSLWFK
´:HGRQ·WZDQWWREHEULQJLQJSOD\
HUV>LQ@MXVWWRFRPHDQGSOD\VSRUWV
:H ZDQW WKHP WR KDYH D JRRG DFD
GHPLF H[SHULHQFHµ VDLG +RDU\ ZKR
also manages the DIT Senior camogie
team.
7KHZLOODQGHIIRUWVSXWLQE\+RDU\
DUH HFKRHG E\ /XFDQ 6DUVÀHOGV $OL
Twomey.
´6WHSKHQ ÀUVW DSSURDFKHG XV DIWHU
D PLQRU FOXE VHPLÀQDO DQG ZH RU
ganised a meeting at the college with
KLPVHOI DQG 'DUUDJK >%LGGOHFRPEH@
7KH\ ZHUH UHDOO\ KHOSIXO LQ JRLQJ

Ali Twomey, who has also appeared for the Freshers, in action for the Seniors

WKURXJK RXU RSWLRQV IRU FRXUVHV VR
PXFK VR WKDW E\ WKH WLPH , KDG E\
&$2ÀOOHGRXWWKHÀUVWHLJKWFKRLFHV
I had down were for DIT.
7KH\H[SODLQHGWKHYLVLRQWKH\KDG
for camogie at the college over the
QH[W FRXSOH RI \HDUV DQG KRZ WKH\
ZRXOGEHSXWWLQJDORWRIWLPHDQGIR
FXV LQWR LW , ZDQWHG WR EH D SDUW RI
WKDWµVDLG7ZRPH\
Facilities problems
,W·V KDUG WR EHOLHYH WKDW D PDQDJHU
WKDW LV MXVW DIWHU ZLQQLQJ DQ$OO,UH
land ‘A’ title is not entirely content.
Hoary is frustrated with the facilities
SURYLGHGE\',7
+HSRLQWHGWRWKHORJLVWLFGLIÀFXOWLHV
WKDWSOD\HUVKDYHLQJHWWLQJWRWUDLQLQJ
DV',7LVVSUHDGRXWQRUWKDQGVRXWK
RIWKH5LYHU/LIIH\
“The facilities are really killing us.
I have lots of girls from Meath and

.LOGDUH ZKR DUH JRLQJ WR ÀQLVK FRO
OHJHDWKDOIIRXUÀYHR·FORFN
´7KH\GRQ·WZDQWWRWUDYHOWR%UD\
%DOO\PXQRU6W0DUJDUHW·VLQ6ZRUGV
and then having to travel all the way
KRPHµ
With four years of managing the
DIT Fresher camogie team under his
EHOW+RH\DSSHDUVWREHXSIRUDÀIWK
´0\LQYROYHPHQWLQFOXEDQGFRXQ
W\OHYHODFWXDOO\VXLWVEHFDXVHGXULQJ
the winter you don’t do a whole lot.
2XU >FROOHJH@ VHDVRQ ZRXOG EH IURP
6HSWHPEHU 2FWREHU WKURXJK WR )HE
UXDU\ 0DUFK VR WKDW·V RIIVHDVRQ IRU
P\RWKHUFRPPLWPHQWVµ
',7*$$VKRXOGEHGRLQJWKHLUXW
PRVWWRKROGRQWRWKHLU)UHVKHUFDPR
JLH PDQDJHU D PDQ WKDW JXLGHG WKH
FROOHJH WR WKHLU ÀUVW $OO,UHODQG ¶$·
FURZQHDUOLHUWKLVPRQWKDPDQWKDW
FRXOG ZHOO UHSHDW WKDW VXFFHVV LQ 
months time.

A NATION IN MOURNING

The  search  begins  for  O'Driscoll's  replacement

The introduction of Andy
Simon Maguire
McBrine to Irish cricket will CHIEF SPORTS REPORTER
be one of the positives to take
from the tournament
Irish fans also saw a run of good
IRUP IRU FDSWDLQ :LOOLDP 3RUWHUÀHOG
who scored 111 runs across their
three matches. This is crucial as he
KDV RIWHQ EHHQ FULWLFLVHG LQ WKH SDVW
IRUJRLQJWRRFKHDSO\IRUDQRSHQLQJ
EDWVPDQ
3RUWHUÀHOGZDVQRWWKHRQO\EDWVPDQ
hitting good form; with Ireland’s tail
ORRNLQJRQHSOD\HUWRRORQJ$QGUHZ
3R\QWHU DGGHG VRPH UHDVVXUDQFH
to the middle order over the three
JDPHV+HSDUWLFXODUO\VKRQHDJDLQVW
The Netherlands with a skilful 57
UXQVRIIEDOOVLQFOXGLQJIRXUPD[
LPXPVL[HV
,UHODQGZLOOQH[WEHLQDFWLRQZKHQ
they host Sri Lanka for a two match
RQH GD\ LQWHUQDWLRQDO VHULHV LQ &ORQ
WDUI LQ 0D\ 7KH\ ZLOO EH ORRNLQJ
to shift focus now onto the slightly
ORQJHU IRUPDW RI WKH JDPH DQG KRSH
to again take a win over an ICC full
PHPEHUQDWLRQ

7KH GD\ ÀQDOO\ FDPH ZKHQ %ULDQ
O’Driscoll took off his last Ireland
WHVWMHUVH\DQGÀQLVKHGDUHPDUNDEOH
FDUHHU DV D 6L[ 1DWLRQV FKDPSLRQ
7KH IDLU\WDOH HQGLQJ IRU DUJXDEO\
RXUJUHDWHVWHYHUSOD\HUZDVDÀWWLQJ
ÀQDOHWRWKHUXJE\OLIHRI%ULDQ
+RZGRZHUHSODFHWKHJUHDWPDQ"
7KHVLPSOHDQVZHULVZHGRQ·W7KHUH
LVQROLNHIRUOLNHUHSODFHPHQWZLWKLQ
the Irish ranks at the moment and to
H[SHFWVRPHRQHWRVWDQGXSWRÀOOWKH
YRLGLVVKHHUIROO\+RZORQJGLG$U
gentinians have to wait for Messi to
ÀOO0DUDGRQD·VVKRHV"+DVDQ\+XQ
garian ever reached the heights of the
UHYHUHG)HUHQF3XVNiV"
5REELH +HQVKDZ 'DUUHQ &DYH
-DUHG3D\QH/XNH)LW]JHUDOG)HUJXV
0F)DGGHQRU.HLWK(DUOVDUHREYLRXV
IDYRXULWHVWRZHDUWKHQRZLFRQLF,UH
ODQG QR MHUVH\ EXW ZH VKRXOGQ·W
H[SHFWRQHRIWKHPWRFDUU\WKHORDG
on his own.
2GGO\ WKH 0RQH\EDOO  VWDWLV
WLFVEDVHG DSSURDFK GHSOR\HG E\

EDVHEDOO V 2DNODQG $WKOHWLFV LQ WKH
V PD\ SURYLGH D EOXHSULQW IRU
KRZWRXVHDIUHVKDSSURDFKWRUHEXLOG
a team.
Ireland has survived the need for an
RXWDQGRXW RSHQVLGH ÁDQNHU LQ WKH
PRXOG RI D 5LFKLH 0F&DZ RU 'DYLG
3RFRFNRYHUWKHSDVWGHFDGHIRUWKUHH
UHDVRQV 2XU EDFNURZ XQLW VKDUHG
WKHZRUNORDGDWWKHEUHDNGRZQ6HDQ
2·%ULHQ·V VNLOOVHW HYROYHG IURP D
JDLQOLQH EUHDNHU WR D PRUH URXQGHG
QRWHFKQLFLDQDQG2·'ULVFROORSHU
DWHGDVDQXQRIÀFLDOIRXUWKPHPEHURI
WKHEDFNURZ
%2'·V FRXUDJH DW WKH EUHDNGRZQ
UDLVHG WKH EDU IRU VHFRQGFHQWUHV
ZRUOGZLGH$VKHDJHGKHEHFDPHD
GHIHQVLYHPDVWHUWRDGGWRKLVDWWDFN
LQJ LQVWLQFWV +LV ZLGH EDVH DQG ORZ
centre of gravity made him almost
LPSRVVLEOH WR PRYH RQFH LQ SODFH
RYHUDQRSSRVLWLRQSOD\HU$Q\KLJK
OLJKWUHHORIWKHJUHDWPDQDWZRUNLQ
FOXGHV ERWK DVSHFWV RI KLV JDPH DQG
Ireland need to act accordingly.
2QH RSWLRQ LV WR FUHDWH D QHZ FHQ
WUH SDUWQHUVKLS ZKLFK VKDUHV RXW WKH
ZRUNORDG $ FRPELQDWLRQ RI /XNH
0DUVKDOO DQG 7RPP\ %RZH LQ WKH

Credit: Simon Maguire

FHQWUHZLWK7RPP\2¶'RQQHOODWVHY
HQFRXOGEHZRUWKDJRRQWKHVXPPHU
WRXUWR$UJHQWLQD%RZH·VLPSUHVVLYH
SK\VLTXHDOOLHGWR0DUVKDOO·VEUDYHU\
ZRXOG EH FRPSOLPHQWHG E\ 2·'RQ
nell’s ground game.

$IXUWKHUUDGLFDOFKDQJHZRXOGEHWR
PRYH-RQDWKDQ6H[WRQWRÀUVWFHQWUH
WRSOD\LQZKDWWKH1HZ=HDODQGHU·V
FDOOWKHVHFRQGÀYHHLJKWUROH2QKLV
UHWXUQIURPLQMXU\'DQ&DUWHUSOD\HG
at 12 for the Crusaders with Tom
0DUVKDOOSXOOLQJWKHVWULQJVDW
$ PLGÀHOG RI 3DGG\ -DFNVRQ 6H[
WRQ DQG -DUHG 3D\QH ZRXOG JLYH XV
WKUHH WDOHQWHG IRRWEDOOHUV SDWUROOLQJ
WKHPLGÀHOGDQGZRXOGSRVHTXHVWLRQV
IRUDQ\GHIHQFHZLWK3HWHU2·0DKRQ\
DQG 6HDQ 2·%ULHQ GHSOR\HG LQ WKH
EDFNURZIRUEUHDNGRZQSURWHFWLRQ
(LWKHU RI WKHVH FKDQJHV ZRXOG EH
KDUVK RQ 2·'ULVFROO·V SDUWQHU LQ
FULPH *RUGRQ '·$UF\ DIWHU D \HDU
RI FRQVLVWHQW SHUIRUPDQFHV EXW WKH
IXWXUH PXVW EH SODQQHG $ VXPPHU
off would do the Leinster veteran no
KDUPZLWKDELJ\HDUDKHDGDQGQHZ
FRPELQDWLRQV GHVHUYH D FKDQFH WR
mesh.
-RH 6FKPLGW·V UHLJQ KDV EHHQ DQ
XQGRXEWHGVXFFHVVLQMXVWHLJKWVKRUW
PDWFKHV7KHQH[WPRQWKVZLOOVHH
WKHGHIHQFHRIRXU6L[1DWLRQVFURZQ
DQG DQ DVVDXOW RQ WKH 5XJE\ :RUOG
&XS 7KHUH LV QR EHWWHU WLPH WR VWDUW
SODQQLQJWKDQQRZ
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Kick  Start  coaching  kicks  off  in  DIT Inter-college  tournament  lined  up

Two  very  
different  Reds:  
Rodgers  v  Moyes

Piers Moyles
SPORTS EDITOR

DIT Soccer club ran a coaching
course on 20 March which enabled
participants to achieve the Kick Start
one coaching badge.
The Kick Start one coaching badge
LV UHFRJQLVHG E\ 8()$ ,W TXDOLÀHV
holders to coach age groups between
DQGDQGLWLVWKHÀUVWVWHSRQWKH
coaching pathway.
Numbers who participated in the
course were positive and soccer deYHORSPHQWRIÀFHU-RKQ2·&DUUROOZDV
pleased with the amount of people
who took part.
“We had 10 students who completed
the most recent course on March 20th
LQ',77KLVLVWKHÀIWK.LFN6WDUW
course which has been held in DIT
over the past six years. We have now
TXDOLÀHG  VWXGHQWV WR .LFN 6WDUW

1 level. We also ran a Kick Start 2
course in 2011 with an additional 14
students completing this course.”
The Kick Start badge not only allows holders to coach children’s
teams but it also enables them to work
at summer camps.
O’Carroll hopes that students will
use this opportunity to progress on
the coaching ladder and help at national as well as college level.
´<HV WKLV >SHRSOH GRLQJ WKH FRXUVH
going on to help with coaching DIT
teams] should happen in the future
but Kick Start 1 & Kick Start 2 only
TXDOLÀHV \RX WR FRDFK XS WR  \HDU
olds. We have had students from
these courses assist with community
and school coaching programmes organised by the DIT Soccer Club. Students have also secured employment
working on the FAI Summer Soccer
School Camps run nationwide each
-XO\DQG$XJXVWµ

Crushing  defeats  for  DIT  
Ultimate  Frisbers  leads  to  
a  drop  in  their  seedings
Matthew Colfer
STAFF WRITER

A developmental DIT Ultimate Frisbee Club side dropped their seed at
The Siege of Limerick tournament
held in the University of Limerick
sports ground on the 1st and 2nd of
March.
The Saturday of the tournament
started poorly for DIT with a loss to
NUI Galway before being beaten by
amalgamated club OCHammer leaving DIT in 21st place.
One more loss on Saturday to DCU
in the crossover game left DIT rock
bottom in 22nd going into the second
day of the tournament.
Sunday morning started on a more
positive note as DIT overcame the elements to beat the NUI Galway side
WKDW EHDW WKHP LQ WKHLU ÀUVW JDPH RQ
Saturday.

A far more experienced Belfast Ultimate side was next up for DIT and
WKDW ÀQLVKHG ZLWK D ZLQ IRU WKH IRU
mer.
DIT's last game of the tournament
came against DCU, despite running
them much closer on the scoreline
this time around the latter prevailed
leaving DIT in 20th position, a drop
of three seeds overall.
Ciarán 'Dave' O'Brien was voted
DIT's Most Spirited Player of the
tournament while Matthew Colfer
received the team's Most Valuable
Player award.
Ten members of the 12-man squad
that travelled to the tournament have
been playing for less than two years
and are eligible to play in the Open
Developmental Inter-varsities on Saturday 22 March in Trinity College
Sports ground.
There was some positive news for
DIT however as club member Aoife

Piers Moyles
SPORTS EDITOR

',7·V ÀUVW HYHU &ROOHJH &XS RUJDQ
ised by the DIT soccer club, will take
place on the 7th of April at Larkin
Community College.
The inter-college tournament which
will be contested between Aungier
St, Kevin St, Bolton St and Cathal Brugha St, will be between 6 and
SP
However soccer development ofÀFHU-RKQ2·&DUUROOVD\VWKDWSDUWLF
ipants from other campuses are welcome, “If students from Rathmines,
Mountjoy Square or other want to
submit a team they are most welcome
and we can easily extend the competition. We would be looking at 6-a-side
with squads of maximum 10 players.”
O’Carroll also said that further details for the tournament can be found

online, “Updates will be on the DIT
Soccer Club Facebook page and the
person responsible for collating teams
is Rhys Gorman whose details will
also be on the Facebook page”
+H ÀQLVKHG RII E\ VD\LQJ ´:H
have run inter-class competitions to
GDWHEXWWKLVZLOOEHWKHÀUVWWLPHZH
have run an inter-college competition
where students will be representing
their college.”
No captains have been selected yet
and there is still time for students to
submit teams.
7KH VRFFHU FOXE KDYH UXQ DVLGH
tournaments which are played on the
all-weather pitch at Larkin College
over the past year which a number of
players have attended with proceeds
raised going to children’s charity Barretstown.
T-shirts will be provided for those
who enter and the winners will get their
KDQGVRQWKHÀUVWHYHU&ROOHJH&XS

7KH8OWLPDWH)ULVEHHVTXDGKDGDGLIÀFXOW6LHJHRI/LPHULFNWRXUQDPHQW

However, low funding does not
make travelling to games much of an
issue. “DIT are really good with the
travel. They cover all our expenses
for the week, they pay for the buses
they give us food allowances to try
and help us. They really do accommodate the sports teams really well.”
New facilities needed
Basketball, soccer and GAA do
share a similar plight which is the fa-

SPORTS EDITOR

Based on the differing standard of
performances between Liverpool
and Manchester United, not only last
week but during the league season as
a whole it’s fair to say that three nil
ÁDWWHUHGWKHKRPHVLGH
Liverpool have been superior
throughout the season and United’s
frailties came to the fore yet again at
Old Trafford.
Heartless and gutless would be one
way of describing United’s efforts in
WKHJDPHFRPSDUHGWRWKHFRQÀGHQW
vibrant and certainly ‘up for it’ LiverSRRO RXWÀW<HW WKHUH ZDV RQH PXFK
more pertinent issue for United and
David Moyes in particular.
There’s been a staggering 43-point
turnaround between these bitter rivals
since last May and one must wonder
why?
If David Moyes was to add Liverpool players to his team, who would
get in?
6XDUH] IRU RQH GHÀQLWHO\ *HUUDUG
too, even though he’s not the player
he once was, and maybe, only maybe, would Raheem Sterling push for
a place. Sturridge is good, but not

Rodgers is not a great
manager, yet, but is a dab
hand at motivating players
and is tactically astute
Credit: DIT Ultimate Frisbee

'HODQH\ ZDV SDUW RI WKH -DEED VLGH
who won the Plate Division of the
Ladies Division.
Two other DIT members, Elliot Halpenny and Ross Munro, both played
RQVHSDUDWH,ULVK-XQLRU2SHQWHDPVDW
the tournament as part of trials for the
,ULVKWHDPKHDGLQJWRWKH:RUOG<RXWK
8OWLPDWH&KDPSLRQVKLSV :<8& LQ
,WDO\LQ-XO\
Open captain Aidan Kelly was part

of the OCHammer side which was
voted the third Most Spirited club in
the Open Division at the tournament
for their positive attitude and knowledge of the rules throughout the competition.
,QRWKHUQHZVÀUVW\HDUSOD\HU(PPD
O'Leary discovered last week she has
EHHQFKRVHQWRSOD\RQWKH,ULVK-XQLRU
Women's team who will travel to the
:<8&LQ/HFFR,WDO\LQ-XO\

PLOLDU VWUXJJOH WR ÀQG SLWFKHV RU LQ
this case courts, to play on and call
their home ground. “Getting courts is
an issue for us because there are not
a lot of basketball courts around. We
play in Swan Leisure Centre in Rathmines and that’s our home court now.
“I’ve heard there’s meant to be a
new court in the sports complex in
Grangegorman. I wouldn’t know yet
but I’d be hopeful.”
The Division One men’s basketball

team came second in their pool but
XOWLPDWHO\ORVWRXWLQWKHVHPLÀQDOV
but the Division Three side emulated
the women and won their league, adding more silverware to the DIT haul
for the year.
DIT providing adequate facilities at
its new campus is becoming increasingly necessary, even if it is to replace
their trophy cabinet which is overÁRZLQJZLWKYDULRXVWURSKLHVPHGDOV
and honours.

Continued from Back Page      
well,” said Hollingsworth.
The basketball calendar doesn’t
commence until November and
matches don’t take place until February, as it tries not to clash with exams but also so that it doesn’t have to
compete with popular sports such as
GAA and soccer.
“We really are envious of the GAA
and soccer because we’re stuck with
the bare minimum of funding because
no one really thinks of basketball.”

RYAN
NUGENT

ahead of Rooney or van Persie.
So there you have it, eight United
versus three Liverpool. It certainly
didn’t look that way on March 16th.
Since David Moyes took over, Manchester United and their players have
gone backwards, both tactically and
mentally, while the scousers have
moved in the opposite direction.
Brendan Rodgers, along with Luis
Suarez, have the rest playing above
themselves, totally. Rogers, similar
to what Ferguson did throughout his
career, is making the likes of Henderson and Flanagan believing they’re
better players than they are. He’s also
JRW WKHP PRWLYDWHG WR ÀJKW IRU HDFK
other, to work hard and keep running
and pressing.
Liverpool are keeping their shape
and counter-attacking with only two
players; Suarez and Sturridge. And
it’s working.
I’m not saying Rodgers is a great
manager – he’s still got a lot to prove.
However, the Northern Irishman has
proven himself to be a dab hand at
motivation and tactically astute at the
same time, with half the quality that
Moyes has at his disposal.
Contrary to the hopes of the Stretford End, United quite simply are not
playing like Fergie’s boys.
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“

The day came and I guess I just
skied, I survived, which is what
you had to do on that course, it
was so destroyed by then
– Irish Olympian, Conor Lyne
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Unprecedented  win  and  major  
silverware  for  DIT  Basketball
Senior Women win Division Two All-Ireland for the
ÀUVWWLPHDQGPHQ VVLGHVEULQJKRPHKRQRXUV

Credit: Piers Moyles

The Edition speaks to Aoife Hollingsworth, the
WHDP VFDSWDLQZKREURXJKWKRPHWKHWURSK\
Piers Moyles
SPORTS EDITOR

“It was intense but we did it”, recalls
Aoife Hollingsworth, captain of the
Senior Women’s basketball team,
who added to the college’s list of honours by becoming the Division Two
All-Ireland College champions.
´:HKDGWRSOD\ÀYHJDPHVEXWZH
only ended up playing three out of the
ÀYHEHFDXVHZHJRWWZRZDONRYHUVµ
The teams dispatched along the way
included IT Tallaght, IT Blanchardstown, RCSI (Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland) and Tralee IT before
they came up against and beat their
´WHDPULYDOVµ&DUORZ,7LQWKHÀQDO
´/DVW\HDUZHJRWWRWKHÀQDODVZHOO
but we lost to Carlow so this year
thankfully we managed to beat them.”
Despite the locality of the two other
Dublin IT’s in the competition, Carlow are considered arch rivals due to
the recent success of the south-eastern side over the newly crowned
champions.
“Last year Carlow beat us three
WLPHV7KH\EHDWXVLQWKHIUHVKHUVÀ
nal, although we ended up with two
of us being fouled out of that game,
they beat us during the league season
DQG WKH\ EHDW XV LQ WKH OHDJXH ÀQDO
We did manage to beat them in the
varsities though.”
This meant that DIT’s recent record
over IT Carlow read, played four

and lost three, which did not make
for pleasant viewing going into the
crunch game.
The recent past not being on their
side and having to overcome the favourites in the form of Carlow IT
added to the hurdles that DIT had to
RYHUFRPHWRFODLPWKHFXSIRUWKHÀUVW
time in their history, which included
a hectic schedule of playing all the
games one week after the next.
With the varsities in DCU coming
up in April, Aoife and her teammates
will get a chance to rub more salt into
the wounds of Carlow and build on
their league triumph. This may prove
D PRUH GLIÀFXOW FKDOOHQJH KRZHYHU
given that there will be more than
double the amount of teams competing as compared to the league.
Increasing popularity
The success coincides with increasing numbers in those willing and able
to participate in basketball. “This
year we had a lot of girls apply to be
on the team but we had to narrow it
down to 12 because there’s only one
girls’ team. Around 60 girls signed up
during the clubs and societies week
and 20 turned out to the trials,” said
Hollingsworth.
7R SXW WKRVH ÀJXUHV LQWR SHUVSHF
tive, only eight girls were registered
to the team last year. This undoubtedly affected performances as basketball is a sport which relies heavily on
substitutes given the frenetic pace of

the game and although the amount of
substitutions allowed is unlimited, recycling the same players throughout
the game drains the team’s stamina
immeasurably.
The rise in the number of participants coincided with a rise in standard, with the women’s team having
three premier league players amongst
their ranks which is the highest playing level in Ireland.
Despite the NBA being on in the
early hours of the morning on these
shores, Aoife believes that the game
is beginning to get recognition and
attention in Ireland.
´7KH SRSXODULW\ LV GHÀQLWHO\ JURZ
ing. More people are getting involved in it because they’re starting
at a younger age. In some parts of the
country they have Under-6’s basketball teams. It is getting more popular
but it’s still one of the minor sports.”
Despite the popularity of the women’s game growing in the college,
there are still fundamental problems
at the base level of the game.
“In Basketball Ireland guys would
be more a priority but in the college
it’s a bit more even – I’d say it even
leans towards the girls in a way.”
National problems remain
At national level there is no longer
a senior women’s team with the age
group stopping at Under-18’s and a
men’s national team is only put together for the Olympics.
With basketball being one of the minor sports, funding becomes a big issue which it may not do for the more
traditional games.
“It’s a massive problem getting
funding. Not just for us but teams
down the country and at colleges as

Captain Aoife Hollingsworth with the Division Two All-Ireland Basketball trophy
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